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Dain 
THE 
Naval Giana 


After a tough year coaching 
their reserves, does Zizou have 
what it takes to boss Real Madrid? 








The greatest games, teams, bust-ups 
&r COCK-UDS across SIx glorious decades 





ONE-ON-ONE 








Is he the funniest man in football? How 


scared was he of Big Dunc? Why didn't 





Fabio Capello give him an England cap? 


And does he still use Wash & Go?! 
YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED BY... 


Jimmy Bullard 





Interview James Maw Portrait Richard Cannon 


“What are the clown shoes for?” Jimmy 
Bullard asks FourFourTwo with a naively 
blank expression. 

We often hear that there aren’t enough 
‘characters’ in the game any more; that 
everything is just that little bit too serious and 
strait-laced these days. There’s certainly 
something in that diagnosis, particularly now 
Bullard has retired. The wild-haired Londoner 
was Premier League football’s self-appointed 
jokester; whether he was charging about 
Wigan’s training ground in a laundry trolley 
or publically ribbing his manager with 
a choreographed goal celebration, Bullard 
was making people chuckle. 

But it hasn’t all been fun. Injuries denied 
Bullard of a large chunk of his peak years 
and, despite getting close, he was never able 
to step onto the pitch in an England shirt. 

“This is the biggest interview you’ve ever 
done, isn’t it?” he jokes with a typical Cockney 
chirp as we settle down for our chat. It’s 
certainly among the most entertaining... 


What’s the best prank you’ve ever pulled? 
Matt Davies, via Twitter 

One of my mates at Fulham, TJ Moncur, 
had a Cabriolet and he left the roof off, so 

I filled the car with water - up to about 
gearstick height. You know those big, black 
bins? I used one of those. But what I didn’t 
know about was the CCTV camera, and the 
fact that he was in the office, watching. He 
said to me: “I know you done it”, and I said: 
“Nah, it weren’t me”. 
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- run-of-the-mill boy playing non-league. I didn’t: 
: realise West Ham had been scouting me. First 
3 I knew of it was when Andy Ford, my manager : 
: at Gravesend, told me they wanted me on trial. : 


: When you started out at Gravesend & : Below Bullard could : I always remember the first morning: I was 

3 Northfleet, could you have imagined how : even pull off the Fila: one-on-one with Frank Lampard - bit surreal - 
: your career would pan out? Were you turned = and Dr Martens look > but I held my own. To this day, that was the 

; down by any professional clubs before that? : : hardest two weeks of my life. I was always 

: Lee Sims, London : : tired. I wasn’t used to the regime and the pace 
: No. West Ham were the first club to ask me for: : of the game. Then, after two weeks, Harry 

: atrial. I supported West Ham - I had claret and : 3 [Redknapp] said: “You’ve got a pro contract.” 

= blue on my wall-so that wasadreamcome — : : Three years, £750 a week. It was unreal. 

: true. I’m still living the dream now - I’ve had an : 

: unbelievable life. Could I have expected it? Nah. Was it intimidating to be a youngster in 

- Iwas a painter and decorator; just a normal, a: dressing room featuring the likes of Paolo 












: Di Canio, Ian Wright and Stuart Pearce? 
James Hall, Weymouth 
: There were a lot of big characters at West Ham 
© back then. I signed on the same day as Paolo 
Di Canio. He was just weird - another strange 
: character. One day he’d come in singing opera; 
: the next day he’d have the hump. I knew 
‘ when he was unhappy, so as a young man 
James Richard Bullard ~_ ee ae . I’d give him a wide berth. 
PYRO Mb Es) ; ” ® Itwas a minefield, that dressing 
East Ham, London x =—— room: Di Canio, Wright, Neil 
soa e li ie 4. Me Ruddock, Stuart Pearce, John 
Midfielder j rv ‘ Moncur, Julian Dicks - you had to 
SRR a A : : a F know your place. I couldn’t be like 

Northfleet 30 games (7 goals); qe | (Ss / ~ Ve Iam now. But if I hadn’t have gone 
1999-01 West Ham United R : ff | to West Ham I wouldn’t have achieved 
0 (0); 2001-03 Peterborough : a : — half the things I’ve achieved today. It was 
United 77 (14); 2003-06 Wigan a ; an unreal learning curve. 
Athletic 157 (11); 2006-09 Fulham 41 (7); & | 
2009-11 Hull City 24 (6); 2011 Ipswich : How did you feel when West Ham let you go? 
Town (loan) 16 (5); 2011-12 Ipswich Town & : Matthew Betwell, Kent 
21 (1); 2012 MK Dons 3 (0) : A little bit gutted. I had a lot of mates there 

Second Division 2003 7 and felt I could have held my own in the first 
| : team, but I don’t think holding your own was » 






“Twas a crap buy for 
Hull, really. If my club 
paid £5m for a guy who 
only played 20 games, 

I wouldnt be happy” 





F 
a 


enough for Harry - he wanted someone 
who was going to set up two goals a game. 
We left on great terms. I said: “I'll prove 
you wrong one day, Harry,” and he said: 

“T hope you do, Jim. Good luck.” And away 
I went to Peterborough. 


You played for The Posh, but what’s the 
poshest thing you’ve ever done? 

Rhodri James, via Facebook 

[Laughs] I like that. Good question. [Pauses] 
I was in Spain the other week, eating caviar 
with a glass of sparkly. It was average - not 
a touch on pie and mash. I didn’t really 
enjoy it - it’s just fish eggs - but I felt posh. 


When you joined Wigan they were in the 
third tier; three years later you’re in the 
top half of the Premier League and in 
the League Cup final. How great was the 
buzz around the club at that time, and 
what gave you such momentum? 

Sajid H, via email 

When I signed we were getting crowds of 
four, five, six thousand at the JJB Stadium, and 
it’s quite a big stadium, so it felt a bit empty. 
They were already all but guaranteed to go up 
into the Championship when I got there 
because they were so many points ahead, ; 
even with about 15 games to go. You could feel : | 
the buzz building around the club. Paul Jewell 
was doing really well, having taken Bradford up : | 
to the Premier League before. And then we go_ 
up into the Championship and just miss out on 
the play-offs, but we’re slowly building, and 
there’d be seven, eight, nine thousand there. 
The following year we do even better and go 
up automatically behind Sunderland. I didn’t 
expect it to happen so quickly. 

I’d never won any medals for winning 
leagues and stuff in my career before that; : 
I was just pottering around, trying to make my 
way in the game, and at Peterborough we : 
were near the bottom so Wigan was my 
first club where we were achieving things. 

I suppose it just crept up on me, and by the 
time we reached the Premier League we 
were getting crowds of 15,000 or 20,000 - 
maybe more. Chelsea was our first 

home game and it felt like ‘we’re here’. 

We finished comfortably in mid-table in 
the Premier League and played in the 
League Cup final. Then suddenly a few 
players started to leave. Bloody 
hell - why can’t a group of 
players just stay together and 
see where it takes them? 


a 


Celebrating 
: promotion to the 

: Premier League 
Paul Jewell 

: prepares for a frank 
: exchange of views 


: just as he closed the 
: door and he shut it on 

: my head. We just had 

: alittle tear-up - alittle 

: scuffle. The other players 
: weren’t around but 

: I remember looking 

: outside and seeing our 

: scout, Bill Green, looking 

= at me, thinking: ‘What’s 

: going on?’ He was crying 
: with laughter and I was crying with rage. 

: But to be fair, I was on the subs’ bench for 

: the game and Paul Jewell put me on for 

: a 20-minute runaround. The next day we 

: were fine. He knew I needed a refresher; 

: a rest to revitalize myself. And that’s exactly 
: what he gave me. 


| 
| 
















: There’s a clip on YouTube of you laughing at 
a furious Duncan Ferguson. Were you not at 
: least alittle bit terrified of him? 

Nick Parmenter, via Twitter 

No. I’m not scared of anyone. There was 

dg little bit of... maybe not fear; just 

wondering what he was going to do. 

He clumped Paul Scharner in the ribs and as 
_ he walked off I shouted out, trying to be 
funny: “T’ll see you in the tunnel at the end 
of the game!” I was just trying to have 
a laugh. And he was like: “Yeah, all right”. 

And I was like: “Oh”. I saw him about 

two weeks later at the races. The other 

Wigan players were trying to shunt me 

over towards him, but I got away with 

it. I wouldn’t even try to take him. He’s 

huge. I would run, or hide behind one 

of my bigger friends. 


I read that Paul Jewell 
slammed your head in 

a door once. Is that true? 
Niall Lawn, Skelmersdale 
That is true. Long story 
short: he dropped me for 
a game at Chelsea, which 
I didn’t agree with. I ran into his office, 
brazen Bullard as I was, thinking I knew 
everything, shouting: “You shouldn’t have 
dropped me - I want to play at Chelsea.” 

I flung the chair back and walked out, and 
he came running after me. I turned back 


A 
~ 
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Little Jimmy J 










What’s the worst reaction you 
have ever had to one of your 
practical jokes? 
Etienne Callaghan, via Twitter 
Papa [Bouba] Diop. I got him 
badly twice. When I tell stories 
like this, it might not sound that 
| funny, but you have to imagine 
yourself in the scenario. I’d only 
been at Fulham a few weeks 
and all ’'d heard was all the other lads 


: saying: “Papa’s a wardrobe”, “He’s massive”, 

: “He’s rock hard”. So while he was getting 

: a massage and his head was in the hole of the 
: table, I plonked my ball sack on his head and 

: slapped them about. I must have teabagged 
the back of his head four or five times before 

: he clocked that it was my balls. He went 

: absolutely ballistic. He was chasing me 

: around, wanting to kill me. All the boys in the 

: changing room thought it was classic. 


But the best one was at paintballing. Me and 


: Michael Brown on one team, Bouba on the 

: other - get him and we've won it. I’d done my 
: knee and Fulham hadn’t wanted me to go, but 
: I went along anyway. I told Brownie to keep 

: peppering the board Bouba was hiding behind, 
: so that if he lifted his head above it we’d pop 
him. I walked around the side while Brown 

: was shooting and said: “Oi, Bouba, you 

: bastard...” I pinged him on the neck from 

: point-blank range. He was fuming, shouting: 

: “You f**king bastard” as he ran after me. I’ve 

: got one leg at the time, remember. “Papa, the 
: game is finished - you have to take it,” I said. 

: “You always go over the top, Bullard! You had 

: your balls on my head and now you’re 

: shooting me,” he said, pinging me with the 






_“That’s for nutmegging 
me — and tell that 
ginger swine he’s next” 


gun as I’m trying to get away. I ran into this 
netting and couldn’t get out. He was on top of 
me, pinging me. All the boys were crying with 
laughter. I loved Papa. He was a good boy. 


You were a decent free-kick taker. Did 
you practise, or was it natural talent? 
Rusty, via Twitter 

Decent? I was one of the best! [Laughs] 

I practised all the time. I’ll tell you a story. 
We were playing Sheffield United at Craven 
Cottage on the Saturday and we trained on 
the pitch the night before. I was taking 
free-kicks. I must have taken a hundred - 
some all right, some not too good. The next 
day, there were loads of scuff marks where 
I'd been practising. We got a free-kick right 
on one of them. I remember my dad was 


I remember you saying once 
that I was the most outrageous 
person you’d ever met. What did 
I do that was so outrageous?! 
Neil Ruddock, West Ham team-mate 


S**t in a bath - the team bath in the 
changing room! Razor said: “That’s my 
bath; no one’s getting in it.” That’s how 
random he was. Not only was he a 
lunatic, he also had the best left peg 
I’ve ever seen. Unbelievable. 


: How close were you to playing for 

: Germany at the 2006 World Cup on 

: their own turf? Did you brush up on 

: your German to impress their FA? 

: Joseph Beeston, via Twitter 

: I still don’t know what happened there. 
: I think someone in the press, or maybe 








: watching. Before I put the ball down, I knew 
: Iwas going to score. I got into position and just: 
: thought: ‘This is going top corner’. And it did. 

: True story. It was one of the best I ever took. 

: There was another one at Newcastle where 

: [hit it across Shay Given and he just stood still. 
: I think he might still be standing there. 








“Decent free-kick 
4 taker? I was one 


of the best” f 


: my agent, asked if I was German and I just 

| : said: “Yeah, I’m a quarter German” - and then 
: it suddenly became a big hoo-ha. There wasn’t 
3 really much to it, to be honest. I think maybe 
my agent was just being busy. It all got blown 
: out of proportion a bit. 


: How did you react when you got your first 
: England call-up? Did you expect it? 
: David Bull, Stevenage 


“Thit one free-kick across Shay Given and he 


: beforehand if you’re in the running, so that 


Just stood still. I think he's still standing there” 


: myname came up and the FA called me 
: to confirm it. Suddenly my place was 
: like a nut house! 


I loved it. I didn’t expect it at all and I still 
can’t believe it to this day. You get told 


was the big surprise, but I still thought 
I wouldn’t make the full squad. But then 


: You recently revealed how yourself and 

: David Bentley didn’t really respect Fabio 
: Capello and broke his rules about food in 
: the England training camp. In hindsight, 
: do you regret that attitude? 

: Michael Farrant, Chelmsford 
: Who was the best player you played against, : 

: and who was the worst you played with? 

: Andy Harper, Tunbridge Wells 

: [Cristiano] Ronaldo and Paul Scholes were the 
: best. Ronaldo was ridiculous. He was so fast 

: and sharp - he nutmegged me. And Scholes 

: always knew where everybody was. He was 

: a dirty bastard, though; he chopped me a 

: number of times. The worst I played with was 
: Andy Edwards, a centre-half for Peterborough 
: [laughs]. He couldn’t kick the ball straight. 
: He used to think that the further you 

: kicked it, the better. Now he’s a great 

: coach at Leyton Orient and teaches all 

: his teams to play football - totally 

: different to how he was as a player. 


No, we respected him, but sometimes you 


: just get hungry and don’t like what’s 

: downstairs. I was new to it - I blame it all on 
: Bents. He said: “I can get McDonald’s” and 

: I asked: “How? There’s security everywhere.” 
: But he just said: “Don’t worry, McDonald’s 

: will be coming.” As easy as that. We were 

: eating McDonald’s on his bed. 


I was so desperate to play that I warmed up 


like a madman. I was just trying to 


Sadly this was the | 
closest Bullard got 
“to playing for England 
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get the manager’s attention - it’s like 
I was saying: “I’m here and I’m ready”. I was 
swinging my arms around all over 
the place and Crouchy was 
Ze | wetting himself. The lads all 
= = found it hilarious. Sadly, 
. “— X Capello wasn’t having 
Lf : any of it and I didn’t 
2 " get on. He took me to 
one side after the 
game and said: “Jimmy, 
I didn’t realise you didn’t already have a cap - 
I would have put you on if I’d realised.” I said: 
“Well, maybe next time then.” I didn’t get 
another call-up, and that was that. 


Who is the funniest person in football? 
Johnny Boulton, via email 

Bulldog - that’s me. Stop asking silly 
questions! No, I’ve met a couple of funny ones. 
A Welsh boy I played with at Wigan called 
Michael Flynn was mad funny - if you showed 
him a cotton wool ball, he’d eat it. I find that 
funny, but my kind of funny might not be 

to everybody’s taste; I like randomness. 

For example, one of my old team-mates, 
Jamie Hand, couldn’t get a room in a hotel, 
so he took a s**t in his hand, rolled it up and 
lobbed it into the foyer while shouting 

“s**t bomb!” He’s a lunatic. 


Many Fulham fans were unhappy when you 
refused to sign a new contract and then left 


for Hull after a long spell out injured. Do you : 


regret the way that relationship fell apart? 
Phil Smith, Sutton 

Yeah, I was gutted how that come about. 

I wanted to stay at Fulham - I made that 
clear. I just never had a manager who wanted 
me. Roy Hodgson kept stringing me along, 
really. I had some terrible things happen. I had 
the manager not turning up to a contract 


meeting. Me, the chief executive and my agent : 


were there, and the manager should have 
been there. They called him up and he was on 
the golf course. When a manager does that to 
you, you know where you are. Our relationship 
was pretty s**t towards the end. I just wish 
someone had come up to me and said: “We 
don’t want you because your knee’s gone”, or 


“The manager doesn’t want you”, or “We want : 
you to run down the last year of your contract, : 


and then go”. But they left it up in the air 
and left me hanging out to dry. 


Was getting injured 

on your Hull debut 
against West Ham 

your lowest point? 
Simon Nash, Beverley 
Yeah. I wanted to go out 
there and show why they 
paid £5 million. When a club’s 
paid that much, that’s the first 
thing you want to do. I only 
played 20 times for Hull - I was 
as**t buy, really. I never got into 
my flow. I had some good games 
but if you asked Hull fans what 
they thought, 99 per cent would 
say I wasn’t a very good buy. 
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_ |f If my club paid £5m for a player and he only 
played 20 games, I wouldn’t be happy either. 
How much planning went into the team 
celebration against Manchester City, 
mocking Phil Brown’s on-pitch team talk? 
_ J-Dizzle, via Twitter 
_ Alot! Paul McShane, the mad Irishman, 
: _ came up with that when we were having our 
: eee "Fs meal on the Friday evening. I’d never do that 
= celebration at 4-0 down - we said beforehand 
= that it was only for an equaliser or if we were 
= winning. We did it and got away with it. Just. 


- # 


c ill 
Ps 


: Nigel Pearson: 
not on Bullard’s 

: Christmas card list 
Jimmy, Vic & 
: Bob, coming to a TV 

: screen near you 


: You played under Nigel Pearson at Hull. He 
: doesn’t seem like the kind of guy who’s up 
: for a laugh - did that cause any problems? 
= Matthew Humpleby, via Twitter 
: It wasn’t that he wasn’t up for a laugh; I just 
: didn’t see eye-to-eye with him. He’d tell you 
: one thing, then do another. I can’t stand 
= people like that. He did a few things I hated 
: which are between him and me, and loads of 
other wrong stuff. He told me to take 
my time to think over a move to 
Celtic, so I went up there for four 
days and he slaughtered me on 
Sky Sports for taking too long. 

» It wasa big decision for me: 
> % my missus was pregnant 

and it was a different 
~ league. He took a liberty. 
I’ve just not got time 
for the fella. When politics 
and stuff like that get in the 
way of football, that’s when 
I get the hump. 

















Do you still use Wash & Go? 
» Samvid Gupta, via Facebook 
~ Idon’t. 1 use Kerastase now. 

I had three great years with 
Wash & Go and did a great advert 
with the people down there [left]. 
Then my hair went grey! 
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| A great Premier § 


League moment 
| ruined by a snood 


7 
ed 
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: Inthe last decade, Jimmy, you’ve gone 

: : from being a Football League player to a 
. : television star - where do you think you 
team talk for an equaliser. 


: will be in another 10 years’ time? 
: Aaron Hodges, Manchester 


We got away withit - just” 


Television star? Thanks for that. I don’t know 


: where I'll be in 10 years. I like TV - it gives 

: mea buzz. I tell you what my dream is: to 

: have my own show where | interview lots of 

: celebrities. My dream guests? The Beckhams, 
: probably. I wouldn’t want to run a show that’s 
: politically correct; I would want to run a show 
: where I could ask any sort of question. It 

: would be like being at a bar with your mate, 

: but with me talking to Becks, instead. 


: Who is the most famous celebrity you’ve 

: met since you became a showbiz A-lister? 
: Any impressive numbers in your phone? 
Tony Bright, Edinburgh 

: Wow. I got Louis Tomlinson and Niall [Horan] 
: from One Direction, because they’re my 

: mates now. That’s just the way I roll. 

: Actually, I'll tell you who I met who’s a really 
: nice fella: Bob Mortimer. I’m normally the 

: first to go up to people and say hello, but 

: he came up to me first. He’s a very random 

: fella - very funny. I love him, so it was 

: great to meet him. 


: Do you still have the shirt that you wore 

as a pundit on the BBC once [below], 

: which broke the internet? 

: David Paddock, via Facebook 

Yes, I do. I love it - it’s one of my favourite 

: shirts. It’s not my fault people on the BBC 

: don’t know how to dress. I’m not the odd one 
: out. In fact, they’re the odd ones out. 





De ase 
: @ “Wrap it up, guys, I’ve —s 
- < 
: @ got a nightclub to run” ; ~ 


Who would you like to see quizzed here? 


And what question would you ask them? 
Tweet us @FourFourTwo with #1on1 
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WHAT A SHOWER! 


The errant sprinkler has long been the curse of the pitchside reporter, 
but during Ross County’s Scottish Premiership trip to Celtic, 
unsuspecting full-back Richard Foster (left) also felt the full water 
force of Parkhead’s malfunctioning sprinklers. It wasn’t the best of 
days for the ex-Rangers man - he got a soaking and lost 2-0. Chin up! 
Picture Jeff Holmes/PA 
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“DO FLAGS BURN?” 


They may be dwarfed by their gargantuan city (and stadium) rivals 
Bayern, but 1860 Munich fans belied their second-tier status with 
flags, fireworks and plenty of noise during August’s Bavarian derby 
_ at Nuremberg. Though Bayern vs Nuremberg is traditionally the 

. ,fegion’s bigger fixture, Die Lowen - very nearly relegated last term 
- battled to a 2-2 draw, thanks in no small part to their supporters. 


Picture Micha Will/Bongarts/Getty 
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BARCELONA: BIG IN TIBET 


Well, technically this isn’t Tibet - it’s Dharamsala in India, the seat of the Dalai Lama and the 

_ disputed territory’s government in exile - but you know what we mean. Defying Himalayan 
monsoon season turning their football pitch into a quagmire, students at the Tibetan Children’s 
*,, Village School have pressed on with their afternoon kickabouts, donning their Blaugrana best 

" despite misty conditions and a distinct lack of grass. Now, which one of you is the Tibetan Messi? 
Picture Ashwini Bhatia/AP/PA 
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Upfront editor Andrew Murray; Top 10 words Nick Moore 





| Suarez ‘9 
IEBEL SOUL aia 


Fabian Delph’s will-he-won’t-he move didn’t 


make him the first player to have a change of 


1 


A surreal phone call from then-Spurs 
chairman Irving Scholar to Paul 
Gascoigne, en route to Manchester after 
promising Alex Ferguson he’d sign for 
United, persuaded Gazza to veer towards 
London instead (Fergie had gone on 
holiday, convinced the deal was done). 
Scholar offered the young Geordie 
genius a BMW, a house for his parents 
and a sunbed for his sister. “My sister 
should have got a spray tan,” Gascoigne 
said later. “I’d have a few more medals.” 


Poor Harry Haslam. The visionary 
Sheffield United manager scouted 
South America in 1978 - a time 
when few British talent-spotters 
got beyond their local park - and 
came across young tyro Diego 
Maradona tearing things up for 
Argentinos Juniors. He talked 
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heart, as these transfer troublemakers show 


the club down to £600,000 and the move 
was on, only for the Blades board to get 
cold feet over the fee. They bought Alex 
Sabella instead for £160,000. Shocker. 


When West Ham’s David Unsworth and 
his wife Jane wanted to move closer to 
their native North West in 1998, he had 
a choice of Aston Villa or his former club, 
Everton. He chose the former but lasted 
barely a month amid rumours that Jane 
underestimated her husband’s commute 
home from Birmingham to Merseyside. 


dream. I was playing | 
with Mick Speight” | 








“He was told he had to be home by 1pm 
or his dinner would be in the bin,” huffed 
the ever-tactful Villa boss John Gregory, 

as Unsworth rejoined the Toffees. 

A triumph for women’s suffrage. 


4. A piece of (possibly embellished) 
Turin folklore. Gigi ‘The Butterfly’ Meroni 
was Torino’s darling, and after three 
magical seasons attracted a bid from 
big-boy city-mates Juventus. Workers at 
the Turin Fiat factory - overwhelmingly 
Torino fans - threatened their employers, 
the Juve-owning Agnelli family, with 

a strike if the deal went ahead. It didn’t. 
Sadly, a fatal accident robbed 
the fans of Meroni’s genius 

a few months later anyway. 





Brazilian internationals simply 
lidn’t move to England in the 
early ’90s, so Mike Walker signing 















bona fide star Muller on the back of 

a World Cup win in 1994 gave ardent 
Toffees a genuine frisson. Alas, Muller’s 
agent called, upset that the proposed 
£10,000-a-week wages were “before 
tax” and that (unlike Gazza) he wouldn’t 
get a free house. Muller went to Japan; 
Walker snapped up Duncan Ferguson 
from Rangers. Like-for-like. 


The 2011 riots didn’t just result in 

looted TVs and a liberated bag of 

Tesco Value basmati rice - they also 
denied Nottingham Forest a Dutch 
sensation. ADO Den Haag winger Wesley 
Verhoek, who had dazzled against Forest 
boss Steve McClaren’s Twente in the 
Eredivisie, had agreed terms and passed 
a medical, but arrived in the Midlands 
just as it was partly burning to the 
ground. Verhoek promptly decided he 
was “homesick” and “didn’t think it was 
fair to proceed”. Bottler. 


—— 


Spurs’ generosity 
towards Gazza 
knew no bounds 










The biggie. If you’re going to do 
something like become the most 
high-profile Catholic to sign for Rangers, 
it’s probably wise not to first let yourself 
be paraded around Celtic’s Parkhead 
ground, saying: “There’s no other British 
club I could play for.” But Mo Johnston 
[above] did, before being tempted by 
Graeme Souness to leap the terrifying 
sectarian chasm and whip animosities 
into a frothy crescendo. Impressively, 
Johnson united the Old Firm: Celtic and 
Rangers fans both hated him after this. 


If learning English was a computer game 
then doing it in Newcastle and Liverpool 


would be like fighting an end-level boss 
right at the start. But unassuming 
Bavarian Dietmar Hamann successfully 


negotiated these conversational deep 
ends between 1998 and 2006, only to 
be defeated - so legend has it - by the 
Boltonian brogue. “He was shocked to 
discover he could hardly understand a 
word the locals were saying,” reported 
The Bolton News after Hamann visited 
the McDonald’s next to Wanderers’ 
stadium. After one official day on the 
books, Didi went to Manchester City. 


Four years into 

his illustrious Saints 
career, Matt Le 
Tissier - a Glenn 
Hoddle nut as a 
| nipper — nearly joined 
Spurs in 1990. “We’d 
agreed on wages,” 
Le Tiss admitted, but 
_ he eventually reneged, 
| mainly thanks to his 

fiancée Cathy not 

' fancying life in the 
capital. “We were very 
= | settled,” said the man 
whose loyalty led him 
to became known as ‘Le God’ in 
Southampton, “and the way I lived 
didn’t really suit the bright lights of 
London.” There’s a great kebab house 
on Stoke Newington Road, Matt. 


10 


It’s still a twitchy subject for Liverpool 
fans, but the fact remains that, with a 
£32m offer from Chelsea on the table, 
Steven Gerrard did turn down £100,000 
a week and submit a transfer request 
on July 5, 2005, six weeks after That 
Night In Istanbul. Later admitting to 
“eating paracetamol like Smarties” as 
he watched his shirt being burned by 
Kopites, the Reds’ talisman now 





claims the request was brinksmanship. 


He rang his chairman at 11pm to say 
he wanted to stay. Smoothly done. 






56.29% 


Win ratio at Liverpool. 
Have that, Brendan! 








STRATE 


Military board game 
with which he was 
obsessed with as a kid 


Lh 
CHESS 



















He drives a Mini Cooper 
with a Union Jack roof 






RAFA'S 










BIGGEST Followers on 
He started playing at REGRETS Twitter of his 
the age of 13 and says feline lookalike 
it is useful for tactics @rafacatetez 





SLEEPLESS 


After the 2007 






Career-ending 
knee injury 10% 
Selling Xabi Alonso 
while at Liverpool 10% 
The ‘facts’ rant 


His one word to Djimi 









Traore at half-time of at Fergie 10% Champions League 
the 2005 Champions Accepting the Final he walked the 
League Final, before Chelsea job 10% streets of Athens, as 
calling him back due Over use of the word Liverpool had booked 
to Steve Finnan’s injury ‘cloob’ 60% too few hotel rooms 





£6,000,000 


Fee Liverpool paid to end his five-year deal in 2010 (he was entitled to £16m) 






1986 Retired 
1993 neetant 
1995 Valladolid 
1998 Maria 
2000 Tenerife 
2001 Valencia 
2005 Miracle 
2009 Facts 
2011 Tears 
2012 Interim 
2015 Merengue 


~ONE-WORD TIMELINE 
1960 Bebe 
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Woody's ‘memorable’ 


Real Madrid debut 


Twelve months after joining, the defender 
scores an own goal and gets sent off. Oops 


“F**k me, what a debut,” puffed 
Jonathan Woodgate after playing 
his first game for Real Madrid a 
decade ago. And not in a good way. 
The injury-prone, controversy-ridden 
centre-back had followed David 
Beckham and Michael Owen to the 
Spanish capital in August 2004, after 
Florentino Perez had decided English 
was the way to go. But the club’s 
president was perhaps being naive 
when he insisted his £13.4m signing 
would “be playing within three weeks”. 
In fact, it would be over a year 
before Woodgate made his Bernabeu 
bow, thanks to a troublesome thigh. 
When his name was finally called out 
over the PA - to (possibly ironic) cheers 
from the home fans - it couldn’t have 
been in more trying circumstances. 
Despite boasting a full quota of 
Galacticos, Madrid were on their fifth 
manager in three years and in the 
bottom six after a dreadful start to 
the season. Replacing the injured 
Ivan Helguera, Woodgate lined up 
alongside another 
25-year-old of 
unfulfilled potential, 
Francisco Pavon, 
himself only in the 
team due to Sergio 
Ramos’ suspension. 
Even a mediocre 
Athletic Bilbao side 
must have been 
smacking their chops. 
Yet Madrid won 3-1, 
Woodgate calm and 
assured. If only he 
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hadn’t scored an own goal to concede 
a half-time lead, before being sent off. 

“T was lying in the changing room as 
Ronaldo came over to console me,” 
the Teessider told FFT. “He told me not 
to worry because my career could 
have been over through injury, yet I 
was back playing. That made me feel 
better. Then Kieron Dyer texted me to 
say it was the worst debut ever!” 

AS were just as cruel. “If Real Madrid 
had not won,” wrote one columnist, 
“Woodgate would have ended up 
abandoning the country in a van 
with flowers painted on the side. His 
destination: some hippy retreat where 
the past no longer matters.” 

In fact, Woodgate - who won friends 
by learning Spanish and travelling the 
country during his appearance-less 
first season - played 14 games in his 
second, being tipped for a call-up to 
England’s 2006 World Cup squad 
before injury intervened. Obviously. 


Also in this month... 
1990 The Faroes beat 

Austria in a European 
Championship qualifier 
- one of the biggest 
_ international shocks. 
2006 UNICEF become 
Barcelona’s first ever 
shirt ‘sponsors’. 

2011 Fenerbahce play 
in front of a crowd of 
women and children - 
over 40,000 of them - 
| after banning men 
due to crowd trouble. 







a ut ul 


At first glance,a5.4% ale might = )-4 


appear a strange way of solving 


Serbia’s issues with football ip 


hooliganism. But on the 
outskirts of Formby, plans 
are afoot to unite Belgrade’s 
biggest two clubs in one tipple. 
The Red Star Brewery has only 
been doing its stuff since May, 
but one of the company’s 
biggest sellers is already proving 
a hit in the former Yugoslavia and they 
will send 20 cases to one of Belgrade’s 
most popular upcoming beer festivals. 
“We were going to call the beer Red 
Star Belgrade,” Ian Walsh, one of the 
brewery’s three founders, tells FFT, 
“but we thought that wouldn’t really be 
fair, so we decided to mix the two. I 
introduce you to the Red Star Partisan.” 
Er, right. So that’s Partizan and Red 
Star - two teams who properly despise 


Wikisays what? 
Harry Redknapp 


Wiki says: 


“Redknapp has said that he was a big 
Arsenal fan as a kid” 


| 
y school 


Ve 


v you bastard!” | 


Redknapp says: 
“Well, my dad was an 
Arsenal fan, but when I left 


West Ham, they went out 


et J, 


ST Tasked for a cider, 


1 Ap a? 
ra 
Vo Af, 


SM ae 


each other and whose 

fans are more likely to share a prison cell 
than a tipple - together on a beer bottle. 
What could possibly go wrong? 

“Are they taking the piss?” Partizan fan 
Marko Milojevic asks FFT. “I don’t even 
drink Heineken because they overhype 
their red star logo, so why would I drink a 
product from a brewery called Red Star? 

“No, thank you. Besides, we have our 
own Serbian beer which is perfectly fine.” 


OF PF 





at 14 and joined 


Ol the window. 

I think that once 
you get into 
football and 

90 toateam, 
that becomes 
your team.” 





Incidentally, Partizan’s club badge also 
boasts a (presumably understated and 
not “overhyped”) red star, a point readily 
made by Dragan Stojanovic, who 
supports Red Star Belgrade. 


“Tt’s all just too confusing,” he laments. 


“Don’t they know we’re rival clubs? 

Of course I’d never drink Partizan beer, 
even if it were the only brand available. 
Maybe the Grobari [‘Gravediggers’, a 
less-than-complimentary nickname for 
Partizan fans] are more likely to enjoy it. 
The red star in their own logo doesn’t 
bother them, so why should this?” 

On the outskirts of Liverpool, however, 
hope springs eternal that an age-old 
rivalry might cease long enough for 
supporters to unite and indulge in a 
case of six pre-match malt ales. 

“It might bring them together, who 
knows?” says Walsh, optimistically. 
“The press in Belgrade picked it up, too. 


| street instead. Rather them than us. 


I think they'll enjoy it. That’s 
the power of beer: one city, 
two teams, one beer. The 
marketing writes itself. 

“The ideal thing would be 
for the beer to be sold at both 
Red Star and Paritzan games. 
Whether you’re allowed to 
sell beer in the stadiums, I’m 
not too sure, but that would 
be the perfect scenario.” Right. 

FFT’s man in Serbia, however, 
confirms that alcohol is 
banned from all stadia in the 
Balkan country. Given the 
sparks that fly before, during 
and after the Belgrade derby - 
‘the Eternal Derby’ - that’s 
probably for the best. 

Maybe Walsh and his Red Star 
brewery boys can sell it on the 







In this month’s quality quartet: managers, Man United, Match of the Day and a madman 





Living on the Volcano 
Michael Calvin (Century, £16.99) 


What makes the modern manager tick? 
What role does pressure play? What’s 
left of a man when his job is suddenly 
taken away? Calvin interviews Alan 
Pardew, Garry Monk, Mark Hughes and 
others to learn about a lot more than 
on-pitch management. Brilliant stuff. 


Mark Hughes: “We need 
football people who understand how 
difficult life is and the value of a pound.” 


8 scree. 





A Season in the Red 
Jamie Jackson (Aurum, £18.99) 

ee 
Beginning with David Moyes and flowing 
into Louis van Gaal’s first season in 
charge, The Guardian correspondent 
investigates Manchester United’s 
dugout struggles since Alex Ferguson’s 
retirement. It includes a fine profile of Ed 
Woodward, the man behind the scenes. 


“United put in their worst 
display in living memory and construct 
the gallows for Moyes to meet his fate.” 





Diego Costa: 
The Art of War 
Fran Guillen (BackPage, £9.99) 

@ 
Chelsea’s battering ram goes under the 
microscope in this insightful retelling of 
the pantomime villain’s troubled rise to 
the top. Costa’s former coaches, agents 
and friends reminisce on the man who’s 
equally adept at irritating people on the 


poker table as well as the football pitch. 


“He actually likes people 
kicking him. He needs that.” 


Match of the Day 365 
Steve Wilson (BBC Books, £14.99) 

@ 
Since its 1992 inception, the Premier 
League has provided enough stories to 
fill a book. So the BBC did, with a football 
moment for every day of the year, from 
Jurgen Klinsmann’s swan dive on his 
Spurs debut to Ipswich’s 9-0 Old Trafford 
shellacking. Perfect toilet reading. 


“Klinsmann had a snorkel 
in his bag, but the joke went down so 
well he didn’t need any props.” 
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Football as worshi 
Ip; the H 
| and of God - it had to 
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: ee foo Ss soccer deity was the natur l 
- glesia Maradoniana j é 
oe prod nd Is devoted to praisi 
oe My heart S religion is Maradona,” A 
er Alejandro Veron, who counts Aine t 
since 
ear 54, 


Zlatan knows that Zlatan is good 
enough to eat - and for ‘just’ £30 
the delicious Swede can get stuck 
into himself thanks to a massive 
three-cheese and bacon burger 
flipped at Doddy’s Cafe, Paris. If he 
leaves, will they rename ‘The Zlatan’ 
The Benjamin Stamboull’? 


BIER , 
| Diez’s birth, making it currently the y 





= Alejandro Vero 























N prays 
a ba {or strength, courage ff | 
There’s only one logical a q Sense of p Urage & 
name for a plane flying — tive 


between Southampton é f: | ss 


and Guernsey, so Flybe 
duly unveiled ‘The Matt 
Le Tissier’ in 2007. 
Presumably it sits on : wat ; 

aaa The vision and quality of the 


Sean ogee mines Azizi brand inspired me to be 
before producing | . a part of this development,” 
a sensational flight. | fibbed the Greatest Liverpool 


3 ae @" Player Ever™ about this £150m 
luxury Dubai development. 
That’s right, Stevie: 


a) : vision, brand quality 





— and the free £1m 
penthouse they 
threw in as part 
of the deal. 
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CR7 may have a galaxy to his name, 
but Czech-Austrian Wunderteam 
kingpin Josef ‘Pepi’ Bican, the most 
prolific striker in history, has an 
asteroid. 40634 Pepibican’ is 
currently drifting around in an 
asteroid belt between Mars and 
Jupiter. Good for him. 


Running from Woolloomooloo (a real place), 
the Cahill Expressway - actually named after 
namesake John - was rechristened after Tim 
for 36 hours in 2013 in an attempt to inspire 
the Socceroos to World Cup qualification. “This 
is the best moment of my life,” he said. Really? 


i ! | 
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<a underer’s equine appearance 
-noted, and eee , | 
an actual h nas in fact inspired = ho 
eee orse. Van Nistelrooy P | \ = al ‘ 
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a on) was the most expensive Dap = ee 
Ing of 2001 ($6.4m) and now Epa a 
ee a 3 stud in New Zealand, where Meanwhile in the Us. _— ae 
e's sired a nag called Van Basten 


“Gary Cahillhas a 7 
So, Ruud, why the long face? Tightbulb moment (7 
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Think you know your footballers? See if 
you can identify this rabble, coming to 
a T-shirt, cushion or coffee mug near you 





Have you ever been disagreement is whenever Cruzeiro line-up, and it just should make the cut based 
rendered frustrated by football is the topic of went on from there.” on a combination of talent 
a fruitless attempt to discussion. “One member There’s a wide range of and their identification with 
MgC Meme BNL ay of the party claimed that teams on offer, from the club in question. 

eM cel kta mlm Lele) a Cruzeiro player from the Manchester United and “Some people take it 
Juniors XI printed on it in 1970s called Joaozinho was | Barcelonato Flamengo and | pretty seriously,” says 


pixelated form? Yes? Well, | far better than Ronaldo, Ipswich Town, with prints Eklund. “We once received 

eC Meal Garis which got the reaction available on items such as death threats from 

Squad is here to help. you’d expect,” explains mugs, T-shirts, phone cases | a Juventus fan for leaving 
The firm was launched in co-founder Oskar Eklund. and clocks. Customers can out Alessandro Del Piero!” 

a Swedish pub last year, “The next day, he sent request new sides, with 

when a group of friends me a pixelated illustration All-Time Squad carefully Fancy a pixelated T-shirt? 

realised just how common of his favourite all-time selecting which players Visit alltimesquad.com 





: Ay /, #; ras 
MMM LL) 


Answers: 1 Roberto Carlos 2 Ruud Gullit 3 Diego Maradona & Junior 5 Ronaldinho 6 Franz Beckenbauer 7 Roberto Baggio 8 Franck Ribery 


=> 





Words Greg Lea 
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GREATEST 
FLAMENCO 


Or perhaps you’d prefer Ronaldo’s 
latest floor-filler? One man imagines 
how the album covers might look 

if players made music. It’s a hit! 


Which 

footballer 
appears on the 
front cover of 











et ESE eee pe ie 8 “I’m so exciting, every time I play, 
; 4 Ge Drogbasvins: OL Big Lore the fans want to have sex with 
. <a vn ee his last kick for Chelsea} = me.” Who said this: Paolo Di Canio, 
eee (until a couple ot years later) @ Freddie Ljungberg or George Best? 













Oasis’ 1994 } , er ed . : :i a 
debut album ae | JY Aa oo a oe Which club, currently playing in 
5 Q1: No, this j 1 ad. if a ant at. 
Definitely Maybe? rnot the nee eT ee ee PD : League One, were founded by 
Definitz ever of —— gy SS ee Reverend W B Pitt in 1879? 
Who scored efinitely Maybe ~ a - be a = = f a + re i? 
i | ; Te pm ' ; 
the winning . ah; pan SL al alii lell 1 Of the 20 managers in the 
fd , 
goal in Hereford United s aelee sr i 2 Premier League at the start 
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of the 2015-16 season, seven had 
managed in La Liga. Name them. 


famous 1972 FA Cup third round A | ia € Rist, Pee ‘ 


victory over Newcastle? 


Five teams have retained the 

English league title (the old First 
_ | Division or the Premier League) since the 
A Second World War. Name them. 

- Former Liverpool and Zimbabwe 

goalkeeper Bruce Grobbelaar 12 For how many club sides 
once appeared in British soap has 26-year-old Tampa Bay 
Coronation Street. True or false? Rowdies forward Freddy Adu played: 
—————————————— =dECf dcecight, 11 or 13? 


Which Bundesliga side are 
nicknamed The Lilies? 


Who missed the penalty 

immediately before Didier 4 
Drogba scored the final spot-kick “~7 = 
in the 2012 Champions League | 
Final shootout? 











Which team topped their Name the only two teams 


a ec 
- | 





2014-15 Champions  Q6: Bet Pynch raises [an to have appeared in two Which team have scored the 
League group despite scoring a glass to the idea ora a i European Cup Winners’ Cup fewest goals in a Premier 
only four goals in six games? ! B.; finals and won neither. League season without being relegated? 


Bruce Grobbelaar cameo 
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The front cover of Glenn Hoddle and 
Chris Waddle’s triumphant 1987 hit 
single Diamond Lights is as impressive 
a beast as the aural assault contained 
within. The former is a perpendicular 
left hand below the chin away from 
striking the pose that Madonna would 
perfect three years later in Vogue, 
while the latter looks every inch the 
sultry Geordie Morrissey. Heady stuff. 

Indeed, you’d be forgiven for thinking 
that it wouldn’t be possible to eclipse 
football-related cover art’s high 
watermark. But you’d be wrong, and 
it’s all thanks to an Argentine-Italian 
graphic designer who got fed up with 
people asking him whether he thought 
Lionel Messi was a better player than 
Diego Maradona. 

“You can’t compare them, because the 
greatest players are like artists,” Emilio 
Sansolini tells FFT. “Nobody would argue 
whether John Lennon is better than 
Bob Marley, or if Marley is better than 
Pavarotti. That got me thinking about 
what footballers’ album covers would 
look like if they were musicians.” 

So the Independiente fan got to work. 
Beginning with Cristiano Ronaldo on the 
decks for Feel The Power - the Real 
Madrid forward rising from the Ibiza 
dance floor like a sweeping celestial DJ 
- Emilio designed 14 CD covers and five 
vinyl sleeves for stars of years gone by. 







| Q15: “Is one of them | : 
Joe Cole? I want to 
say Joe Cole” f 






1 Which country has played the 
most matches (six) in the 
European Championship without a win? 





Petr Cech has become the 
eighth player to feature in the 
Premier League for both Chelsea and 
Arsenal. Name the other seven. 
1 Which League Two outfit 
currently play their home 
matches at Brunton Park? 


Which legendary Milan striker 
has won the Capocannoniere, 
as Serie A’s top scorer, the most times? 





“T went for Andres Iniesta as an 
old-school romantic singer, with 
clean sounds of the acoustic guitar, 
because of his smooth movements and 
low-profile personality,” says Emilio. 
Elsewhere, you have Andrea Pirlo as 
a classical composer (predictable), a 
long-haired Wayne Rooney as a heavy 
metal bassist (uh, less predictable) and 
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Name the quartet of 
footballers pictured 
whose surnames are 
a type of bird. 








~ arather brilliant Zlatan ‘Nowhere Man’ 


Ibrahimovic with a squeeze box sat 
next to Polish port Gdansk. Obviously. 

Best of all is a sombrero-sporting, 
semi-shirtless Sergio Ramos about to 
croon his way through some Flamenco. 

“The public have really got into it,” 
laughs Emilio. “These were just ideas in 
my head, but most people seem to 


Name the only Paraguayan side 
to win the Copa Libertadores. 


20 Who is the only international 
footballer for Pakistan to have 


played in the Premier League? 


Which current League of 
Ireland side play their home 
games at Hunky Dorys Park? 
2 Who conceded 106 goals to be 
relegated from the Conference 


North last season, the year after letting 
in 119 to come down from the Premier? 


Which ground was Brighton’s 
home from 1902-1997? 












Q19: The Libertadores | 














agree with me!” And what about a real 
shoot with approval from one of his 
subjects? “I’d love to design a proper 
cover,” he says. “That’d be amazing.” 
Well, we’ve got Andy Hinchcliffe’s 
phone number, Emilio. Any takers? 














To see more of Emilio’s cracking designs, 
follow him on Twitter @EmilioSansolini 


Words Andrew Murray 


Q24: Shinned it, | 


‘ though, didn’t he? fee 


Who provided the 
deflected assist for 


Wayne Rooney’s famous overhead 


kick against Manchester City 


i » in February 2011? 


> 
"a 


T have played in the 

top flights in Spain, 
Portugal, France, England and Italy. 
T have 72 caps for a non-European 
team and I took my first head 

coach job in June this year, at the 
age of 37. Who am I? 


Answers on p37 
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Manchester United may often 
be the form horses going into 
the season’s latter stages, but 
they also average the most 
points after 10 games. 





7 by 


The highest proportion of 
a team’s total points won in 
the first 10 games (20 out of 

a season total of 35). Hull 
were sixth after 10 games in 

2008-09, but finished 17th. 


i 


eyi al em Vela 9) 
Middlesbrough after 10 
games in 1992-93, the 

most won by a team that 
would end up relegated at 
the end of that season. 


RS 


Man City went down on goal difference with 38 points in 
1995-96 and the first 10 games of their season set three 
records for the worst start to a Premier League campaign: 


WORST WAAAY La 
POINTS TOTAL (SHARED WITH EVERTON IN 2005-06) 


POM UNEASE LB) 


Fast forward to 2011-12 and, flush with cash and Sergio 
Aguero, City come flying out of the blocks to set two 
somewhat better Prem records, below. They go on to win 
the league - again, on goal difference. 


ETS | ifs 





*Average points tally after 10 games (minimum of four Premier League seasons) 
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To overcome your greatest physical challenge, 
preparation is everything. MaxiNutrition is the UK’s 
#1 expert recommended sports protein brand and 
provides you with scientifically proven, high quality 
proteins to help maintain and build your muscles. 





a. 
NaXi 





maxinutrition.com/rugby NUTRITION 
*Qualified UK sports nutrition experts surveyed. MAXINUTRITION, PROMAX, PROGAIN, CYCLONE and YOU, STRO te ER 


the Star Device are registered trade marks owned by or licensed to the GSK group of companies. 
CHGBI/CHGMX/0220/15a 
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“T knew this interview would be strange, but it has surpassed all my expectations.” Presenting... 


Marcel ‘The Rock’ Desailly 











Hello! Don’t llamas spit on you if you 
try to do that? But yes, I would 

eat a llama. I’m quite happy to eat 
a horse, which is similar. In France and 
Italy we have a special butcher for 
horses. It’s no different from a cow; 

| it’s just a psychological approach that 
makes some people reject horse meat. 
I don’t like sandwiches, though. 
There’s something about a sandwich 
that makes me uncomfortable. 

I’ve not had a sandwich in 25 years. 

I even take the top bit off a burger. 


There’s no point eating really small 
animals. I like a bit of rabbit, though. 
Rabbit in mustard is a great dish. I 
wouldn’t eat an ostrich, I’m not 
comfortable with that. 


No, no... I can agree with Frank. 

I don’t eat much cheese. I remove 
| that from my burgers, too. It’s 

OK on spaghetti. 


No. The only time I’m tempted by 
French cheese is f it’s combined 
with good wine. I’ll take that. 


Yes, yes! Probably. I could be the Hulk: 
very cool, very calm, but if I’m annoyed 
I turn into some sort of monster and 
go crazy. I couldn 

James Bond, though. I fired a gun 
back in Ghana - not towards animals; 
just for fun - but I wouldn’t be good at 
car chases. I have big cars, but I’m too 
scared to take them to full power. 


Who is this other The Rock? Is he 
a cartoon? I am The Rock! 
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I’ve never heard about The Rock. He 
must be the fake The Rock. I like Steve 
McQueen, Iron Man, Transformers, the 
Green Lantern. Action movies raise me 
out of this world, away from my 
worries. But I don’t know him. 


[Long contemplation] Fabien Barthez. 
He has insouciance. He is maybe 
a bit native, but he’d give it a go. 


Marceau was fantastic. He had a 
real passion - he was an artist. 
Le Mime was very good. 


No, but I’m from the breakdancing 
generation. I used to include some 
bits of mime into my breakdancing. 
I did a lot of that as a kid in the ’80s. 
You probably weren’t born. 


Yes! And ‘The Snake’! There was quite 
qd bit of mime in breakdancing. 


been called that by 


He could carry more bottles 
than anyone would think. You’d 
believe that he wouldn’t hold 
many, because he is very short, 
but he would find a way of 

proving you wrong, because 

he is clever. Tactically, he 
would come up with a way, 

a system, to carry a great 

number of bottles. 


It’s OK. I was led to believe that the 
conversation would be strange, but it 
has surpassed all my expectations. 
Marcel Desailly is an ambassador for 
Barclays, the Premier League sponsor. 
Visit barclays.co.uk for more information 
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> Scientifically developed with creatine for strength and performance boosts 
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> The UK’s #1 Expert Recommended Sports Protein Brand’ 





Use Code FOURFOURTWOS50 for 50% OFF at shop.maxinutrition.com 


1. Only applies to 30g & 40g powder range. 2. A minimum of 3g of creatine should be consumed daily for a beneficial effect. 3.Qualified UK sports nutrition experts surveyed. 
*Offer valid until 31st December 2015. Not to be used in conjunction with any other promotions or codes, excludes Sculptress range. Valid for one purchase only. 
MAXINUTRITION, CYCLONE, and the Star Device are registered trade marks owned by or licensed to the GSK group of companies. CHGBI/CHGMX/0221/15 
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When Grimsby used a crowdfunding website to help bolster the transfer budget, FFT 


looked at other attempts to fund football-related fun — and couldn’t believe our eyes 


Gung-ho Mariners fans responded to a shattering shootout defeat in the 
Conference play-off final by campaigning to make 20 large for a new 
player. In fact, they went full marquee signing, raising over £110,000. 
Random celebrity endorsement? A donation from Man vs Food dude Adam 
Richman. We eagerly await his new Cleethorpes-based show, Man vs Fish. 


Target 
£20,000 


This isn’t strictly a football book, but the 
memorable image accompanying the 
Kickstarter campaign announces that 

“JESUS LOVES SOCCER” while our robed saviour 
executes a textbook flying volley (after, er, 
getting on the end of someone’s cross). “Over 
100 illustrations bring Jesus to life,” trumpets 
creator Brian V, “because Jesus loves Soccer, 
Volleyball, Skateboarding...” Of course he does. 





Raised Target 
$148 $1000 


Raised Raised 
£111,193 $10,268 


What could possibly go wrong with Futpong, 

a football-meets-tennis pavement game, apart 
from a name that suggests that after playing it 
your whiffy shoes will need to be taken away 
and destroyed by the armed forces? A campaign 
for the neat urban sport - basically foot-tennis 
with a small, portable net - attracted $15k, but 
not the ambitious target. If only they’d gone with 
Pingball. Who wouldn’t want to play Pingball? 


Raised Target 
$15,175 $50,000 















“The first soccer game that puts you on the side of corruption: bribe people, 
fix and gamble to make your millions.” No, FIFA 2016 hasn’t brought the 
FIFA scandal to your PlayStation - this is a bribe-based app. Ironically it 
couldn’t persuade enough punters to pay in advance, probably because 
most people wanting such a thing would expect to nick it for free nowadays. 


Target 
$75,000 





This curious product makes perfect sense if they 
ever make a Shaolin Soccer-style sequel to the 
Kung Fu Panda series - bamboo shinpads would 
double as a handy mid-game energy snack. 
Otherwise, this is a bit random. Legend Soccer 
Co. is dedicated to “embracing the history, 
culture and simplicity of the game”, so they’ve 
clearly been reading a different history to us. 
It’ll be wicker jockstraps next. 


Target 
$50,000 








Sadly this worthy project proved about as 
successful as the team - deeply ‘un’. Having 
conceded 122 goals in 10 games, Pacific 
Islanders Kiribati appointed enthusiastic 
English coach Jake Kewley, but his modest 
crowdfunding appeal for “equipment and travel 
costs” mustered a not-massively-helpful £20. 
Perhaps the rewards didn’t appeal: those 

two £10 backers would’ve received “a digital 
photo of the Kiribati National Football Team!” 
That’s his excitable punctuation, not ours. 





Raised Target 
£20 £4,000 








There’s a theory that the original Mike Bassett movie cost Sam Allardyce the 
England job in 2006, even though he impressed at the interview stage. 
Apparently, Big Sam’s gruff, portly Northern stereotype was just too similar 
to Ricky Tomlinson’s gruff, portly Northern stereotype. Still, the ex-West Ham 
boss must envy Bassett’s popularity, as this potential sequel made £136,000. 
Unfortunately, Kickstarter operate a missed-target-equals-no-money policy, 
although the producers did then raise a consolation £50k elsewhere. 


Raised 
£136,571 























This makes Pixel Soccer look positively modern. 
Created by two moonlighting men from Madrid 
-— a “computer technician and a hotel worker” - 
it’s a lovely-looking chess-meets-football 
board game with feet firmly in the ‘long shorts 
and heavy balls’ era (even the video promo 
features a plummy Brit and extensive banjo). 
They reached the target with only a few days 
to go: squeaky Spanish bum time. 





Raised €26,433 


Target €25,000 


Target 
£250,000 








The two most obsessively popular things on the 
internet (well, the safe-for-work ones, anyway), 
together at last: how was this not a smash hit? 
Kitty Stadium is, unsurprisingly, a stadium-style 
play area for athletic pussies. Even the rewards 
were awesome: $300 would’ve got you naming 
rights for the arena, “in ginormous letters”, but 
just $497 was pledged overall. Stay strong, 
Kitty Stadium creators - your time will come. 








If there’s one project that absolutely screamed ‘niche audience’ - we’re 
looking at you, Jay DeMerit’s friends and family - then this was it. And yet 
almost 2,000 backers collectively stumped up nearly a quarter of a million 
dollars to fund a documentary about the rags-to-relative-riches tale 

of the former Watford centre-half, from Sunday League football in 

west London to the 2010 USA World Cup squad. Truly, it’s a Hollywood 
story of the American Dream in full effect. Via Watford. 


Target | Raised 
$215,000 }$223,422 


Target 
$2,000 





Interview Joe Brewin 
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MARCOVAN #4 


BASTEN 


April 3,1982 

Ajax 5 NEC Nijmegen 0 
“This was the day that I became 

a professional footballer - and with 
Ajax, too; the club I’d always wanted 
to play for. I came on for Johan Cruyff 
after 45 minutes and scored midway 
through the second half. It was a great 
feeling, especially when you’re only 16 
years old [left picture]. I was still at 
school, but all of a sudden I became 

a little bit famous across the country. 
Everything changed.” 


December 8,1985 

Ajax 9 

Sparta Rotterdam 0 

“T scored six goals in this game - it was 
like every shot went in! I had a great 
record in Holland: it was a lot easier than 
playing in Italy. I had a few games like 
this, where I thought I could score 
anything. You still see it now with 
Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi in 

La Liga: they score 40-50 goals a season. 
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“I came on for Cruyff and scored in the second 
half. was still at school. Everything changed" 





Thad a good goals-to-game average - 
I would play 26 games and score 27 
goals - but I had injuries. If I’d played 
every game, I could have reached 40 
or 50 goals a season as well!” 


June 15,1988 

England 1 Netherlands 3 
“This was a special day [top picture]. 

I scored a hat-trick, but it was especially 
good because I’d been injured for a long 
time and was finding it hard to come 
back. We lost the first game against the 
Soviet Union, but then Rinus Michels put 
me in against England and we won 3-1 
- albeit with a little bit of luck. From that 
game onwards, everything in Euro 88 
went well. My goal in the final against 
the Soviet Union is the thing that 


everyone remembers, but every game 
is important. If we hadn’t done the job 
against England, we would not have 
gone on to reach the final.” 


May 24,1989 

Steaua Bucharest 0 
Milan 4 

“T was so nervous - this was my first 
European Cup final [middle picture]. 
The good thing is that when we were 
coming to the stadium on the bus - we 
played the final at Camp Nou - there 
was a sea of Rossoneri fans. It was so 
immense that we looked at each other 
and thought the same thing: we can’t 
lose here. Everything inside the ground 
was red-and-black, too. I scored twice, 
as did Ruud Gullit. We didn’t have 


a problem in that game, so that 
was a very nice evening.” 





May 26,1993 

Marseille 1 Milan O 
“Another European final - this time, the 
first Champions League final [right 
picture]. I didn’t know it then, but this 
was the last time I would ever play. I was 
impatient because I wanted to come 
back, but my ankle still hurt a lot and it 
didn’t work well. I was pretty unhappy. 
It’s a pity, but I couldn’t change it. Now 
I’m 22 years older and wiser. At that 
time it was difficult and it hurt, but now 
it’s something I have to accept.” 


Marco van Basten is a Nissan ambassador 
for the UEFA Champions League 
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What self-respecting Liverpool fan wouldn’t want a room with 
their most legendary manager? Evertonians, you’re welcome, too 





Bill Shankly spent a lot of time in hotels. He once This Is Your Life book... all of this is now displayed on , 
convinced Ron Yeats to sign for him in the lobby of our ground floor. It’s a fan destination. Even if you’re Aw 
an Edinburgh establishment, demonstrated the art not a guest, you can come and have a look.” Oa ' 
of slide-tackling to a group of startled Liverpool Chris, who travels home and away with the Reds, 

players by flying across a room in Marble Arch says the numerous Shanks stories he heard from fans . 
and was often found standing guard in foyers inspired him. “So many people have anecdotes. We’ve we 


imeem meee 
squad dared to sneak out. 

So the idea of a Bill-themed base 
for bed and board seems apt - and 
thanks to Shanks’ own grandson, it 
has just become reality. The Shankly 


collated loads. Each now corresponds We hear there’s also 
to one of the 61 rooms, as part of a toilet dedicated 
our ‘My Shankly’ concept. There are 
quotes from Bill in the bathrooms, t 
stories on each ceiling and your key 
code also downloads onto a phone, The Serpent, from the hospitality area on the top floor 


« Actually, dear, 





Hotel, which opened in August on which takes you to a video story.” down to the lobby. Each descent costs £5, proceeds 
Victoria Street, Liverpool, is the The hotel, created in partnership going to the Shankly Family Foundation charity. 
brainchild of his sixth grandchild, with high-end operatives Signature Even Shanks favourite Kevin Keegan has given it 
who boasts the superb full name Living, features 50-inch plasma his blessing. “Bill was a huge football icon who I had 
Christopher William Shankly Carline. screens in each room and is an the privilege of working with,” he says. “I’m sure he 
“A lot of factors led me towards the idea,” he tells equal opportunities employer - even for Evertonians. would be immensely proud of this hotel.” 
FFT, “It struck me that for the huge number of football “Tt’s a 50/50 split; we don’t want it to be just a Liverpool So has Chris’ mum, Jeanette, who grew up with the 
fans who come to Liverpool, there isn’t that much to thing,” laughs Chris. “Bill had strong links to Everton most famous dad in the city. “She was always a bit , 
do other than go to Anfield.” Calm down, Toffees. after he retired. We wanted to showcase that, too.” guarded about Granddad,” says Chris. “But it must E 
“My nan, Nessie, kept absolutely everything of Bill’s - Among the hotel’s other features is the Bastion Bar have been odd. He had time for everyone and would 3 
a treasure trove of memorabilia. We’ve got medals, (Shankly once said: “My idea was to build Liverpool stop traffic to chat. But to mum, he was just her dad.” 5 
scouting notes, a telegraph from the Beatles, his into a bastion of invincibility”) and, soon, a 100ft slide, And now he’s a hotel. s 


THE KIT CLASH 
AFC BOURNEMOUTH 


Cherries fan Rory Jutton Is in favour of stripes 


). HOME KIT 2008-10 HOME KIT 2015-16 
carbrin: ee This Carbrini kit failed to deliver the It’s apt that Bournemouth’s first season 


lh aca trademark red-and-black stripes that in the Premier League saw a return to 
fans were longing for. Still, the shirt did Carbrini [owned by JD Sports]. A slick 
see Bournemouth avoid relegation design with AC Milan-style stripes, gold 
out of the Football League and make trim and striking black panel makes it a 
the start of their journey to the fitting kit for Bournemouth’s memorable 
Premier League. Every cloud. maiden season in the top flight. 
STYLE RATING © © © @ © STYLE RATING © © © © © 
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OH DANNY BOY... 


I greatly enjoyed reading your fascinating segment on 
football’s ‘Hipster Heroes’ [FFT 254]. However, I was 
astounded to notice the absence of one of the sport’s 
most intriguing characters: iconic Northern Ireland 
and Double-winning Tottenham Hotspur captain 
Danny Blanchflower [right]. 

Unparalleled in his understanding of the game, Danny 
was renowned for his ability to exert complete control 
over ad match. He combined supreme leadership 
qualities with an innate ability to command respect - 
and, though slight of frame and slow of gait, he was 
an incredible passer and an artist in tight spaces. 

No less impressive was his philosophy, showcased in 
an incisive weekly column for the Sunday Express. 
Perhaps the most well-known sentiment that the 
eloquent Ulsterman expressed was that “the game is 
about glory” and that it is not winning, but rather the 
flair with which you play, that’s all important. 

Danny Blanchflower is the definitive football hipster. 
James Rodgers, via email 


THE JOY OF SIX 
IT loved the recent piece on the Major 
Indoor Soccer League [FFT 254]. 

It got me thinking how great 
would it be if there was a professional 
six-a-side league in the UK. Big 
football cities with ‘fallen giants’ - 
I’m looking at you, Leeds, Sheffield, 
Nottingham and Preston - could put 
some cash into franchises and 
have a real go at giving local fans ’ 
something to cheer about. 

It’d be a great chance to bring some cheap 
football to the masses during the beautiful 
game’s idle summer months. Thousands watch 
the Masters series, so why couldn’t this work? 

If they used the same rule mentioned in the 
piece about a homegrown quota it would also 
give plenty of British players, especially those 
struggling for game time, an opportunity to 


Earlier in the cricket season I went to be slight 
watch a four-day match at Hampshire. | favouritism 
The umpire was former England and from some 
Glamorgan batsman Alex Wharf. It one-club 
got me thinking: why don’t former men, most 


footballers become referees? 
It would be a good avenue for 
washed-up players. Although there may 



















Victor Moses: i 
worth £49m. | 
Possibly. ‘ 


* STAR LETTER 


current refs will 
themselves be fans 
of a certain side. 






| “Greavesy, 
~ Sure this is Wembley?” — 
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shine. Plus, you could give the screening rights 
exclusively to Freeview channels, to give the 
Sky/BT duopoly some competition. 

I wouldn’t, however, go with the same razzmatazz 
that you get Stateside, though I did like the Roy of the 
Rovers-style comic book poster. And I’m thinking 
halves instead of quarters. Let’s not be ridiculous. 
We may be “snooty European purists”, but 
T reckon this could still work. 

Ben Ireland, via email 


. WHY BUY STERLING 
~ WHEN YOU COULD 
HAVE MOSES? 


After reading your intriguing piece on 
Danish champions FC Midtjylland 
- ‘Moneyball FC’ [FFT 254] - I came to 
_ the almost instantaneous conclusion: 
why don’t more clubs try this out? 
Clubs trying to get the maximum sell-on 
value for players isn’t anything 
particularly new, but it’s the use of 
statistics that piqued my interest. 
Look at the stats from two Premier 
League stars who play in similar 
positions: Raheem Sterling and Victor 
Moses. The latter, on loan at Stoke 
_ last term, completed on average 
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Surely this practice would produce 

_ better, more accurate decision-making 
) inamatch, as the new referees would 

| understand how a game flows 
and why a player reacted 
in a certain way 


decision. 


of 3.3 dribbles and 1.7 key passes per game. 
Sterling, meanwhile, completed fewer dribbles 
(2.9) and slightly more key passes (2.1) per match. 
These are pretty similar stats, so why hasn’t 
someone chased Moses in the same fashion as 
clubs drooling over £49m Sterling all summer? He 
didn’t stand out to the same extent, but don’t these 
stats prove he’s worth a punt? He’s available, after 
all. It can’t be down to English hyperinflation, either: 
Nigerian international Moses counts as homegrown. 
Employing Moneyball tactics might just unearth 
a bargain. Why not try it? 
Jake Blowers, via email 


| GIMME SOME SUGAR 
Greetings from the USA! Your Pirlo issue [FFT 254] 
was the most interesting issue I’ve ever read. Your 
profiles on how the game’s most iconic figures 
achieved their status through their personality and 
off-field antics was brilliant. 

Why don’t we have players like that today? The 
closest thing we’ve got are Mario Balotelli, Nicholas 
Anelka, three bites by a Uruguayan and one Jack 
Wilshere cigarette. In comparison to the likes of Best, 
Gascoigne and Cantona, I feel robbed. I’ve missed out 
on a part of the sport that truly makes it magical - 
becoming close to players and teams we may never 
actually see. Personalities seemed three-dimensional 
and relatable. Jack Grealish passed out in the street on 
a weekday is one dimension I could do without. 

Conversely, there seems to be no shortage of 
larger-than-life managers these days: Felix 
‘cheese-monger’ Magath, Nigel ‘ostrich’ Pearson and 
Jose Mourinho to name but a few. 

The greats are part of the game’s essential appeal; 
part of its DNA, which isn’t being passed to the next 
generation. There will no doubt be more Berbatovs and 
Tbrahimovics, but their numbers are thinning. James 
Milner and Frank Lampard are the salt of today’s game, 
but players such as Pirlo are its sugar, and everyone 
likes sugar better with salt. Especially Americans. 
Thomas Goodwin-Vancouver, Washington 
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Being former players themselves, they 
could even suggest rule changes that 
would improve the game, without being 
banned or fined for ‘disrespecting the 
decisions made by the FA and the 
referees.’ It can’t be that far-fetched 

an idea, can it? 

Tom Goulding, via email 
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abroad would provide incentive to teams" 


After witnessing some of the ridiculously high 
attendances in Premier League clubs’ far-flung 
pre-season tours, I came up with an idea to solve 
two problems within football: what to do about the 
Premier League’s proposed ‘39th game’ and the 
League Cup’s dwindling prestige. 

Why don’t we play the League Cup final abroad? 
This would provide competitive matches locally to 
a growing international fanbase, with a real trophy 
to play for rather than the plastic ones they give out 
in pre-season. The semi-finals could also be played 
away and reduced to one leg, which would help 
with fixture congestion. 

The venues could be rotated, in much the same 
way as they are with the Champions League final. 
Those who reach the final four would open up great 
marketing opportunities, providing a greater incentive 
to field strong sides in the early rounds, where most 
teams have only a passing interest. 

From the extra revenue gained, clubs could subsidise 
a number of flights and tickets for diehard fans, and 
the FA Cup would still be kept in the traditional format 
with matches at Wembley. It could work, no? 

Ben Brown, London 


I’ve been following with great interest the recent 
debate on the FourFourTwo Letters page about 
managers bringing on goalkeepers specifically for 
penalty shootouts. Now it’s time for me to drop 
my own knowledge bomb. 

My beloved Nuneaton Town did the same in an 
FA Trophy tie against Gosport Borough in December 
2013, bringing on, with just minutes of extra-time to 
play, sub keeper James Belshaw. As an outfield player. 


Belshaw’s not a bad penalty-taker, but he missed 
and we crashed out of the tournament in the second 
round to a side a division below us. 

Alas, these crafty changes don’t always work. 

Bob Telford, via email 


In Upfront’s matchday costs infographic [FFT 255], 
we listed Brentford’s cheapest home ticket as £27. 
It is actually £23, which means they are not the 
most expensive matchday outside of the Premier 
League. We apologise for the error. 


SPINE LINE 
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aT arel IN mee Mca dat) MM LaCMeelilecetata(eln 
I live in the USA, and usually the deadline has 
passed by the time we get the magazine over 
here, but I picked up the issue [FFT 255] at 
Heathrow as I was heading home. 

Anyway, ‘April 25, 2009’ was the date AFC 
Bournemouth secured Football League status with 
a 2-1 win over Grimsby, the winning goal scored by 


Steve Fletcher, who now has a stand named after 
him and appeared in your feature on the club’s first 
day of pre-season in the top flight. 
ra. lew, Tom, has a season 
ticket at Dean Court and I wish 
» A. them all the luck for the season. 
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OF THE MONTH 


Rio Ferdinand 


Morning world ! Woke up with 
good intentions..work out, 
swim etc....The fry up won 
though this will play on my 
mind all day I’m thinking 


Kyle Walker 


Family day out at crazy golf 


Lee Henaghan 


Whoever designed the latest 
@FourFourTwo cover deserves 
some kind of award. 





AJ 


@FourFourTwo this month’s cover is the 
best I’ve seen in years 


Jakey Blain 


@FourFourTwo predicting another relegation 
scrap for @officialcufc are you joking?! Bias 


towards southern clubs yet again #cufc 


I’m going to use a similar methodology | 


to what @FourFourTwo must have used to 
predict the Championship; that is, I’ll draw 
teams at random. 
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Rob Price 





@FourFourTwo my terrible 
attempt at bettering your just 
as terrible predictions! 
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The Scratching Shed 


Anthony Godsell 


Did a little sick in my mouth when I saw 
@FourFourTwo predicted O*ford to finish top. 


twitter.com/Fou rFourTwo LS 


Follow us for all the latest and funniest 
tweets on the net... at no extra charge! 


110% FOOTBALL QUIZ ANSWERS (p26-27): 1 Rodney Marsh 2 Ricky George 3 Darmstadt 4 Bastian Schweinsteiger 5 Monaco 6 False: he appeared in an episode of Brookside 7 Real Madrid (1971, 1983) and Rapid Vienna (1985, 1996) 


Paolo Di Canio 9 Swindon Town 
Liverpool, Chelsea 12 13 13 Leeds (28 goals in 1996-97) 14 Poland 
A) Chris Eagles; B) Matt Sparrow; C) Danny Crow; D) Peter Swan 


Quique Sanchez Flores, Ronald Koeman, Jose Mourinho, Manuel Pellegrini, Mauricio Pochettino, Claudio Ranieri, Louis van Gaal 
Nicolas Anelka, Yossi Benayoun, Ashley Cole, Lassana Diarra, Cesc Fabregas, William Gallas, Emmanuel Petit 
Olimpia (1979, 1990, 2002) 


Zesh Rehman 21 Drogheda United 22 Hyde 


The Goldstone Ground 


Portsmouth, Manchester United, Wolverhampton Wanderers, 


Carlisle United 
Gabriel Heinze 


Gunnar Nordahl (5) 


MITRE MANTO 
WizS FOOTBALL 








BALL TECHNOLOGY FOR CONTROL FREAKS 
When you are choosing a football, you are 
selecting the way you want to play the game. 

Do you go for the power and accuracy of 
a traditional stitched ball? Or do you go for the 
control and consistency of a bonded seam? 
Now there's no need to choose. 

Introducing Hyperseam - the only technology 
that fuses stitched and bonded to give you 
the benefits of both. 


mitre 4) hyperseam 
ON 0844 8488811 
or visit... 


Calls cost 7p per minute plus your phone company's access charge 








Please have your bank details ready and don't forget to quote 
for an all-access subscription and for print-only 


38 October 2015 FourFourTwo.com shop 


CHOOSE A 
SUBSCRIPTION! 


ae as x BESSA TN oI 


<@ ME: 
f ye an 
Pe 








ALL-ACCESS | 
SUBSCRIPTION | 


Get 6 print and 6 iPad Issues 
for only £22.98 (Direct Debit) 
FREE Mitre Manto V12S football 

SAVE 50% on the print and iPad cover price 


ACCESS anywhere, everywhere 
PLUS all the benefits of a print subscriber 


PRINT-ONLY 
SUBSCRIPTION 


Get 6 print issues for only 
£19.99 (Direct Debit) 

FREE Mitre Manto V12S football 

SAVE 30% on the print cover price 


FREE delivery direct to your door 
EXCLUSIVE subscnber-only offers and discounts 


HURRY, THIS OFFER ENDS OCTOBER 7 
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PLEASE TICK YOUR PREFERRED OPTION: 


YES! Please start my print-only 
subscription to FFT for just £19.99 
every 6 issues 


YES! Please add iPad access to my 
subscription for an extra £2.99, and 
pay just £22.98 every G issues 


YOUR DETAILS BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE (must be completed) 
Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss | Name 
Surname 
Address 

Postcode 
Telephone 


Email 


Mobile 


DIRECT DEBIT DETAILS (Instructions to your bank or building society to pay by Direct Debit) 


To the manager Bank/Building Society 
Name(s) of account holder(s) 
Sort code DIRECT 


Originators ID No. 850699 
Bank/building society account number 


Reference number (for office use only) 


INSTRUCTIONS TO YOUR BANK OR BUILDING SOCIETY 

Please pay Haymarket Media Group Direct Debits from the account 
detailed in this instruction, subject to the safeguards assured by the 
Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may stay 
with Haymarket Media Group and, if so, details willbe passed 
electronically to my bank or building society. 


Signature Date 


PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO: 
FourFourTwo, FREEPOST RBSU-TALE-BXJT, PO BOX 326, 
Sittingbourne, Kent, MES 8FA 


TERMS & CONDITIONS (FOR BOTH OFFERS): 


This offer is open to UK residents only. Calls cost 7 pence per minute plus your phone company’s 
access charge. Overseas rates are available on +44 (0) 1795 592 979. Please allow 35 days for delivery 
of your first issue. Direct Debit rates are valid for one year after which they are subject to change - 
should prices change, we will inform you in writing. Should you wish to cancel your subscription, it 
will be cancelled on expiry of the current term which will not be refundable, other than in exceptional 
circumstances. Details of the Direct Debit Guarantee are available on request. Savings for print-only 
subscriptions are based on the standard UK cover price of £4.75 and for all-access subscriptions on the 
combined print and digital cover price of £4.75 and £2.99, respectively. Offer ends October 7, 2015. 

If you require any assistance following the purchase of your subscription, then you can speak to 

a member of our customer service team on 01795 592 979 - calls are charged at local rate. Haymarket 
Media Group Ltd uses a best-practice layered Privacy Policy to provide you with details about how we 
would like to use your personal information. To read the full privacy policy please visit our website 
www.haymarket.com/privacy or call us on 0844 8482800. Please ask if you have any questions as 
submitting your personal information indicates your consent, for the time being, that we and our 
partners may contact you about products and services that will be of interest to you via post, phone, 


email and SMS. You can opt out at ANY time by emailing the M1015D or M1015P 


datacontroller@haymarket.com or by calling 0844 8482800. 







Zinedine Zidane was his generation’s greatest player — now he wants to be its greatest coach. 
After a tough season with Real Madrid’s reserves, can Zizou prove he’s worthy of the top job? 


Words Andrew Murray Additional reporting Ben Lyttleton and Alison Ratcliffe 
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=» Even at Bayern Munich, be 3 


Zizou’s the star attraction 


na late March day, a bald man sits 

cross-legged on a stone wall in the corner 

of Bayern Munich’s Sabener Strasse 

training ground. Squinting slightly, with 
arms crossed, this wannabe coach studies 
the Bavarians’ every move intently. 

As training ends, Bayern’s perma-permed 
centre-back Dante bounds over for an 
opportunistic photo, bypassing World 
Cup-winner Claude Makelele and ex-Roten 
full-back Willy Sagnol. A couple of excitable 
youth-teamers follow suit. Xabi Alonso soon 
sidles by for a quick chat. Then Franck Ribery. 

Even Pep Guardiola, the most revered of 
tacticians, comes across to say hi. A film crew 
swiftly descends on this follicly-challenged 
pair, cameras clicking away. Makelele and 
Sagnol merely look on. 

All this for a coaching novice, whose dugout 
experience comprises one year as an assistant 
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| demanding fans 


all over again? 


manager plus two-thirds of a season in charge 
of a third-tier reserve team? Well, yes, but 
then it isn’t every day that Zinedine 

Zidane visits your training ground. 

The greatest footballer of his 
generation is in town to observe 
Guardiola’s methods as part of the 
Frenchman’s UEFA Pro Licence coaching 
course. By the beginning of May, a glowing 
recommendation from Guardiola under his 
belt, Zizou proudly announces on Instagram 
that he’s passed. Everything looks se 
Zidane to follow Pep’s path from rearing 
the reserves to bossing the big boys, 
following Carlo Ancelotti’s impending 
dismissal from the Bernabeu. 

A few weeks later, however, Blancos 
president Florentino Perez appoints Rafa 
Benitez. Zidane would spend another season 
with Castilla, Real Madrid’s second team. 


_ Anangry young 


‘man with hair 


i i if 
at Cannes Gy 


“T would have accepted the offer to replace 
Ancelotti,” said the 1998 World Cup-winner. 
“But Madrid still don’t think it’s my moment.” 
In truth, it was never a realistic option. 
Guardiola, Zidane’s coaching inspiration, 
swept all before him at Barcelona B in 2007-08 
with a stunning brand of football. Castilla 
hadn’t even made the promotion play-offs 
in an often-chastening first season for 
Zidane. Criticism abounded. 
Yet Perez wants a Guardiola type at 
the Bernabeu more than his next breath. 
He wants someone in touch with 
Madridismo, who captures the fans’ 
imagination and is already a legendary 
figure at the club. He wants Zinedine Zidane. 
But can this natural introvert really 
inspire a group of players? Can he control 
the temper that resulted in 14 red cards as 
a player? And, most importantly, can he really 








a working-class Marseille suburb plagued by 
high unemployment, drug trafficking and 
prostitution, he first started kicking a ball with 
his brothers around the Place Tartane beneath 
the family’s high-rise apartment block. 

Jean Varraud, the scout who discovered 
Zidane and brought him to Cannes, was 
stunned. “He spoke with the ball,” Varraud 
once recalled. “I’ve never seen anything like it. 
Yazid [Zidane’s middle name] had the warrior 
quality of his impoverished community. 

He was hungry.” 

What followed was a stellar career - the 
closest thing to art that football has ever 
produced. By his retirement in 2006, he had 
won everything: the World Cup, Euro 2000, the 
Champions League, three league titles and 
a Ballon d’Or. Yet, much like his managerial 
idol Guardiola, he had drifted in his last 
couple of (trophyless) seasons. 

Frustration had set in. The headbutt on 
Marco Materazzi in the closing stages of 
the 2006 World Cup Final, his last game as 
a professional, was testament to that. 

“When I retired, I didn’t want to be a 
coach,” recalled Zidane. “I wanted to 
dedicate myself to something else.” 

He became something of a nomad. Still 
based in Madrid, he visited his parents’ roots 
in Algeria and invested his time and no little 
money in a number of charities from 
Bangladesh to Switzerland. He appeared 

intermittently on French satellite channel 

Canal Plus’ football coverage for major 

tournaments, and was the face of 


afford another season like 2014-15 if he is 
to succeed on the bench in the way he did 
on the pitch? After all, patience isn’t exactly 
ad virtue associated with Florentino Perez. 


“HE SPOKE WITH THE BALL. HE HAD THE WARRIOR 
QUALITY OF HIS IMPOVERISHED COMMUNITY. 
HE WAS HUNGRY” 


Zinedine Zidane has always been loath to 
admit it, insisting he became a great through 
hard work, not pre-ordained talent, but this ' 
was a footballer whose prodigious gifts = .. 
were always evident. Yes, it took time - first a y 
at Cannes, then Bordeaux - to mature into " 7S . d 

a World Cup and Champions em Danone, Adidas and even Lego. 
League-winner, but the talent , = But nothing grabbed him. 
was obvious from an early age. — a In March 2009, he 


The fifth child born to : =. returned to Real Madrid, 
Algerian parents Smail a cme initially as an advisor to 
big enough for 6 


J. M mec 
and Malika in La Castellane, president Florentino 
the both of them 
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Perez. Within a year, he’d replaced Jorge 
Valdano as sporting director, providing the link 
between Jose Mourinho’s first team and Perez. 

“After everything he’s lived, he couldn’t stay 
away,” said brother Noureddine. “Something 
would be missing: the pressure, that anxiety 
before a match, which can only be regained 
by being a coach.” 

Increasingly, Zidane involved himself in 
day-to-day training, which led to divorce with 
Mourinho in September 2012. The Special One 
wanted another mouthpiece; someone to 
criticise referees and take part in his “verbal 
wars”, as daily paper Sport wrote. Zidane 
wanted to coach. He spent 2012-13 across 
Los Blancos’ youth teams, cajoling, 
encouraging and helping promising stars Jese 
and Alvaro Morata with one-on-one sessions. 

Above all else, he had missed the dressing 
room. When Carlo Ancelotti arrived at the 
Bernabeu in the summer of 2013, Zidane 
became his assistant. “This is what I want 
to do,” Zidane beamed, adding that Ancelotti 
- his former coach at Juventus - was the only 
man for whom he would act as an assistant. 
“When I stopped playing I did a lot of things, 
saw many people, studied a lot of football and 
did quite a few jobs, but when it comes down 
to it, you end up going back to what gives you 
energy - life. You have to do what you love, 
and for me that’s football.” 

He began taking his coaching badges back 
in France and threw himself into training. 

He joined in the odd five-a-side, laid out 
the cones and fastidiously worked in the 
background, analysing upcoming opponents. 

“You certainly couldn’t see it when he 
was 17 - he was all player,” Guy Lacombe tells 
FourFourTwo. As Zidane’s first coach in the 
Cannes academy, and his personal tutor while 
he took the UEFA Pro Licence, the 60-year-old 
former Paris Saint-Germain boss is uniquely 
placed to analyse Zizou the manager. 

“What Zidane did already have was the 
sense of the collective,” he continues. 

“He made other players play well. He used to 
solve problems on the pitch intuitively because 
he was so good, but he also got the best out 
of his less talented team-mates. 

“Now he needs more than intuition, 
but he has this intimate skill to feel the 
collective thinking of the team. He has 
always understood other players.” 

Lacombe’s point is an important one. 

The principal criticism levelled at great 

players going into management is that they 
can’t understand why their charges can’t 
repeat what they themselves were capable of. 
Glenn Hoddle is the frequently cited example. 
Meanwhile, more limited players, such as 
Mourinho, Arsene Wenger or even current 
Real Madrid boss Rafa Benitez, can identify 
more easily with those lacking extreme talent. 


“TL WANT MY TEAM TO PLAY, SPREAD THE BALL, 
BUILD FROM THE BACK AND KEEP POSSESSION” 


Leaving behind his Ancelotti first-team 
safety net, Zidane was made Real Madrid 
Castilla manager last summer. Well, sort of. 
According to the club’s website, academy 
boss Santiago Sanchez was head coach » 
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with the Frenchman technical director, as | 
Madrid anticipated the problem that, with 
Zidane yet to complete his UEFA Pro Licence, 
he wasn’t eligible to lead a Segunda B side. 
Yet anyone who saw Zizou introduce himself 
individually to the squad on the first day of 
training in mid-July 2014, then lead Castilla 
in their opening games, barking orders, 
making substitutions and constantly cajoling 
his charges while Sanchez remained passive 
on the bench, could clearly have seen whose 
hand was really on the tiller. 

This was the good ship Zidane, no doubt - 
and waters immediately became choppy. 
Castilla won just one of their first six games, 
losing 2-1 on the opening day in a Madrid derby 
defeat at Atletico B, having led 1-0, as Zidane 
struggled to find his best team and a tactical 
structure that suited his players. For perhaps 
the first time in his football life, Zidane’s will 
couldn’t alter the course of ad match. 

“The first time I went to see him, he was 
timid in training and couldn’t take charge of 
the group,” says mentor Lacombe. “Fifteen 
days later, he was much more assured - but 
they still weren’t winning games.” 

A confirmed football aesthete (“I want my 
team to play, spread the ball, build from the 
back and keep possession”), Zidane - and 
Lacombe - soon found the solution. He took 
into account his players’ limitations. 

“We realised that he needed to change 
the style of play,” Lacombe tells FFT, “moving 
from a possession-based game to something 
more direct and more efficient.” 

The change worked. Set up in a 4-2-3-1 
system that would remain for the rest of the 
season, Castilla won 37 of 48 points available 
from mid-October and were top by January. | 
Guillermo Varela - the on-loan Manchester 
United right-back whose signing Zidane had 
personally demanded - excelledin defence, 
captain Sergio Aguza brought calm assurance 
in midfield and joint-top scorer Raul de Tomas 
provided the cutting edge. 

Halfway through that run, the Spanish 
coaching federation had finally addressed 
the elephant in the Zidane coaching room. 
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| title. Spain’s Competition Committee agreed 


| “30 days” but had chosen to do it in France. 


| each country’s rules on qualifications differ. 
| Spain has a fast-track system for 


David Beckham 


Whatever happened to that Beckham 
guy? Luckily, the internet means we 
can still track his most mundane 
movements on a daily basis (let’s get 
into a huff about his daughter using a 
dummy, everyone!) and post-retirement : [i 
Becks remains a notably savvy 
businessman. Indeed, his omnipotent 
mush earns more now than in his 

playing days (£50m in 2014, thanks to; 
deals with Diageo, Adidas, Sky, Breitling, |: 
Samsung and H&M among others), and: 
he’s using some of his zillions to work on : | 
establishing an MLS outfit in Miami-as_ 
well as being “a taxi driver for the kids”. 


Zizou the player never 


wanted to become a gaffer 


— but he couldn’t recreate | 


this thrill anywhere else 












President Miguel Angel Galan demanded 
Zidane’s suspension until he had attained the 
required badges, regardless of his official job Be 


world-class ex-pros such as Zidane, but he 
preferred the three-year classroom 
environment of the French system. Indeed, 
Spain’s regulations are stricter than even 
UEFA’s, and he received much support. “Let 
him work!” screamed the front page of the 


ee 4 
Odegaard is | 


and banned the Castilla boss for three months. 
Things got ugly. Zidane accused Galan 


of “jealousy” and reasoned he could have vill oe hou following day’s L’Equipe. Others waded in. 
achieved the UEFA Pro Licence in Spain in , — ae + “The fact is that Zidane, with the titles he 


oe Sgn won as a player,” said Francois Blaquart, 

4 technical director of the French FA, “is qualified 
to coach Real Madrid in the Champions 
League, but not Castilla in Segunda B. That’s 
the paradox of the system.” Lacombe agrees, 


citing Remi Garde as an example; Garde 


ve ic 


The latter responded that the Frenchman’s 
tone was “worrying and arrogant”. 
Zidane, however, had a point, because 


Luis Figo 

Madrid’s most controversial Galactico, 
having arrived from Barcelona for £37m 
and returned to Camp Nou only to be 
pelted with porcine missiles, Figo’s first 
few years after retirement in 2009 were 
low-key. He opened a bar in the Algarve, 
did some light charity work and pressed 
the flesh as an ambassador for Inter. But 
the ever-dapper Portuguese star whizzed 
back into the headlines like a pig’s head 
in January 2015 when he announced his 
intention to challenge Sepp Blatter for 
the FIFA presidency. Running on a 
grassroots platform, he impressed many 
before stepping out of the race in May. 













































managed Lyon in Ligue 1 and the Europa 
League with the same qualification deficit. 


“Yazid is a victim of his own good intentions,” 


says Lacombe. “He could’ve found work at 
any club by using his fame, but he decided 


to put himself naked at the Madrid cantera. 


This is a wonderful thing he’s doing.” 
Even Johan Cruyff, the great Barcelona 
mouthpiece, spoke out in support of 
Zidane. Cruyff had been in a similar 
situation throughout his eight years 
as Barcelona boss from 1988. He had 
no qualifications, so officially Charly 
Rexach was manager to Cruyff’s 
technical director, to circumvent Spanish 
football law. “It’s ridiculous,” said the 
Dutchman. “I’d much prefer a good coach 
without their badges than a bad one with 
them who hasn’t got a clue.” 
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Real Madrid appealed the decision in the 
Spanish courts and won, but another 
controversy was around the corner, this time 
on the pitch. With Castilla top of the league, 
Florentino Perez bought wunderkind Martin 
Odegaard from Stromsgodset, a month 
after his 16th birthday. 

The Norwegian’s arrival coincided with a dip 
in Castilla’s form, amid rumours he insisted on 
training with the first team during the week 
(at Perez’s behest), while playing with the 
reserves at the weekend. Animosity swiftly 
grew, yet Zidane dealt with the problems well. 

In a club where political dicta influence team 
selection, Zidane stood his ground impressively, 
dropping Odegaard when merited. “It’s 
normal that the arrival of a 16-year-old with 
the sort of salary like his [a reported £80,000 
a week] will affect the atmosphere in the 
dressing room, especially when other players 
will have spent up to 10 years at the club,” 
Ruben Jimenez, Spanish sports daily Marca’s 
Castilla correspondent, tells FFT. “Odegaard is 
very good and will become even better. He 
should stay with Castilla, grow and play 

40 games this year, so as to improve 
\ with Zidane as his teacher.” 

Thore Haugstad, a Norwegian 
journalist who watched each of 
Odegaard’s 11 Castilla games last 
term, agrees. “It can certainly be seen 
as a smaller version of the ‘preferences’ 
that Perez sometimes makes clear to 

the first-team coach,” he tells FFT. 

“Towards the end of the season, 

Zidane gave Odegaard a role in 

which he plays as a central midfielder 
in a 4-3-3 when Castilla have the ball, and 
as an attacking midfielder in a 4-2-3-1 when 
they defend. This has worked, and reflects 
well on Zidane’s tactical acumen.” 

Yet neither that tactical acumen nor 
Zidane’s political manoeuvrings could prevent 
Castilla’s season petering out to a sixth-place 
finish in the third tier, outside the play-offs. 
While Pep Guardiola’s Barcelona B had surged 
to promotion from the same division in 2008, 
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“‘[ think [have a natural authority, 
sol dont have to baw! out players” 





Zidane’s Castilla limped home. By the time 
Benitez’s appointment was confirmed in early 
June, it was no surprise that Zidane would 
spend another season with the reserves. 

“At Real Madrid, any time you don’t achieve 
your objectives is a disappointment, and 
obviously the team was there for them to 
have been a lot closer to promotion,” says 
Marca reporter Jimenez. “They weren’t quite as 
good as the era of Jese or Alvaro Morata, 
perhaps, but there were players with great 
quality like Alvaro Medran or Burgui in attack, 
or Diego Llorente in defence.” Worryingly, 
Medran, Burgui and Llorente will all spend 
2015-16 out on loan at La Liga sides Getafe, 
Espanyol and Rayo Vallecano respectively, 
while captain and midfield string-puller Sergio 
Aguza has been transferred to MK Dons 
permanently. His replacement as skipper? 
Enzo Fernandez: Zidane’s son. 


“TE YOU'RE SOFT WITH THE BOYS, IT DOESN'T WORK. 
| DISCOVERED THAT YOU HAVE TO TELL PLAYERS 
THINGS THEY'RE NOT READY 10 HEAR” 


To succeed in the dugout, Zidane has had to 
evolve his own psyche. 

A natural introvert, he has never been the 
sort to lead from the front, making it easy 
to mistake shyness for arrogance. “Zidane 
playing in a team,” French singer-songwriter 
Jean-Louis Murat once mused, “is like putting 
Jimi Hendrix into a band and when you tell 
him he’s the lead singer, he says he’d prefer 
to play the maracas.” 

While that may be an exaggeration, Zidane 
has undoubtedly had to come out of his shell. 
“If you’re soft with the boys, it doesn’t work,” 
he told France Football in a rare interview in 
June. “I discovered that, for the common 
good, you have to know how to tell players 
things they’re not ready to hear. 

“T do it rarely, because I think I have 
a natural authority which means I don’t have 
to resort to bawling out players. If I yelled the 
whole time, I wouldn’t be myself. You’re going 
to tell me that a coach has to talk much more 
than I do, but that’s not the case.” » 
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O Fenomeno battled on for four seasons 
after leaving Madrid, getting gradually 
less phenomenal as he lost pace and 
became injury-plagued. But he always 
knew where the back of the net was, 
and found it frequently for Corinthians 
during a mini-renaissance before 
stopping in 2011. After that, he was 
heavily involved in Brazil’s 2014 

World Cup as one of the country’s six 
ambassadors, as well as working with 
the UN and for charity, and co-owning 
the Fort Lauderdale Strikers in the NASL. 
He occasionally hints he might come 
out of retirement to cameo for them. 


The thunder-thighed set-piece monster, 
who made his professional debut 24 

years ago, had supposedly hung up his 
boots in 2012 after a season with 

Anzhi Makhachkala - but he dusted 

them off for one last job this year in his 
unlikely role as player-manager of Delhi 
Dynamos. The Indian Super League gig, 
which kicks off again this October, will =: 
be Carlos’ third spell as a gaffer, and he'll : 
hope it lasts longer than his other two: 
he spent June 2013 to December 2014 
unsuccessfully overseeing Sivassporin —: 
the Turkish Super Lig, then a few months : 
at Akhisar Belediyespor earlier this year. 
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Crucially, Zidane keeps these rare displays 
of emotion confined to the dressing room. 
The public display of humiliation for a 
misplaced pass or fluffed chance isn’t for him. 

“He doesn’t shout all that much,” says 
Jimenez. “Sometimes he gets angry, but 
more than anything else he gives constant 
instruction. Seriously, the whole game. If he 
does get angry with his players, he doesn’t 
show it. It’s more a constant dialogue of 
instructions to play the way he wants. 

“T understand he likes to control everything 
that happens - again, constantly talking - but 
the press aren’t allowed to attend training.” 

Among the criticisms of Zidane in his first 
season, this is the biggest. Because he won’t 
talk about his lack of coaching badges, 
the rumours of post-game 
misdemeanours and poor 
substitutions, he creates 
a vacuum which sucks in 
speculation and creates 
extra column inches. 

True, Zidane clearly 
wants to let his coaching 
do the talking, but the 
feeling is that if he 
did explain his methods, 
how he trains the team or 
his in-game decisions, his 
message would be far 
stronger. As it is, Zidane 
hasn’t given a single 
press conference as Castilla boss. 

Zidane’s attitude is effectively the anti-Pep. 
He gives one-on-one interviews on a 
semi-regular basis, which Guardiola refuses 
to do, but doesn’t give press conferences. 

For his part, Zidane is aware that he 
cannot allow his introspection to cloud 
his relationship with the media. 

“We’ve talked about it a lot and even did 
some media training,” mentor Lacombe 
reveals to FFT. “He was aware that extra work 
was needed, and not just with the media, 
but in communication with executives, 
players and fans. 

“He was surrounded by some masters in 
Madrid. Carlo Ancelotti and Jose Mourinho are 
different, but deal with the media very well. 
Zidane will be Zidane. He’s no loudspeaker. 
But he'll do the job.” 

Yet Zidane has practice in managing aspects 
of his personality for the greater good. As a 
player, his 14 career red cards served notice 
of his spiky personality, but a manager must 
display a certain serenity. “Sometimes you can 
see the tension in my eyes,” Zidane has 
admitted. “During games I suffer a lot as 
a manager, much more than I did as a player. 
It’s not all that bad as a player. [But] when 
you’re on the bench and the game starts, 
there’s nothing you can do. 

“I’m a person like any other, and inside me 
I felt like a volcano a lot of the time that 
wasn’t easy to manage.” 

But manage it he has. Those who watched 
Castilla last season have been impressed at 
how dormant that volcano has remained. 
“There was Zidane-the-player-on-the-pitch 
and Zidane-the-person,” Lacombe tells FFT. 
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“You can see the tension in my eyes. The 
pressure comes at you from all angles” 


In 1988 at Cannes, he gave a teenage Zidane 
a one-month ban for punching an opponent 
who had fouled him, one of several flashpoints 
involving the midfielder before he had even 
broken into the first team. 

“He learned to play football on the Marseille 
streets, where strong local area rivalries exist,” 
says Lacombe. “You represent your piece of 
the city. If you don’t react, if you don’t show 
who’s the boss, you just don’t exist. 

“That is Zidane the player. Zidane the coach 
will be like Zidane the man.” 

If that legendary temper can be harnessed, 
his openness with the media will surely follow. 


Above Zizou and 
long-time friend 
and assistant 

David Bettoni put in 
some serious hours 





“EVERY COACH | KNOW BELIEVES IN HIM. IT IS 
A HUGE BLESSING THAT SUCH A CHAMPION 
WANTS TO GIVE BACK 10 THE GAME” 


Yet for all the criticisms, there is one evident 
strength to Zidane the coach - his unshakable 
will to be one, and to succeed at it. He doesn’t 
need the money, nor does he need the grief. 
“As the manager, you’re the one who’s 
responsible,” Zidane said in June. “To be 
a [head] coach is to be alone. When you’re an 
assistant you can advise, bring a different 
opinion to the coach’s, but it’s not comparable 
to being in charge. You have to live it to 
notice that change. 
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MADRIDS 
“MANAGERIAL 
PAST, PRESENT 
AND FUTURE? 


Zizou wouldn’t be the 
first Castilla boss to 
wind up in the big 
chair at Real Madrid... 


rr 
LIP ang am” Bosque (1987-90) 
ae Mo cameron acters 
v4 manager flies the flag for 
Castilla coaches, having been given the 
chance to climb the Real Madrid ladder and 
succeeding in the top job. After 14 years 
playing for the club’s first team, holding 
impressive. It’s a huge blessing that such responsibility in the youth ranks molded his 
a champion wants to give back to the game.” image as a safe pair of hands. Following 
It isn’t just Zidane’s will to succeed that stints as a caretaker manager in 1994 and 
has impressed Lacombe during the pair’s 1996, he was appointed permanently at 
three-year coaching alliance, though. Indeed, the turn of the millennium and it proved 
i Zizou’s mentor believes that his pupil’s natural | (iteMgateti-\eiace) (may Vinamnal-mal-a VN fersio1(cretnsxe 
Pd introspection is among his biggest positives. _ coach going on to win two league titles and 
“He’s a great listener,” Lacombe tells FFT. two Champions League trophies. 
“1 can tell you that’s pretty rare among former Meee tere ieterevieietere (eter rierarerte Tet eterr ei erereete eae 
players. He listens more than he sees, and as a ™ ™~ " Rafa Benitez 
: result he’s learned from every coach he’s had.” (1993-95) 
Lacombe isn’t the only one to notice Zidane’s hb The man who took over Madrid 
| primary coaching strength. Before Zizou’s 4 i ny] this summer also spent time 
Castilla appointment last summer, Bordeaux coaching Castilla, and was visibly moved by 
president Jean-Louis Triaud tried to entice the the opportunity to return to the Bernabeu 
club’s most famous son back to southwest _ this summer in the capacity of first-team 
France, where he spent four years. manager. After winning titles with the 
“Tt was a serious option for one long Juvenil B and Real Madrid’s U19 setup, 
month,” he tells FFT. “It didn’t happen Benitez gained further experience managing 
because we couldn’t build the team he Castilla. With young would-be Real Madrid 
wanted. We couldn’t spend what he wanted. _ legends Raul and Guti at his disposal, the 
He was very ambitious. If he spends time on Spaniard masterminded a sixth-place finish 
something, his goal is to win.” in the second tier, providing the basis for 
Why Zidane? nine future managerial positions elsewhere 
“Instinct. It was the same for Laurent Blanc before returning to the capital. 
in 2007. Zidane was a great player - he’s not “seine perce wai nie 
exactly the grocer next door. We knew his = ‘es Julen Lopetegui 
qualities. We knew the man. We knew his (2008-09) 
preparation for the job. We knew how deeply eee _. He may have only come into 
he involves himself in everything he does. eS the public eye recently thanks 
And we knew he doesn’t really need to do to his work with Portuguese giants Porto, 
“Tt comes at you from all angles. One day it to make a living; it’s because he really but the 49-year-old has his roots grounded 
it’s an injured player; the next, it’s someone wants it. Is that good enough for you?” firmly in Madrid. Lopetegui was unable to 
who can’t train because they have a personal It’s certainly good enough for Florentino take any silverware to Estadio do Dragao in 
problem; the day after, it’s the pitch. Every day Perez. Part of the reason why the Bordeaux his first season last year, but he did impress 
you have 15 or 20 things to look after as well move broke down was because the Real _ by taking Porto to the quarter-finals of the 
as working with your team. It’s not necessarily Madrid president convinced his favourite Champions League. Between his stints with 
qd pain - it’s part of the job.” Galactico to stay at Valdebebas. In Zidane, Castilla and Porto, the Spaniard was given 
Lacombe has seen this desire first-hand. Perez sees a born winner. the opportunity to coach his country at 
“Every coach I know believes in him,” he says. “Logically, Zizou can only be a head coach,” under-19, under-20 and under-21 level, 
“His behaviour proves his seriousness to his Perez said last year. “It’s impossible for him to | MW UislaliaveRuat=mOMRcH Se] ce)ol-velam@atelanle)(elalsialionia 
work. He’s there every morning at 8:30am. be a number two. When he started out as a 2012 and the U21 European Championship 
He’s there until late in the evening. He’s always player, he knew the route to become the best in with La Rojita the following year. His 
on the phone or chatting with his assistants the world. In the same way, he’s convinced he reputation is growing - could he be a 
about how his team can improve. That’s really _ needs time to become that good as a coach. potential Real Madrid gaffer in the future? 
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“Yes, it can be difficult to get any 
words out of him, but he’s very 
firm and constant, with huge 
footballing knowledge. These are 
the qualities any great coach has.” 
In Perez, Zidane sees a father 
figure, someone without whom 
his life would be immeasurably 
different. “Perez changed 
everything,” he said in 2013. 
“He’s the reason I’m here. Without 
him, I wouldn’t have scored the goal 
that won la Novena [Madrid’s ninth European 
Cup in 2002, with that volley against Bayer 
Leverkusen in the final]. He’s given me 






everything and I want to repay that as coach.” 


That should preclude the former Bordeaux 
player from replacing Marcelo Bielsa at 
Marseille, despite early rumours to the 
contrary. Furthermore, OM are in a financial 
mess - selling Dimitri Payet and Andre Ayew 
to West Ham and Swansea respectively this 
summer - so it would be a surprise were 
Zidane to join a club in similar financial 
trouble to Bordeaux, having already turned 
down his former club. 

Returning to Marseille, the city where he 
was born and bred, may yet prove impossible 
to resist, but given the strength of the 
Perez-Zidane relationship you would expect 
the latter to stay in Madrid. After a trophyless 
2014-15, there is a debt to be repaid. 

Crucially, Zidane’s style and attention to 
detail behind the scenes has won him 
admirers as well as time. As soon as his club 
Audi enters Valdebebas every morning, the 
Frenchman heads straight to his minimalist 
white office, the same workspace he had as 
Ancelotti’s assistant. Although he has a sofa 
and two easy chairs on one side of the room, 
they’re seldom used. 

Dressed in his training gear (the unique 
initials ‘ZZ’ stand out like a trademark) instead 
of his snug-fit matchday suit, Zidane will 
immediately sit at his L-shaped desk and 
connect his laptop to a second screen. 
Together with his assistant David Bettoni, he 
spends his week analysing future opponents 
and calling up graphs that show when and 


how his team concede goals, as well as videos. 


The pair have been inseparable since they 
were wide-eyed youth teamers at Cannes. 
Within minutes of meeting in 1988, they were 
racing a rusting Ford Fiesta (Bettoni) and 
a battered Renault Clio (Zidane) from Cannes 
to Marseille. When Zidane moved to Juventus 
in 1996, he persuaded the Old Lady to find 
a semi-pro club in the area for Bettoni. 

Also bald, but a good foot shorter than his 
illustrious friend, Bettoni acts as a sounding 
board from across the other side of the desk. 
‘Davi’ has a smiley, talkative demeanour and 
provides the get-up-and-go drive that Zidane 
doesn’t naturally emit. 

Out on the training pitch, Zidane is no 
different. He allows Bettoni - himself a UEFA 
Pro Licence holder who used to head up the 
Cannes academy - to lead group sessions, 
while he intervenes one-on-one as he sees fit. 
They dovetail brilliantly - a modern-day 
Brian Clough and Peter Taylor. 


| Perez is keen on 
Zizou as a coach 


a 


























































“Well, he certainly 
didn’t learn to 
shout like that 


from me...” 












Last season, Burgui was the recipient of 
this one-on-one tuition; in 2015-16 it will 
be 18-year-old Borja Mayoral, Real Madrid’s 
next great hope, who has just won the 
Golden Boot in Spain’s Under-19 European 
Championship-winning team. “Zidane,” 
Ancelotti said in early 2014, “is always doing 
something.” For the first time ever last season, 
Castilla chartered flights to away games - 
on Zidane’s expressed demand. 

Whisper it, but this is a Guardiola-esque level 
of attention to detail. This season, he'll need it. 
The 2015-16 Castilla will be among the 
youngest in its history. In June, Perez abolished 
Real Madrid C (a team made up of players too 
old for the youth teams but not good enough 
for Castilla), the thinking being that the 
president only wants players at the club who 
are capable of playing for the first team. 

This would appear to be a positive for 
Zidane - he'll have more players available, 
having struggled with injuries last term - 
but everything isn’t quite rosy. Castilla 
has always survived by blending 
promising youngsters with two or 
three 24-year-olds with first-team 
experience lower down the Spanish 
pyramid. They sign knowing they'll sw 
never play first-team football for ’ 

Real Madrid, but want 

around the club and help the next 
generation to develop. The 1 
departed Aguza was a prime , 
example. From this season, Zidane’s 

team will effectively be 22 and 

under (including his 20-year-old 

playmaking son Enzo) and without Medran, 
Burgui, Llorente and Varela, as well as Aguza. 







So Zizou’s your 
~~ dad and you’re 
"=. a playmaker? 

Good luck, Enzo 
















































































“The new Castilla this season will be 
a complicated case,” confirms Marca 
journalist Jimenez, “because players have 
left, so they’re very young lads and with much 
less experience than previous years, but they'll 
still have the same obligation of fighting to 
go up. This time, Zidane has to deliver.” 


“THE ZIDANE OF THE BEGINNING OF LAST SEASON 18 
VERY DIFFERENT FROM THE ZIDANE AT THE END” 


Zidane, however, knows that his biggest 
season awaits. “People demand excellence, 
but that’s as it was on the pitch,” said Zidane 
this summer. “I know the rules. I have to be 
good; I have to win. But I have no concerns 
over that. If I did, I would have gone fishing.” 
Mentor Lacombe certainly believes his 


= AQ most famous pupil is up to the task. 


“s, Last season’s struggles for form 
“Sand brushes with coaching 


law can only help his 
za, progression. “He learned 
how tough this job could 


be,” he tells FFT. “He had to let it 
happen. It’s better for him to go through 


\ something like that very early in his career. 


“The Zidane of the beginning of last 
season is very different from the Zidane 
at the end. He made a lot of progress. 

That year he: needed to be stronger; 
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“Florentino Perez gave me 
everything, and! want 
to repay that as coach" 


to know his players better. Like every coach, 
he will need luck and a sense of destiny.” 

The France 98 brace of headers, the 2002 
Champions League Final volley, the Marco 
Materazzi headbutt - destiny has always 
followed Zidane. His name carries weight, 
which goes a long way in the dressing room. 

“He has natural charisma when he walks 
into a room,” his friend, fashion designer 
Jacques Bungert, once said. “Perhaps because 
he is Zidane, but also because he is the man 
he is - because he has this internal strength, 
this presence - he imposes something. He 
creates something. That’s who he is.” 

The influence Zidane’s presence can have 
isn’t limited to starry-eyed youth teamers or 


his friends. The Frenchman played a crucial role 


in Karim Benzema extending his Real Madrid 
contract 18 months ago. Indeed, Los Blancos’ 
No.9 has gone on record as saying it would be 
a dream to play for Zidane at the Bernabeu. 


Above Will Zidane 
the manager inspire 
through his brilliance 
- or lose the plot? 


The power of the Zidane name 
isn’t even limited to players. When he visited 
Marseille last December, then-manager 
Marcelo Bielsa - himself one of the most 
revered and influential coaches in world 
football and 17 years his senior - was 
“like a kid” at meeting his Castilla counterpart. 

“Zidane is a living football monument,” 
gushed the Argentine tactician. “Having 
Monsieur Zidane there right next to me to 
listen to me was an unforgettable moment. 
What’s more, he was grateful to listen to me. 
Zidane exercises this inhibitive power on 
common mortals. It’s indescribable.” 

Inspiring respect in the dressing room may 
be about more than just showing off your 
playing medals - just ask Ruud Gullit, Lothar 
Matthaus or Diego Maradona - but starting 
from that position is valuable for any 
coaching novice such as Zidane. 

When Zidane visited Bayern Munich’s training 
ground back in March, he witnessed three 
90-minute sessions that featured constant ball 
work and extensive drills to establish numerical 
superiority in possession. “Bayern’s game was 
already fast and attacking,” he said, “but Pep 
has taken it to the next level with that hint of 
genius. I love watching to see how he works. 
He inspires me.” 

Armed with new ideas, the necessary 
coaching badges and the shot at redemption 
that only a new season can bring, Zidane the 
coach is refreshed and determined to succeed, 
even if he was passed over for that gilded top 
job this summer. “I want to build something,” 
says the greatest footballer of his generation, 
who wants no less an epithet in the dugout. 

“T want people to say: ‘What you did as 
a coach... not bad. Not bad.” 

You get the feeling Zinedine Zidane’s 
time will come. Pep, you have been warned. 
You too, Rafa. « 
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THE ZIDANE 


CLAN 


Zinedine isn’t the only 
Zidane aiming to make 
waves with Real Madrid 
— all four of his sons are 
currently on the books 
at the Spanish giants 


yA kh ly 2 

He may prefer to be known by his mother’s 
surname, but Enzo hasn’t been able to avoid 
comparisons to his old man. After joining 
Real Madrid in 2004, Zinedine’s oldest son 
has climbed all the way into the Castilla 
setup, with Papa Zizou even selecting 

him as captain for the coming season. 

The 20-year-old midfielder participated 

in the 2013-14 UEFA Youth League and in 
2011 had the honour of being included in 
some of Jose Mourinho’s training sessions, 
as well as receiving a call-up to France’s 
under-19s. Domestically he has featured 
more regularly for Real Madrid C than 
Castilla, but the coming campaign will see 
the manager’s son compete in Segunda B. 
Luca Zidane 

The middle son has taken a rather different 
route into football to both his father and his 
elder brother. The 17-year-old plays for Real 
Madrid’s Juvenil B side - as a goalkeeper. 
Luca has also benefitted from being invited 
to train alongside the first team, with Carlo 
Ancelotti giving the stopper the chance to 
test himself against senior pros. He may not 
be of towering height for his age and position, 
but he’s able to compensate with his reflexes 
and astuteness in one-on-ones. He’s also 
pretty nifty when it comes to facing penalties: 
he saved three in France U17s’ European 
Championship semi-final victory over 
Belgium in May (though he did miss with his 
own effort, his Panenka attempt clipping the 
bar). France beat Germany 4-1 in the final. 
Theo and Elyaz Zidane 
Zidane’s third child, Theo, enrolled in Real 
Madrid’s academy in 2010. Now 13, he plays 
in the same position his esteemed father 
made his own. It may only be the start of 

a fledgling career, but the young midfielder 
is already showing flashes of brilliance and 
impressive ability for his tender years. Earlier 
this year he ‘went viral’ after bamboozling 
an opposition defender with a dummy, then 
finishing superbly, while playing for Madrid’s 
Infantil B side. At the age of nine, Elyaz, 

the youngest child of the Zidane brood, 

has only just been included in Real Madrid’s 
‘Benjamin’ youth category, but plays in 
midfield - just like Zinedine, Enzo and Theo. 
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Fans named Tynecastle the best ground in 
Scotland in last month’s Season Preview. 
What makes Hearts’ home so great? FFT joins 
travelling Motherwell supporters to find out 


CFOs 


hrough the week, mild-mannered 
25-year-old English teacher David 
Clark answers to ‘Sir’. But when 
Saturday comes, he ditches the 
leather elbow patches for the claret and 
amber, as one of the Motherwell ‘bois’. 

It earns him instant respect from 
students, some of whom are members 
of Celtic’s notorious Green Brigade 
section or Rangers’ Union Bears - 
even if their imaginations might run 
wild about some of his antics. 

David stops short of painting his face 
or waving a banner, but he’s no less 
the dedicated diehard for it, traipsing up 
and down the country every other 
weekend with some of his oldest friends 
to follow the fortunes of the Steelmen in 
an age of dwindling crowds and interest 
in the Scottish game. 

FourFourTwo joins the reluctant ultra 
for the night, alongside restaurant 
manager Derek, shop fitter Iain, youth 
worker Rico and warehouse employee 
Steven - all united by a common love 
for their local community and team. 

The destination is Edinburgh, but the 
quintet and their extended army have 
body-swerved the world-famous Fringe, 
the city’s all-consuming summer 
comedy and arts festival. That doesn’t 
mean there aren’t plenty of laughs 
along the way, though. 

They’re heading to Tynecastle and, 
mercifully, there isn’t a Stone Island 
jacket in sight. 


The trip to Hearts is widely regarded 
as the best on offer for fans north of 
the border, and the early birds start to 
descend on bar-restaurant Platform 5 
- located in the Haymarket area of 
Scotland’s capital, a 15-minute walk 
from Tynecastle stadium - from 5pm on 
this Wednesday evening. Over towering 
burgers, the Motherwell fans take it in 
turns to explain why their enthusiasm 
for a costly, time-consuming obsession 
has never waned. 

“About 10 years ago there was a 
conscious effort to start an ‘ultras’-style 
movement,” Rico explains. “The 
atmosphere had gradually faded and 
people just weren’t turning up any more. 

“We thought that by creating a bit of 
colour and noise, that might bring 
people back into the fold and spur 
on the players. It’s basically about 
making football fun again. I remember 
watching Basel in the Champions 
League, in particular, and thinking that’s 
the kind of environment you want to be 
part of. The Italian scene was obviously 
a big influence, too. 

“We went by other names, like the 
Steel Elite and ’Well Boys ’86, but when 
we stopped trying to be something and 
just let it happen naturally, it took off. 
We become the Motherwell Bois.” 

Steven adds: “The Ultras and the 
‘normal’ Motherwell fans have joined 
together. We still sing the same songs 
we did when we were 14. In the 
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beginning we just tried to get more people 
to sing. Then, over time, there was the 
addition of a drum and meeting up at 
different social events. 

“People have really bought into it and there’s 
a real mix. Families will sit in our section 
because there’s nothing to be feared. It’s not 
like the Green Brigade or the Union Bears, who 
have a reputation for being less approachable. 
We tried to go the opposite way. I wouldn’t 
say we set out to be ‘family-friendly’ but it was 
about creating a culture that everyone could 
be part of and wanted to be part of.” 

As the minutes tick on, the numbers swell, 
with latecomers crowding around born 
storyteller Rico (pictured below right, holding 
qd pint, with David sat to his left), who recalls 
‘eventful’ away days while the rest slip into 
hysterical laughter. 

He smiles: “The further the trip, the better 
the tale. Ross County is the furthest one, to 
the other end of the country. We were in 
a full carriage of Motherwell supporters on 
the train, everyone was in good voice and the 
drinks were flowing. Somehow a crowd of us 
ended up wandering into the hospitality 
section of Ross County’s stadium. 

“T think within about two minutes we’d 
been chucked out, with David protesting in 
vain that he was the County owner Roy 
MacGregor’s long-lost cousin. 

“Inverness is another long haul. One time we 
hired a bus, which took us all the way there 
before the driver decided to increase the fare. 
It meant we didn’t have the money to get 
home. He was refusing to budge. We were 
parked up beside the team bus and 
approached the then-captain, Stephen 
Craigan, who organised a whip-round among 
the squad to help us get back down the road.” 


With that, it’s on to the main event, with 
the full repertoire of songs interrupted only 
by debates that rage over manager Ian 
Baraclough’s selection and tactics. 

The winding streets to Tynecastle take 
you past a smorgasbord of pubs, each teeming 
with locals adorning maroon scarves rather 
than the claret and amber ones in our group. 
There’s no hint of aggro, which maybe goes 
some way to explaining why Tynecastle is 
so widely hailed - not least by FFT readers 
- as the away-day venue of choice in this 
part of the world. 

The boys mingle with Jambos along the 
way, with Hearts-supporting hipster Robert 
Borthwick buoyed by their own fine start to 
a first season back in the top flight. 

“IT can see why supporters like coming 
here to Tynecastle,” Borthwick tells FFT. 

“Tt’s an authentic experience and the steep 
stands are right on top of the pitch. 

“We have the third-best attendance in 
Scotland on a regular basis and a good 
songsheet. It’s not overly sanitised and there 
are so many pubs that there’s always 
somewhere for the visiting punters to go 
and have a drink in Gorgie [the area that is 
home to Tynecastle]. 

“Our fans have rallied since we went into 
administration. Having a good team helps.” 
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A couple of faces make a stop-off at 
The Gorgie Fish Bar: chippy extraordinaire, 
which is always packed on matchdays. 
There is no shortage of hungry customers 
on this midweek night. 

The Premiership clash is a sell-out - so often 
the case at Tynecastle - which comes as 
a disappointment to those Motherwell 
supporters who have resorted to turning up 
without tickets, hoping for the best. As those 
with their hands on tickets trickle into their 
section of the Roseburn Stand, the Bois 
assemble towards the back. Stewards adopt 
a common-sense approach and let them 
stand throughout. Their hands-off policy 
isn’t always the norm in a country divided by 


_ the controversial Offensive Behaviour at 


Football Bill which was passed in 2012. 
Scottish football has been blighted by 
religious bigotry in years gone by, but there is 
a widespread view that this legislation goes 
too far, fast-tracking banning orders and 
curbing free speech. At least, that’s how the 
likes of Rico see it. “We generally have a good 
relationship with the clubs we go to and most 
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of the time what we do is solely about 
inspiring the players,” he says, “but sometimes 
we have to send a message to the authorities 
if we have been harassed. At one game a fan 
let off a smoke bomb. Everything settled down 
and it was fine, but the next thing we knew, 
we'd been kettled by around 60 policemen 
who turned up at the request of the stewards. 

“We are totally against the Bill. It puts 
innocent people at risk in terms of losing their 
jobs, impacting on their family life. There was 
already legislation in place for sectarian 
singing and other related offences. This was 
just a knee-jerk, rushed-through proposal to 
try to tackle problems that weren’t there. 

Now you can find yourself in trouble simply for 
shouting at an opposition player, which would 
have been called banter in years gone by. 

“A few of our guys have been banned for up 
to a year without their case even being heard. 
There’s a natural suspicion around any group 
of guys who go to watch football, but none of 
us have ever been involved in a fight.” 

The boys couldn’t be further removed from 
the stereotypes in films such as Green Street, 
as Iain outlines their community ethos. 

“For us,” he says, “it’s about more than 
the football. We’ve run two food banks and 
we should and will do a lot more. Motherwell 

is ad run-down town that, with the decline in 


_ industry, has suffered since before we were 


born. We need to give back what we can. 

But it makes me proud to think that what 
we've started has encouraged young guys to 
get off the streets and go to the football 
instead. That has to be a positive message.” 








David chips in: “If someone could replicate 
this model across Scotland, you’d increase 
supporters coming through the gates tenfold. 
It doesn’t take a teacher to be able to see 
how they’ve engaged with young people.” 


Politics takes a back seat from the first 
whistle, as the 740-strong Motherwell 
support roar on their team. The Roseburn 
Stand - built in 1995 at a cost of £1.4m - sits 
at the northernmost end of the stadium, 
with the Archibald Leitch-designed main stand 
to your left as you look out over the pitch. 
The steep incline to the back of the stand 
means that, even from Row Z, you feel like 
you’re right on top of the action. There’s a dose 
of perspective in the 14th minute, as both sets 
of fans join together for a minute’s applause in 
memory of 14-year-old Hearts fan Peter 
Ashton, who sadly lost his battle with cancer 
earlier in the month. Then the rivalry resumes. 

It’s noticeable - and heartening - to see the 
Motherwell ‘bois’ following every kick. No 
preening, no holding a selfie stick, no updating 
various social media accounts - their eyes 
never leave the pitch, highlighting that, for all 
the razzmatazz they have added, the actual 
football is still the be-all and end-all. 

There’s precious little to cheer, though, as 
a dominant Hearts side move clear at the top 
of the league with a third win in three games. 
A Gavin Reilly penalty and a sweet strike from 
Billy King are enough for a 2-0 win over a 
Motherwell team that just can’t get going. 

To rub it in, one over-zealous steward swipes 
a flag from the visiting fans. Those involved are 
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“‘Ican see why away fans 
like coming to Tynecastle" 





Above Supporters of 
Scottish clubs united 
in naming Hearts the 
best away day 

Below Tynecastle’s 
steep stands offer an 
excellent atmosphere 
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none the wiser about what they have done 
wrong or whether they will even see it again. 
It’s too much for some to take, with a boy 
no older than 10 behind us breaking into the 
most angelic chorus of ‘the referee’s a w**ker’ 
FFT has ever heard. It earns him a clip around 
the ear from his dad, but sniggers of approval 
from most of those within earshot. Despite 
the result, the boys have enjoyed their visit. 


Hearts owner Ann Budge has transformed 
the club since inheriting the shambles of the 
ruinous Vladimir Romanov regime. She has 
been trying to patch up the stadium, and a 
main stand in particular that is crumbling. 
Until a more permanent solution is found, 
she’s firefighting with a water pistol, but 
there’s an inescapable authenticity to the 
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place that makes it a must-visit ground for 
those who pine for ‘the good old days’. 

Despite its huge popularity with Hearts fans 
and visiting supporters, there has been talk of 
Tynecastle being sold and the club moving 
elsewhere in the city in order to ease the 
longstanding financial pressures on the club. 
Speaking to the BBC in November 2014, just 
a few months after taking over the club, 
Budge had suggested it may make sense 
for the club to cash in on the arena that 
has been their home since 1886. 

However, by May 2015, the allure of the old 
stadium had taken grip. “If I go back to before 
I got involved with football, and I had heard all 
the discussions about Tynecastle, I would sit 
there in my ivory tower and think the answer 
is obvious: ‘Of course we need to move to 
a new stadium with new facilities,” Budge 
said. “I’d think: ‘I can’t understand why they 
are even faffing about with this.’ 

“But having been here for a year and heard 
so many people speak passionately about 
Tynecastle, I think there has got to be a step, 
and the next step is going to be: what can we 
do to keep us at Tynecastle? It is about how 
we can overcome the challenges that could 
bring. We are still doing the work, still looking 
at all the options, but I’m looking at it from the 
point of view of: ‘How can we stay here? 

What can we do to make this viable?” 
Uncertainty over the future of Tynecastle is 
nothing new. In 1990 there was briefly talk of 
the club sharing facilities with Edinburgh rivals 

Hibernian, while in 2004, then-CEO Chris 
Robinson claimed the stadium was “not fit 

for purpose” and would be sold. Only the 
Romanov takeover in 2005 prevented the sale. 

The knowledge that this famous old ground 
won’t be here forever only heightens the 
excitement around visiting, and the supporter 
experience is as pleasant as billed by so many 
of FFT’s correspondents. For those who 
appreciate fine dining, a steak pie will set you 
back £2.40, the mince alternative £2.20 and 
the vague vegetarian option also £2.20 (hot 
drinks are £2). It’s worth shelling out £3.50 for 
Hearts’ award-winning match programme, 
too. For most clubs they’re now little more 
than leaflets thrown together as an 
inconvenience, but the Jambos take genuine 
pride in their publication - and it shows. 

Still, the supporter experience is hardly at the 
forefront of the minds for those battle-weary 
’Well punters by the final whistle. Even Rico, 
the epitome of positivity, is briefly downbeat. 

“Tt could be a long season if we keep playing 
like that,” he says, before quickly coming to 
terms with the defeat. “On the upside, we 
can’t play any worse. We'll be back next week. 
What else would we do?” 

With that, he shows the rest of the group 
a clean pair of heels as he bolts off to ensure 
his car isn’t locked in for the night. The rest are 
left to return to familiar songs and reminisce 
about great away days past. 

So, for these Motherwell supporters, was this 
the best away day Britain has to offer? Perhaps 
- but seeing their team have more than two 
shots on target would certainly have made it 
a little more enjoyable. e 
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From Lazio To Manchester United 





Sir Alex Ferguson wasn’t too pleased when, 
just 10 months after forking out a Premier 
League record £28.1m for Juan Sebastian 
Veron, it was suggested he was a transfer 
flop. “He’s a f**king great player,” the Scot 
growled as he stormed out of his press 
conference. “And you’re all f**king idiots.” 

Still, there was no escaping the fact that, 
for all his past success in Italy and with 
the Argentine national team, Veron 
was struggling to live up to the 
billing at Old Trafford. So why 
didn’t it work out? 

“T don’t make excuses,” Veron 
tells FFT of his struggles in 
English football. “It was a new 
thing for me, even if I’ve always 
faced change with ease. My 
family was happy, I was happy. 

“The real change was the physical 
aspect. I regard fitness training as a very 
important thing. I moved from a country 
with intense pre-season training to another 
where football matches are the only way 
they train. In England they play the whole 
year: Christmas, New Year, non-stop. 

“The first six months I coped with it well - 
really well. But after December, it was very 
difficult for me to keep up. I would suffer 
from the lack of a fitness base, I wouldn’t 
be able to last the whole game, and I would 
pick up injuries.” 






Still, there were some highlights. Veron 
scored the crucial fourth goal in United’s 
memorable 5-3 comeback at Tottenham in 
September 2001, and was also imperious 
during the early stages of the Red Devils’ 
Champions League campaign of 2002-03, 
before injuries struck again. 

He also scored the goal that Ferguson later 
described as the best he’d ever seen (“It was 

a volleyed rabona in the air and it went 
directly into the top corner”). 
_ Sadly, it was only in a training 
| session during a tour of the 
United States. 

Things may not have gone 
to plan, but anyone who 
thought that Veron was the 
' archetypal South American 
fancy dan desperate to get 
away from rainy Manchester would 
be dead wrong. The midfielder moved 
south to the newly-monied Chelsea in the 
summer of 2003, but just couldn’t settle 
in London. “Looking back, I didn’t make the 
right choice,” he admits. “I should have stayed 
in Manchester. My wife left Manchester in 
tears. We were used to moving cities and 
I’d never seen her crying because of a move. 

“T had talked to Ferguson and he had told 
me that he couldn’t guarantee my spot in the 
team; that I had to earn it. And it was logical. 
I didn’t think it through.” 





used to wearing 
such puffy sleeves” 





Ferguson hinted at one other reason for 
the Argentine’s struggles at United in his 
2014 autobiography. “He didn’t speak the 
language,” the Scot wrote. “He wasn’t 
antisocial; he just wasn’t a communicator. 
I’d come in for work: ‘Morning, Seba’. 
‘Morning, Mister’. And that was it. You 
couldn’t drag anything from him.” 

Perhaps he just didn’t like all the swearing. 


FourFourTwo.com October 2015 55 


1 


SS == .—__— 


From Wolves To Leicester City 


“At the time, the price tag didn’t bother me. 
I’d established myself at Wolves and was 
doing well, but it wasn’t me who named 

the price, it was the club, and Leicester 
wanted to pay that much for my services. 
Five million was a massive fee for Leicester 
at the time, and naturally they expected me 
to score a lot of goals to justify that figure. 


“T really can’t pinpoint why it didn’t work out. 


I think it was the right time for Leicester to 
come and buy me, although maybe I could’ve 
done with another year at Wolves. But, of 


course, I wanted to play in the Premier League. 


“I came in as Emile Heskey’s replacement, 
but he is a different breed of footballer. He’s 
big, strong and scores goals, but back then, if 
Heskey wasn’t scoring a lot, he could get away 
with it. He was the local hero. I was a different 
player - I’d be running in behind and trying 
to cause people problems. But Leicester 
looked at my record in the Championship and 
thought I’'d come and do the same thing. 

“The fans were supportive at the start. 
They want you to do well and they'll 
give you 10 games, but the longer it 
goes on, people start scratching their 
heads and ask if it was a waste of 
money. That’s normal. I was 
ready for the criticism. I didn’t 
do well, and fans pay 
their money so 
they’ve got the right ee 
to criticise, as we’re 
getting paid to play football. 
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“Everyone was trying to support me, including 
other players and the manager - the last thing 
they want is a player in their side who’s not 
playing well. I was doing extra training, and 
I was working so hard that I think the manager 
thought: ‘He’s training well; why isn’t he doing 
it during a game?’ I couldn’t put my finger on it. 

“T was 100 per cent fit and could run all day; 
I just wasn’t scoring - like the game against 
Liverpool, where I was off-target most of the 
time. I think it’s confidence - part and parcel of 
sport or any type of work. Sometimes you can’t 
focus or hit the target your boss wants you to. 

“T remember ending my goal drought against 
Sunderland. It wasn’t a great goal - it was 
really scrappy, to be fair - but just to see it go 
over the line was a weight off my shoulders. 

I did a mad celebration as I was just so happy, 
and I thought I could carry on from there. 

“If I could turn back time I’d have thought 
more about it - whether it was the right time 
to move - but I have no regrets. It did change 
me, though. Once I left Leicester I had to work 
even harder for managers to believe in me. 

“TI scored nine league goals in the 2000-01 
season. These days, if you score nine 

goals in the Premier League that’s 
seen as not too bad. But back in 
_. the day, people expected 
f a lot of goals from players 
like me. It didn’t happen. 
“It was more or less 
- awaste of money, if 
you want to call it that.” 
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From Wolves To Manchester City Year 1979 


“Before the deal was agreed, a number 
of bids had been turned down by Wolves. 
I kept all the newspaper cuttings from 
around the time, which reflect how 
quickly my fee went up. 

“Wolves started to negotiate with 
Manchester City around the £1 million mark. 
Then a bid of £1.2 million came in and was 
accepted. All the add-ons took the deal up to 
a very specific value of £1,437,500. The £500 
was my fee as part of the deal! 

“On my way back down the M6, having 
signed for City, me and my wife stopped at 


a motorway services and this guy spotted me. 


He said: ‘I’ve just seen you on the telly. I don’t 
envy you one bit.’ He was referring to the 
transfer fee and the pressure that came with 
it. Looking back, it was a prophetic moment. 
“T joined City at a transitional time for the 
club, when many experienced pros had left. 


Malcolm Allison was looking to me to help 
bring on the younger lads, but that was 
difficult when I hadn’t even settled in myself. 
As the games went on, the fundamentals 

of my game started to go because the 
pressure of being a big-money signing 
started to affect me. When I was receiving 

a pass I was always thinking: ‘I hope this 
doesn’t bobble or go under my foot’. 

“IT can remember a game against Tottenham 
at Maine Road. Kevin Reeves whipped in the 
most perfect cross. I’m between the penalty 
spot and the six-yard box and all I need to do 
is make sure I head the ball firmly. Instead, 

I got only the slightest of touches on it and it 
went wide. The stick I got was unbelievable. 

“The worst moment of all was at Brighton. 
We were losing 1-0 and I got sent off with 
about 15 minutes to go. We ended up 
winning 2-1. The referee came to me after 
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Top “Oh no, not 
another bobble” 
Above “No pressure, 


Steve. Actually, wait 
- loads of pressure” 


the game and said he felt bad for sending me 
off. He had seen the look of dejection on my 
face. He added that the best thing I could do 
was go and play in the North American Soccer 
League, and that’s what I did. 
“T’m working harder now than I have done 
in my life. I do after-dinner speaking, and 
whenever I go back to Manchester City the 
reception I get from the fans there is incredible 
- in stark contrast with my football career!” & 
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Blissett bagged 27 
league goals in the 
1982-83 season 


Watford To AC Milan 


“I was stunned that someone was prepared 
to pay that much for a footballer. AC Milan 
were basically paying £1 million for me to 
do something that I loved doing. 

“Looking back, I don’t think people 
remember my time there particularly fairly, to 
be completely honest. If you compare what 
I did there to what the likes of Ian Rush and 
David Beckham did in Italy, I think it’s 
interesting that I’m the one portrayed as 
having had a negative experience. 

“Over time, you come to realise that people 
recall what’s put in front of them rather than 
what actually takes place - they don’t bother 
to find out the reality for themselves most of 
the time. That’s how it is - it’s nothing for me to 
get annoyed about. Those who know me see 
my time in Milan as being exciting and positive. 

“That’s not just me being blinkered - it’s 
what the facts bear out. Yes, I was a headline 
transfer and it obviously had a huge impact 
on Watford and their future, but the experience 
also added another dimension to my play. 

“To say that something was going wrong at 
Milan would be inaccurate. It was different out 
there; the game wasn’t played in the manner I 
had expected. I scored regularly in pre-season 
matches but once the league started, there 
was d real change in attitude. The style of 
football didn’t promote the elements of my 
game that had brought me 33 goals - and the 
Golden Boot in Europe - the previous season. 

“Tt was hugely frustrating. I had no real 
passion for winning matches with dull, 
defensive football. It was football without the 
entertainment value. A team such as Milan isn’t 
going to adapt its style for one player - that 
should be the same no matter who you play 
for - and if a team isn’t creating opportunities 
then you’re simply not going to score goals. 

“On a personal level, it had very little impact 
on me or my family. I didn’t tend to read 
reports during my playing days; I always 
thought I, rather than journalists, was the best 
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1983 


judge of whether I had performed badly or 

not. I was in Italy to do a job - the same job I’d 

done at any football club I’ve ever worked for. 
“T’ve always been able to connect well 

with the community wherever I played or 

coached, and it was no different in Milan. 

The supporters out there are obviously some 

of the most passionate in the world, and it’s 

fair to say I experienced the highs and 

the lows of that. What has really stuck 

with me is the amazing response 

T have received in the years 

since leaving Italy - not only 

the fact that my name 

eventually became adopted 

by The Luther Blissett Project 

[his name was adopted as 

a pseudonym by artists and 

activists], but also because 

I’m constantly asked to return. 


Above Six goals in 39 
games was a poor 
return on Milan’s £1m 
Right “I’m off to get 
some Rice Krispies” 











“For me, what the move really re-enforced 
was that the Italians truly are the masters of 
defence. A season playing in Italy really 
hammered that home. I would love to have 
gone back four years later when the Italian 
game had evolved into a more attacking one, 
but would I change anything from my time 
there? Absolutely not. It was the experience of 
a lifetime and something I regard as an 
absolute honour to have achieved. 

“Tt didn’t change me as a person and 
I certainly didn’t see it as a relief when 
I returned to Watford in 1984. 

“T’m often asked whether the lack of 
Rice Krispies in Italian supermarkets was 

an issue for me after comments I made 
a long time ago. Come on! Sometimes 
as a footballer, a journalist will ask you 
a stupid question, so you give an 
propriately ridiculous answer!” ¢ 
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Words Paul Simpson, Uli Hesse, Louis Massarella, Nick Moore, James Maw, Jason Lewis 


It began with English arrogance and grew into the Champions League - 
now the world’s top club competition reaches its diamond anniversary. 
FFT raises a glass to the matches, the madness and the men who made it 
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PEAN 


It’s hard to imagine a world without Ol’ Big Ears, but were it not for a certain tub-thumping 
English newspaper riling a former France international, we might still live in that world... 


14, 1954, the Daily Mail played a decisive 
role in the creation of the European Cup 
with one hubristic headline: ‘Hail Wolves, 
champions of the world now’. 

That was the newspaper’s response to 
Wolverhampton Wanderers’ 3-2 victory the 
night before (below) against a Honved side with 
four of Hungary’s all-time greats: Jozsef Bozsik, 
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od bless English arrogance. On December | Zoltan Czibor, Sandor Kocsis and Ferenc 


Puskas. The Molineux turf had been soaked 

by four days of incessant rain, yet Wolves 
manager Stan Cullis ordered the apprentices - 
including young wing-half Ron Atkinson - to 
water it again and “roll the moisture in”. After 
racing into a 2-0 lead, Honved got stuck in the 
mire and Wolves recovered, hitting more long 
balls and isolating Puskas and Kocsis. In the 


dressing room afterwards, Cullis proclaimed 
his team champions of the world. 

In Paris, Gabriel Hanot, editor of L’Equipe, was 
galled by such bombast. “We must wait for 
Wolves to visit Moscow or Budapest before we 
proclaim their invincibility,” wrote the former 
France winger and coach-turned-journalist. 
“There are other clubs of international 
presence, notably Real Madrid and Milan.” 


“Shouldn’t the 
world champions be 
drinking champagne?” 
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Hanot astutely exploited English arrogance 
to realise a long-held dream. He had proposed 
a pan-European club competition in the 1930s, 
also suggesting that clubs could compete in 
foreign leagues. His friend Jean-Bernard Levy, 
president of Racing Club Paris, asked: “Why 
not create one European league?” 

“The greatest difficulty” in achieving that 
goal, Levy noted presciently, “would be to 
get the English involved.” 

Yet in 1954, with England finally deigning to 
enter World Cups, a new governing body for 
European football called UEFA in existence, 
and a consensus in favour of continental 
cooperation that would inspire the creation 
of the European Common Market in 1957, 

a European league seemed attainable. 

Hanot outlined his scheme in an open letter. 
Jacques Ferran, Hanot’s colleague at L’Equipe, 
recalled: “Anderlecht didn’t want a league. 
They suggested knockout, as we could play 
under lights in midweek and it wouldn’t 
interfere with domestic leagues.” 

Fretting about fixture congestion, FIFA were 
sceptical. So was Juan Touzon, the Spanish FA’s 
president, until Real Madrid president Santiago 
Bernabeu convinced him. At a meeting in Paris 
on April 2, 1955, attended by 15 clubs and 
other interested parties, Bernabeu dominated 
proceedings, winning backing for the European 
Cup, agreeing a list of participants and 
organising a first-round draw. By giving the 
impression that he could launch the European 
Cup by himself if necessary, he forced FIFA’s 
acquiescence and compelled a dithering UEFA 
to run the competition. 

Two clubs from ‘behind the Iron Curtain’ - 
Hungary’s Voros Lobogo and Yugoslavia’s 
Partizan Belgrade - wanted to compete. 

The hardest task, as Levy foretold, was 
“getting the English involved”. 

As presumptive champions, Chelsea were 
given an invitation which club chairman Joe 
Mears fervently wanted to accept. But at a 
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Mears’ acquiescence may look cowardly 
now, but at the time Chelsea’s withdrawal 
merited only a paragraph in the Daily Mirror 
and the Blues’ manager, Ted Drake, wasn’t 
bothered about their non-entry. 

On September 4, 1955, the first round of the 
European Cup began. Sixteen teams from 
16 countries took part - none of them from 
England. In the first match, Sporting Lisbon 
drew 3-3 with Partizan Belgrade in a packed 
stadium in Lisbon. “We knew then we had 
created something very special,” said Ferran. 

By May 1956, when Real Madrid beat 
Stade Reims 4-3, the first of five successive 
European Cup final victories for los Blancos, 

Hanot’s creation had enthralled Europe. 
Bernabeu’s stellar side — particularly the 
magnificent Alfredo Di Stefano, a Total 
Footballer before the term was invented - 
gave the new competition glamour. Bernabeu 
kept acquiring stars, signing Raymond Kopa, 
Didi and Puskas, and, in Alex Ferguson’s view, 
“helped invent modern football”. 

English fans were more open-minded than 

their country’s footballing bureaucrats. As Bete 
Bobby Charlton recalled before Manchester 
United’s first European campaign: “The fans 
of Liverpool, Man City and Arsenal were 
all questioning United’s prospects. ‘You 
may be champions of England,’ they said, 
‘but this is going to be much more difficult.” » 






Real Madrid make 
it five ina row at 


Hampden Park in 1960 
_ 


meeting at Paddington’s Great Western Hotel 
in July 1955, the Football League Management 
Committee objected to the competition on two 
mutually exclusive grounds. As Alan Hardaker, 
the League’s secretary said, committee 
members regarded European football as 
“a nine days’ wonder”. Yet they also saw the 
idea as a serious threat to their competition. 
Pointing to a decline of two million in the 
aggregate attendance for 1954-55, Football 
League president Arthur Drewry - who 
would become FIFA president months later 
- called for international glamour friendlies 
to be curtailed. Hardaker ominously 
reminded Chelsea that the League had the 
power to ban games against foreign teams. 
Mears was a member of the 
Management Committee and when 
that body “suggested” to Chelsea it 
would be “inadvisable” to enter the 
European Cup, he felt obliged to 
comply. Chelsea’s place in the first 
round was taken by Gwardia Warsaw. 


Below English stars 
such as Charlton had 
a lot to prove abroad 
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Vasas Budapest were 
victors in 1956. You 


“THE MITROPA WHAT?” 


knew that, right? 


Just as YouTube could not 
have been launched without 
broadband and cheap video 
cameras, the European Cup 
would not have existed 
without the Mitropa Cup. 
The game had spawned 
other international club 
TLC MLM Rely 
the European Cup’s best, 
most glamorous and most 
influential precursor. 

Masterminded by Hugo 
Meisl, the trailblazing coach 
of Austria’s Wunderteam, 
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La Coupe de l’Europe Central 
(as the Mitropa was formally 
known) kicked off in 1927, 
contested initially by two 
clubs apiece from Austria, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary 
and Yugoslavia, playing 
each other home and away. 
Contestants clearly cared 
enough to cheat, protest and 
riot. Inaugural winners Sparta 
Prague got Hungary’s MTK 
thrown out because of an 
“irregular player position” and 
tackled so brutally against 


Rapid Vienna that they were 
pelted with rotten fruit and 
bottles by Viennese fans. 

The Second World War all 
but killed the competition and 
Hanot’s European Cup filled 
the gap. The Mitropa lingered 
on until 1992, finally petering 
out as a cup for lower-division 
sides. Meisl’s brainchild 
helped to delay Hanot’s plans 
for 20 years, yet, by setting 
such a successful precedent, 
the Mitropa Cup helped the 
Frenchman realise his dream. 
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Adding a spicy cross-continental 
element to top-level football was 
always likely to create fireworks... 
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THE SHAME GAME 


“T should have been locked up,” admitted 
Atletico Madrid’s Ruben Diaz after a knee-high, 
studs-up tackle on Celtic’s Jimmy Johnstone 

in 1974’s semi-final first leg, later dubbed 

‘the Shame Game’. Two other Atletico players 
took early baths as they resorted to any means 
necessary to escape Glasgow with a 0-0 draw. 
It all kicked off at full-time, as pushing and 
shoving between managers Juan Carlos 
Lorenzo and Jock Stein turned into an all-out 
brawl that continued down the tunnel, where 
the substituted John ‘Dixie’ Deans emerged 
from the dressing room and “slapped Ruben 
Ayala about a bit, just to keep him awake”. 


BURDISSO TAKES ONE ON THE HOOTER 


Valencia and Inter’s 2007 last 16 second-leg 
clash saw one of European football’s most 
fearsome scraps. After the Spaniards had 
snuck through on away goals, Valencia 
defender Carlos Marchena and Inter’s 
Nicolas Burdisso traded blows, 
prompting unused substitute David 
Navarro to leap from the dugout 
and break Burdisso’s nose. All hell 
broke loose, with Navarro being 
pursued by several Inter players 

- one even launching a flying 

kick - as stewards and police 
tried to intervene. Navarro 

was ultimately handed a a 
six-month ban for his antics. li eae 







POOR REG CAN'T GET IT RIGHT 


Trailing Benfica 4-1 on aggregate with just 
five minutes of their 1961 semi-final second 
leg remaining, Rapid Vienna were denied a 
penalty by English referee Reg Leafe, who 
instead decided that forward Robert Dienst 
had dived. Cue bedlam, with angry home 
players and rioting fans forcing the match to 
be abandoned. But the result stood and Rapid 
were given a three-year ban. “You should have 
let them have their penalty,” Benfica coach 
Bela Guttmann told Leafe, helpfully. 


DON'T MESS WITH SOUEY (OR MOVILA) 


Dinamo Bucharest captain Lica Movila got 
more than he bargained for after he was 
assigned to man-mark opposite number 
Graeme Souness of Liverpool in the first leg 
of an ill-tempered semi-final in 1984 - namely 
a broken jaw, after Souey took exception to 
one tasty tackle too many. Fortunately for the 
Reds, nobody saw the off-the-ball incident, 
but Souness was forced to “run the gauntlet” 
in a brutal second leg. “We got to Bucharest 
and our coach was surrounded by fans and 
soldiers all gesturing at Graeme like he 

was dead,” recalled Ian Rush. Scary. 


JUANITO STAMPS HIS DISAPPROVAL 


After taking exception to Bayern Munich 
midfielder Lothar Matthaus’ late tackle on 
team-mate Chendo in the 1987 semi-final, 
Real Madrid winger Juanito steamed over, 
trod on Matthaus’ back and then, as the 
referee prepared to brandish a yellow card, 
pushed the man in black out of the way so he 
could stamp on the prostrate German’s head. 
Yellow turned to red and Juanito was banned 
from European football for five years. 


KING ERIC LOSES HIS HEAD 


Having been intimidated from all angles in 
crashinc out to Galatasaray in 1993, Eric 
Cantona finally lost his rag, kicking the 
ball out of a home substitute’s 
hands and then flooring him 
with an elbow to the chest. 
Sent off at the final whistle for 
abusing the referee, Cantona was 
punched by a policeman as he was 
escorted down the tunnel by Bryan 
Robson. “While the rest of us 
wanted to get out of there... he 
insisted he was going to kill ‘that 
f**ker’,” recalled Roy Keane. 
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TEAM NEVER TO WIN IT 


In 2014, it was all about la Decima. 
In the late 1980s, it was all about 
la Septima. Undisputed kings of the 
continent when the competition first 
began, Real Madrid hadn’t lifted the 
European Cup since 1966 — too long 
for a club of their stature. But now 
they finally had a team capable of 
claiming that elusive seventh title. 
The side featured five fabled 
youth products: la Quinta del Buitre. 
Spearheaded by Spain striker Emilio 
Butragueno, they had the talent and 
togetherness to provide the foundations 
for a truly great side, one that would 
soon win two UEFA Cups and five 
La Liga titles in a row. Rafael Martin 
Vazquez was an effortlessly stylish 
creator and dribbler; Manolo Sanchis, a 
combative midfielder-turned-defender; 


Miguel Pardeza, an arch-poacher; 
Michel, a box-to-box goalscorer whose 
telepathic connection with Butragueno 
dated back to their youth-team days. 
Add the goalscoring talents of Mexican 
Hugo Sanchez and, as one journalist 
put it, “every game was a binge of goals 
with virtuous, spectacular football”. 

So why did the European Cup elude 
them? It’s perhaps telling that only one 
of their famous five - Sanchis, who 
would go on to lift the trophy in 1998 
and 2000 - was a defender. Naive 
defending cost them in the semi-final 
against Bayern Munich in 1987 (above), 
and a year later, coach Leo Beenhakker 
was out-thought by PSV’s Guus Hiddink 
at the same stage. A third straight 
semi-final defeat came courtesy of 
a 5-0 drubbing in Milan. Within a few 
months, Vasquez left to join Torino and 
the side began to be broken up. 
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There’s no such thing as a 
bad European Cup-winning 
side, but this victorious Steaua outfit 
were far from all-time greats. They 
were functional and well-drilled 
rather than household names. 

“Each of us knew our jobs exactly,” 
explained defender Stefan Iovan. 

“We had a perfect idea of where to 
pass the ball - we could have played 
with our eyes closed.” 

A mid-season training camp high in 
the mountains is often credited as the 
moment the seeds of success were 
sown. “They took us there to make 
us champions of Europe or priests,” 
recalled star striker Marius Lacatus. 
“You could do nothing else apart from 
run, climb the mountains and, every 
now and again, play a little football.” 

Steaua’s fixture list before the latter 
stages was hardly peppered with the 





ThE WORST 


TEAM TO WIN IT 


STEAUA BUCHAREST 1985-86 


continental elite. They swept aside Vejle 
of Denmark and Honved of Hungary, 
before edging past Finnish champions 
Kuusysi 1-0 in the quarter-finals with 
an 86th-minute winner in the second 
leg. In the semis they met Anderlecht, 
who had reached three European finals 
in the previous four seasons, but by 
now Steaua were on a roll. 

The Romanians had reached the final 
due to their imperious home form but 
would face Barcelona in Seville, 
effectively an away fixture, with just 
1,000 fans supporting them and captain 
Tudorel Stoica suspended. This, though, 
was not vintage Barga, and after 120 
tense, turgid minutes Steaua prevailed 
on penalties. They even missed their 
first two; Terry Venables’ lot had all four 
saved by Helmuth Duckadam (above). ® 
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FIRST SHOOTOUT 


The first penalty shootout in the European Cup saw England beat Germany. Everton 
and Borussia Monchengladbach did battle from the spot on November 4, 1970, and 
although Everton’s Joe Royle (left) was first to miss, the Toffees went on to win 4-3. 


ARENA AUFSCHALKE, 
GELSENKIRCHEN 






In the late ’70s 
and early ’80s, 
English clubs 
dominated the 
European Cup in 
a golden age for 
the old First 
Division — but 
not everybody 
enjoyed it 
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ngland’s domination of the European Cup 
between 1977 and 1982 has acquired a 


certain grandeur with the passage of time. 


The players were great, especially Kenny 

Dalglish, Kevin Keegan and Peter Shilton. 
The managers - Bob Paisley and Brian Clough 
- weren’t bad either. No other country has had 
its teams win six European Cup finals in a row. 

Yet the brutal truth is that England’s 
domination bored most of Europe rigid. 

In 1980, after Forest’s second triumph, Branko 
Zebec, coach of losing finalists Hamburg, 
remarked: “Nottingham only defended - I say 
this not as a criticism, but as a statement of 
fact.” Bela Guttmann, the Hungarian coach 
who masterminded Benfica’s triumphs in 
1961 and 1962, pleaded: “Let us remember, 
the European Cup stands for great teams. 
And it should be about great players.” 

The scorelines of the six finals won by 
Liverpool, Forest and Aston Villa tell their own 
story: 3-1, 1-0, 1-0, 1-0, 1-0, 1-0. But the mood 
of anti-climax wasn’t entirely England’s fault. 
The revolutionary glory of Ajax’s Total Football 
had faded and the game would not take its 
next tactical leap forward until the late 1980s 
when Arrigo Sacchi reinvented 4-4-2 at Milan. 
Many of Europe’s iconic clubs - Barcelona, 
Inter, Juventus and Milan - were in the 
doldrums. As tactics became more cautious, 
goals became scarcer in the European Cup. 

In 1975-76 the average was 3.31 per game. 

In 1976-77, when Liverpool won their first final, 
that figure slumped to 2.54. That campaign’s 
most prolific strikers, Gerd Muller and Zurich’s 
Franco Cucinotta, scraped five goals apiece. 

This trend was reflected in the run of finals 
won by English teams. Though all six ties had 
elements of intrigue and drama, only one - the 
Reds’ 3-1 win over Borussia Monchengladbach 
in 1977 - was genuinely great as a dramatic 
spectacle and a showcase for world-class 
football. Paisley had drilled Liverpool to play in 
Europe. His team were pressing more than a 
decade before Sacchi made the term famous. 


We remember the English clubs who have had just one crack at lifting Ol’ Big Ears 


1960-61 


QUARTER-FINALS 













Villa win it 
by the Withe 


‘of the post | 


Clough’s Forest could turn it on, as their 2-0 
demolition of Ajax in the 1980 semi-final 
first leg showed, but were never at their fluent 
best in a final. Yet they had their admirers. 
When they knocked out reigning champions 
Liverpool in the first round in 1978, Norwegian 
artist Harald Nygard drew Clough and his 
players as Robin Hood and his Merry Men. 
After the 1979 final, Barcelona newspaper 
El Mundo Deportivo lauded Forest: “When 
they attack, they have nine strikers. 
When they defend, they have nine 
defenders. Whoever has the ball always 
has three or four players to pass to.” 
The Spanish 
press even 
convinced itself that 
Clough would succeed Lucien Muller as 
Barcelona coach - surely one of the most 
intriguing ‘what if?’s in football history. 
After the 1980 final, Ladislao Kubala, the 
flamboyant Hungarian forward and Barcelona 
legend, said: “I liked Nottingham. They played 
their game and we must learn from them. 
They played without the ball, marked their 
men and went into combat with passion.” 
Forest’s Robin Hood shtick took the pressure 
off players, convincing them they were 
underdogs. In 1982, Aston Villa truly were 
underdogs against Bayern, especially when 
keeper Nigel Spink, making only his second 





Above Brian Clough 
and his assistant 
Peter Taylor know 
exactly how many 
goals an English side 
needs to win a final 


first-team appearance, came off the bench 
to face some of the best strikers in West 
Germany’s World Cup squad. Peter Withe 
scored Villa’s winner with a little help from 
the near post and Spink produced so many f 
remarkable saves that, at the final whistle, P 
Bayern players sank to their knees and Bids 
shook their heads in disbelief. er, 

The end of England’s supremacy didn’t 
immediately restore the European Cup’s 
romance. It would be another five years 
before Sacchi’s Milan - probably the greatest 
club side since Rinus Michels’ Ajax - came to 
the competition’s rescue. ® 


1962-63 1993-96 


FIRST ROUND 


GROUP STAGE 
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ST GOALS IN FINALS 


Real Madrid heroes Alfredo Di Stefano and Ferenc Puskas 
~ lead the way when it comes to final goals - both netted 
“ae 9 4 9 9 
seven times in the big one (Puskas, four in one game). 
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) | : 0.54 
FILIPPO INZAGHI 0.57 








0.58 
KARIM BENZEMA 0.58 

OR} 
ROMARIO 0.63 

0.67 
EUSEBIO 0.71 
0.76 

gs RUUD VAN NISTELROOY 0.77 

0.78 
ALFREDO DI STEFANO 0.84 

0.86 
FERENC PUSKAS 0.88 





When it comes to 
goals-per-game ratios 
in the European Cup, 
the Bayern Munich 
assassin remains 
simply untouchable 
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2° Qualifiers not included; minimum 20 goals 
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MOST GOALS IN A SEASON 


The most goals scored by one player in a single European Cup 
campaign were the 17 rattled in by Cristiano Ronaldo as Real 
Madrid marched to their 10th triumph - la Decima - in 2013-14. 


SUH LL 
STREET 


Known mainly as a midfield enforcer and creator, 
Souey also shared the European Golden Boot with 
team-mate Terry McDermott, courtesy of six 
goals in Liverpool’s 1980-81 campaign. Incredibly, 
they came in the form of two hat-tricks - against 
Finnish side OPS in the first round and CSKA Sofia 
in the quarters - and were the only goals of the 
Scotsman’s career in European club competitions. 





MILINKO PANTIC 
ATLETICO MADRID 


9 GOALS 1997 


No fewer than 10 players scored four goals in 
1996-97 - among them, six forwards from the 
two finalists, Borussia Dortmund and Juventus. 
They all finished joint-second behind a Serbian 
thirtysomething playmaker. Pantic played in 
the hole behind Juan Esnaider and Kiko for the 
quarter-finalists and was a set-piece expert, 
scoring a free-kick against Dortmund and from 
the spot against Ajax. He’s the only Atletico 
player to win the European Cup’s Golden Boot. 


CLAUDIO SULSER 
TREE 


As head of FIFA’s disciplinary committee, 
Sulser is the man who banned Luis Suarez 
for four months after he bit Giorgio 
Chiellini. During his playing days, though, 
Sulser twice won the Golden Boot in 
Switzerland. His greatest season for 
Grasshoppers was his first, when his goals 
fired them to the quarter-finals of the 
European Cup. On November 1, 1978, he 
scored a brace against Real Madrid as the 
Spanish giants went out on away goals. 
The reason he never left Switzerland? He 
was studying law on the side, of course. 























It’s all Messi and CR7 these days, 
but the European Cup’s top scorers 
haven’t always been stellar names 
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ANTONIS ANTONIADIS 
PANATHINAIKOS 


10 GOALS 1971 


Arguably the greatest striker Greece ever 


Waterford United are the reason legendary 
Belgian striker Paul van Himst had to share 

the 1967 Golden Boot with a widely-forgotten 
East German winger. In the preliminary round, 
Vorwarts Berlin were paired with the League of 
Ireland winners, and Jurgen Piepenburg scored 
five times in a 12-1 aggregate win. Vorwarts 
were knocked out by Gornik Zabrze in the next 
round, but Piepenburg scored with a volley 

in the home leg - enough to ensure he shared 
top-scoring honours with Van Himst. 
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produced, scoring 187 goals in 242 matches 

in their top flight, Antoniadis is known by few 
outside his homeland because Greek clubs 
were never successful in Europe during 

his heyday. With one exception. In 1971, 
Panathinaikos marched all the way to the final, 
giving him a real chance to prove his worth. 


One fine strike against Everton at Goodison 
gave his team a crucial away goal in the 
quarter-finals. Panathinaikos never got past 
the second round again during his career. » 
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THE FORGOTTE 
BLASSIE 








Starring the finest final, two cracking comebacks, 
a great shock and “90 minutes of lawless football” 


HONVED 3 ATHLETIC BILBAO 3 


Few football matches have been played under 
more dramatic circumstances. Honved were 
among the favourites to lift the 1957 trophy - 
after all, these were the Mighty Magyars of 
Ferenc Puskas, Sandor Kocsis and Zoltan 
Czibor. But in November ’56, Soviet tanks rolled 
into Budapest to quell the Hungarian Uprising. 
Now the Honved players, on tour in the west 
to prepare for the away leg in Bilbao, couldn’t 
return home and didn’t know if their loved 
ones were safe. Unsurprisingly, they lost 3-2 

in Spain. Honved’s ‘home’ leg was staged in 
Brussels, where more mishap befell them: 
Czibor injured his hip, then keeper Farago Lajos 
broke his cheekbone and had to come off. The 
limping Czibor went between the sticks. Down 
to 10 men and with an outfield player in goal, 
Honved fell 3-1 behind, but the greatest team 
of its generation rallied together for one last 
hurrah: Laszlo Budai pulled one back and then 
Puskas headed the equaliser. Honved tried 
everything to score the winner that would’ve 
forced a play-off, but the Basques held on. 


BENFIGA 5 REAL MADRID 3 


Madrid’s 7-3 victory over Eintracht Frankfurt at 
Hampden Park in 1960 is more celebrated, but 
this game was the better final because it was 
close, thrilling and symbolic. On what came to 
be known as The Night Of The Long Shots, an 
ageing Madrid team tried to wrestle back the 
trophy they had won in five of the preceding 
six years from the young and enthusiastic 
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Portuguese outfit. And they came close. 
Puskas scored a hat-trick in the first half and 
the Spaniards held a 3-2 lead at the interval. 
But Mario Coluna equalised with a 30-yarder, 
before the pace and power of a young 
Eusebio decided the game, as he put Benfica 
ahead from the spot and added a fifth from a 
free-kick. At the final whistle, fans invaded the 
pitch and carried Eusebio on their shoulders. 


REAL MADRID 3 
MANCHESTER UNITED 3 


Despite having the likes of George Best, Denis 
Law and Bobby Charlton among their number, 
the decisive goals in Manchester United’s 
semi-final victory over Real Madrid in 1968 
came from two less heralded players. 

It was Best who gave United a 1-0 win in 
the first leg at Old Trafford, but Madrid raced 
into a 3-2 aggregate lead by half-time of the 
return leg in Spain thanks to goals from Pirri, 
Francisco Gento and Amancio Amaro. 

Los Blancos looked set for yet another final 
but, with time running out, United centre-back 





believe it either!” 
CSKA stun Cruyff’s 
Dream Team in 1992 
Below left Benfica vs 
Real Madrid in 1962: 
not as dark as it looks 








David Sadler prodded in a flick-on from Best to 
level the scores and silence the Bernabeu 
crowd. Fellow defender Bill Foulkes then swept 
home a cross - Best again - to complete 

a dramatic turnaround and put United into 
the final. It was one of only nine goals Foulkes 
scored in 688 matches for the club. 

“Nobody would have picked me and Bill,” 
Sadler recently said of the pair’s goalscoring 
heroics. “Charlton and Bestie, maybe, but if 
you’d got the two of us in the sweepstakes 
you’d have been disappointed!” Not for long. 


BASEL 6 CLUB BRUGGE 4 


One Swiss paper later called this match 

“90 minutes of lawless football”. After less 
than half an hour, the hosts were trailing the 
Belgians 2-1 (4-2 on aggregate), but only six 
minutes later Basel led 3-2 and needed one 
more goal to go through to the quarter-finals. 
When the referee awarded Brugge a dubious 
penalty two minutes after the restart, bottles 
rained onto the pitch. Legendary Belgian striker 
Raoul Lambert tied things from the spot, but 
Basel’s German striker Ottmar Hitzfeld restored 
the lead. Lambert equalised again - but it didn’t 
dampen Swiss enthusiasm. Hitzfeld made it 
5-4 and then, just three minutes from time, 
sent Basel into the next round with a shot on 
the turn. Grinning like a Cheshire cat, midfielder 
Karl Odermatt said: “This was like the carnival!” 
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“Forget this fella, lads, 
‘Te ye spotted David 
"Sadler over there” 


efi 


OCTOBER 11, 1988 
WERDER BREMEN 9 
DYNAMO BERLIN 0 


Games between sides from the two Germanies 
were always high-profile, not to mention 
emotionally and politically charged - even 
more so when Dynamo Berlin were involved, 
as they were seen as the club representing the 
East German regime (supported by Erich 
Mielke, head of the secret police). The first leg 
was a disaster for Bremen: Dynamo won 3-0 
and their fans chanted, “We are the champions 
of Germany”. In the return leg, however, 
Werder played like men possessed. A penalty, 
a spectacular volley from 20 yards and an 
opportunist Karl-Heinz Riedle strike erased 

the 3-0 deficit after 62 minutes. A flying 
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MOST APPEARANCES 


Barcelona legend Xavi moved onto a record 151 appearances when he came 
s a 78th-minute substitute in last season’s final. Porto keeper Iker Casillas 
(150) will have the chance to overtake him in this season’s group stage. 





| Werder Bremen’s & 
Burgsmuller flies in to 
send Dynamo packing 


Manfred Burgsmuller header, 10 minutes from 
time, then made it 4-0. As the East Germans 
mounted desperate attacks, looking for the 
away goal that would have seen them 
through, Thomas Schaaf hit them on the 
break for the fifth goal of an electric night. 


NOVEMBER 4, 1992 
BARCELONA 2 CSKA MOSCOW 3 


Almost 23 years later, it’s still hard to get to 
grips with this night. Barcelona were the 
holders. This was the original dream team 
masterminded by Johan Cruyff; the side of 
Ronald Koeman, Hristo Stoichkov, Michael 
Laudrup and Pep Guardiola. They came away 
from Moscow with a valuable 1-1 draw and 
then took a 2-0 lead at home in the first 
half-hour through a well-placed Miguel Angel 
Nadal header and a Txiki Begiristain solo run. 
And yet Barca didn’t survive this second-round 
tie against a Russian team that went on to 
lose 6-0 in Marseille. How? Well, the Catalans 
failed to finish off the opposition (and had a 
penalty appeal turned down), and Yevgeni 
Bushmanov pulled one back out of the blue 


seconds before half-time. Then, on 57 minutes, 


an unmarked Denis Mashkarin headed home 
from a corner. Now the hosts needed a goal, 
and surged forward. Suddenly they were 
outnumbered at the back, and Dmitri Korsakov 
put the finishing touch on one of the great 


| shock results with a cheeky backheeler. » 
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We) Nae 





BUT OID YOU WIN 


Very few men have had the tekkers 





and the tactics to conquer Europe as 
player and gaffer. Just six, in fact 


AS A PLAYER 
1956, ’57, ’58 (with Real Madrid) 
AS A MANAGER 
1960, ’66 (with Real Madrid) 





GIOVANNI TRAPATIONI 


AS A PLAYER 
1963, ’69 (with Milan) 
AS A MANAGER 
1985 (with Juventus) 


JOHAN CRUYFF 


AS A PLAYER 
1971, ’72, ’73 (with Ajax) 
AS A MANAGER 
1992 (with Barcelona) 


CARLO ANCELOTTI 





PWG Nd 
1989, 90 (with Milan) 
AS A MANAGER 
2003, ’07 (with Milan) 
2014 (with Real Madrid) 


FRANK RIJKAARD 





AS A PLAYER 
1989, 90 (with Milan) 
1995 (with Ajax) 
AS A MANAGER 
2006 (with Barcelona) 


PEP GUARDIOLA 





AS A PLAYER 
1992 (with Barcelona) 
AS A MANAGER 
2009, ’11 (with Barcelona) 
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LOSE OR 
DRAW 


YOU'VE ALWAYS GOT POINTS IN 
THE BAG WITH GORDON 











SUAReR ARES 





Gordon is the new reward card from Lucozade Powerleague. 
Gordon can get you stuff. New kit. Free drinks. TVs the size 
of a barn door. That kind of stuff. So make sure you swipe 
in with Gordon before each game. 





Get down to a venue near you. 


powerleague.co.uk/bigG 
Terms and conditions apply 





_ 
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from Daum’s 


Leeds benefit | 





THE ULTIMATE SELECTION HEADACHE 


Christoph Daum is a colourful character, and 
he presided over one of the European Cup’s 
grandest cock-ups. After beating Leeds 3-0 at 
home in the 92-93 competition, the Stuttgart 
gaffer lost concentration and illegally fielded 
a fourth foreign player in the second leg at 
Elland Road. UEFA awarded the Yorkshiremen 
a 3-0 win, meaning Stuttgart’s away goal 
triumph was overturned and a replay required 
- at Camp Nou of all places. In front of 

just 7,400 fans, Leeds prevailed 2-1. Daum 
was dubbed ‘Christoph Dumb’ by a gloating 
British press, and sacked soon afterwards. 


JIMMY EARNS A DAY OFF 


“T ain’t getting on no plane, fool!” Celtic winger 
Jimmy Johnstone (right) almost certainly 
didn’t say that to manager Jock Stein in 
November 1968, but he did have a flying 
phobia. Johnstone struck a deal with his boss 
ahead of their fixture with Red Star Belgrade: if 
they won by a hatful, Jinky could skip the away 
trip. Terror proved to be rocket fuel: he scored 
twice and set up two more, powering the Scots 
to a 5-1 victory and avoiding a white-knuckle 
ride to Yugoslavia in the process. 


OLD LADY HUMILIATED BY BUTT 


Everybody loves a goalscoring keeper, and in 
the Champions League, Hans-Jorg Butt is the 
daddy. The 6ft 3in son of Saxony has bagged 
a remarkable 32 career strikes, including three 
in Europe - all of them penalties; all against 
Juve. He outwitted Edwin van der Sar while 
playing for Hamburg during a crazy 4-4 
draw in September 2000, slotted 
home against the Old Lady again 
in a 3-1 win with Leverkusen in 
2002-03, and converted a crucial 
spot-kick for Bayern Munich in the 
final group game in 2009-10. Nice. 


Jus 





DOGK-UPS, 





ALEPERS 
AND 
SANDWICH 
DANS 


The barmiest moments in the 
history of the European Cup 
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BG in the batt 
the goalkee 


Madjer strikes 
blow for sarnies 


NO MEDALS FOR MEDDLERS 


Back in the early days of the European Cup, 
the rules were not clearly understood by all. 
In a blatant show of xenophobia, the English 
FA appealed to UEFA in 1959 to demand that 
only British referees should be used from the 
quarter-finals onward, while the Dutch, clearly 
not getting the point, asked if they could enter 
the Oranje national side. UEFA slapped them 
both down and in 1997 had to do the same to 
Juventus, when they suggested a final round 
played over a week in one country. Meddlers! 


BARCELONA RULE THE EAST AND THE WEST 


German unification was a joyful experience for 
its citizens after decades of division, but it posed 
a problem for UEFA rule-makers - who got into 
the 1991-92 European Cup? For one season 
only, Germany were permitted two entrants: 
Kaiserlautern from the Bundesliga, and Hansa 
Rostock from the eastern state that no longer 
existed. Both got bashed by Barcelona. 
Elsewhere that season, Red Star Belgrade’s 
chances of retaining the trophy were nobbled 
by the war in Yugoslavia, which meant they 
couldn’t play any home games. 


MADJER SHOWS HE'S HUNGRY FOR GOALS 


One of the European Cup’s greatest moments 
almost didn’t happen - because of a sandwich. 
In 1987 ravenous Porto forward Rabah Madjer, 


i 
W desperate to procure a snack, was caught 


sneaking out of camp by his assistant coach. 
The club wanted to sack the majestic Algerian 
schemer, but fans protested. Madjer repaid 
their faith with an ice-cold finish in the final 
against Bayern Munich - and he set up the 
winner. Cheese and pickle all round! « 


Tanaka 


pers § 





AY IN THIS YEAR'S COMPETITION 
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wy Butt beats Buffon 
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Ivan Rakitic won’t admit it, but it’s hard 

not to feel like the Swiss-born Croatian 
made his first season in a Barcelona shirt 
look easy. In fact, he’s quick to quash the idea 
when FourFourTwo pulls up a pew with him at 
Barcga’s Sant Joan Despi training ground on 

a sticky August afternoon, despite now having 
La Liga, Copa del Rey and Champions League 
winner’s medals sat on his mantelpiece. 

Then again, Rakitic has a knack of adapting 
seamlessly to new surroundings. This is, after 
all, a player who can speak no fewer than six 
languages and has progressed steadily up 
European football’s ladder via Basel, Schalke 
and Sevilla (where he won the Europa League 
and became only the second foreign player 
to captain the side since Diego Maradona), 
then slotted into the world’s most demanding 
midfield to help ease the departure of a club 
icon. There’s so much to be impressed by - 
and yet surely much more to come. 

Not that the 27-year-old feels the strain. 
There are no airs and graces about Rakitic, 
who is almost disconcertingly relaxed about 
his role in such a high-pressure environment. 
“T don’t want to say I enjoy my ‘job’ because 
it’s the thing that I like to do,” he says in 


near-perfect English, smiling. “You have to | = — : z 
say ‘I’m here and I like to be here’.” in “he final lll Pe 1c 

To cap it all off he’s a thoroughly nice chap, 
which quickly becomes apparent as we discuss n Wood oS} -Vatel 
life under Luis Enrique, what it’s really like W d 5 soe} 
playing behind the world’s best front three and are a ile ad 
why this is Barga’s year to make more history. | 










Last season could barely have gone much 
better for you, and that was your first at 
Barcelona. No pressure this year, then... 
Yes, it was a really unbelievable year. When 

T arrived I had no idea what would happen, 
but to win all three of those titles [La Liga, 
Champions League and Copa del Rey] in one 
season for only the second time in the club’s 
history was something special. Winning the 
Europa League [with Sevilla] was already 
special but to then get the Champions League 
and become the first player to win both 
consecutively [with two different clubs] 

made me really happy. Now I have even more 
motivation to take more titles this year. 


What was it like scoring in the Champions 
League final? Do you remember it clearly? 
Of course! It’s something Ill remember all my 
life, whatever else happens. It was a special » 


Interview Joe Brewin 


CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 


4 


moment, but the most important thing was 

to help the team, like in any other game. 

The most important goal is always the first one 
- the one that gives you the lead - so I was 
particularly happy to be the one who scored it. 


How did you celebrate after the game? 

With my family in the hotel. My wife, my 
daughter, my parents and my sister were all 
with me in Berlin. After the game everybody at 
the club got together to have a special dinner 
to celebrate, and we all had our families and 
friends with us. It was a special evening. 


How much contact have you had since then 
with your Croatian team-mate Luka Modric, 
of club rivals Real Madrid? Be honest: 

was he secretly pleased for you? 

Yes [laughs]. Thankfully we are really good 
friends and don’t always have to speak about 
football! Often it’s just about family or what’s 
happening with our national team. The year 
before I was happy for Luka because he won it 
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“I was happy for Luka 
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[Modric] when he won 


it, now he's happy for me - but not the club!” 


with Real Madrid, and now he’s happy for me... _| 
not the club! It’s been the same for both of us. 
In Croatia we’ve had three winners in the last 
three years: first it was Mario Mandzukic [with 
Bayern Munich], then it was Luka and now it’s 
my turn. We aren’t a massive country, so for 

so many of us to win it like that is special. 


Barca made winning the Champions League 
look almost easy. Did it ever feel that way? 
I can tell you it wasn’t easy! I can understand 
that our system is a little bit different and 
might make things look easy for us, but it 

was really hard work, especially in the final, 
where Juventus had a great team and 

made it difficult for us. We had to beat Ajax - 











champions of the Netherlands; Manchester 
City - champions of England; Bayern Munich - 
champions of Germany; PSG - champions of 
France; then Juventus - champions of Italy. 

It is called the Champions League, after all! 


Everyone is obsessed with the triumvirate 


| of Lionel Messi, Neymar and Luis Suarez. 
| What is it really like to play behind them? 


It’s not always so easy because you have to 


| play differently with each player. They are the 


best players in the world, and among the best 
in the history of football, but they have 
different qualities so it’s not always so easy. 
The most important thing is that when we all 
get together, we make one strong team; if we 



























































have to defend, we defend together, and we 
attack together too. But when those three 
guys have the ball one-on-one, they’re killers. 


What’s Messi like around the dressing room 
in general? How would you respond to 
those who say he has too much 
influence on the team? qt 
To speak about Leo is... [pauses] ie 
well, it’s difficult to find the words! 
You’re talking about the greatest player in 

the history of our sport. You have to enjoy 
being on the pitch with Leo, and if you can 
also help him be a little bit better, that’s 
perfect. We all want to work together to win 
more titles. Does he have too much influence? 
Look, there are a lot of good players, and 

a lot of great players, but there’s only one 

Leo Messi. You have to be careful with him, 
because every team in the world would like 

to have him. We have to take care of him 

and make sure he’s happy, because if he’s 
happy then he'll be even better on the pitch. 





Scoring the home leg’s 
, only goal to knock out | = 


Be Man City in the Lost 16 


ei — 


What is Luis Enrique like as a manager? 
He’s a perfectionist. He’s always looking at the 
finer details, and nothing is left to chance. 
That’s not something he is ever willing to do. 
He has a team of analysts who prepare videos 
so we know everything about our opponents. 


What about when he’s angry? 

When he’s angry? [Pauses to choose his words 
carefully] He’s... strong! But that’s what you 
expect - we have a great team and he just 
wants to be sure he has it in the best shape. 


You joined Barcelona for Xavi’s final season. 
Did you feel any pressure to ‘replace’ him? 
No, no pressure. I wanted to enjoy playing 
with Xavi, but not only that: to enjoy spending 
time with him; to be with him on the pitch 
and in the dressing room in all those great 
moments. He’s maybe the biggest player 

in this position, so to work with him was 
amazing. I can only give him one thousand 
thanks for everything because it was 
important to have him here. 


You could have joined Chelsea from Basel 
at the age of 16. Why didn’t you go? 
Because I wanted to stay at home. I had 

qd really special relationship with the president 
of Basel. It was much better for me to do 
pre-season with the first team there and then 
work my way gradually to the top, step by 
step. For me, that was the right way to 
progress. There was another guy in my 
situation, Jonas Elmer, who moved from 
Zurich to Chelsea at the age of 17. He ended 
up playing in the second division in 
Switzerland. Maybe that could have been 

me. I don’t want to say it’s always better 

to stay where you are in that situation, 

but my decision was to stay at home 

with my family and it worked well for me. 


You’ve played in Switzerland, Germany 
and Spain, but would you ever consider 
playing in England? Do you watch the 
Premier League much? 

Of course, I like it very much. A lot of 
my friends are playing in the Premier 
League; it’s a different style of 
football and I always enjoy playing in 
Europe against English teams. 
Maybe one day I can play 
there, too. I like a lot of the 











teams in the Premier League, but I don’t really 
have one particular favourite - there are 

many big clubs in England. I like the way they 
play, how every game is always intense and 
how everybody lives for football. You can have 
a game like Crystal Palace vs Stoke where both 
teams are strong, powerful, fully committed 
and the crowd are fully behind their team 

with great passion. That’s great to see. 


Why do you think the Champions League 

is so hard for a team to retain? 

Teams play differently against the winners. 
The season after winning the competition is 
always different because the other teams are 
more prepared; a little bit more defensive, 
maybe. You have to work much harder than 
the year before to get the same title. We want, 
of course, to be the first team to win it twice in 
a row [since the Champions League reboot 

in 1992]. We have great players, a great coach 
- everything is in place for us to be strong 
again. We want to win it again, to relive those 
moments in Berlin. That is what we live for. 


Your old club, Sevilla, have made it into the 
Champions League this year. What can we 
expect from them? Possible dark horses? 

I think they’ll be really strong, because they’ve 
signed five or six really good players - Steven 
N’Zonzi from Stoke, for example. They have 

a great coach and everyone at the club is 
completely dedicated to the cause; they live 
like the next game is the last game of their 
life. This will certainly be a big year for them. 


Sevilla lose their best players every season, 
yet still do well in Europe and the league. 
How is that possible? 

It’s difficult to explain. To win the Europa 
League for the second time in two years, after 
doing the same in 2006 and 2007, is amazing. 
The club is passionate about that tournament, 
and they have a superb record in it. The day I 
signed there, the president said to me: “I want 
this one the most. Only this one.” People are 
really crazy about it. But now they are in the 
Champions League, and it will be difficult for 
whoever they play against this year. 


If you could pick a dream Champions League 
final for this season, which team would 
Barcelona be playing at the San Siro? 


| Sevilla, I hope! 
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PIRLO, TEVEZ AND VIDAL ALL GONE 


__ _ 


Juventus have seen three stars leave since reaching 
the final last season - here's how they go one better 














Words Greg Lea 


PLAY PAUL POGBA 
FURTHER FORWARD 


Despite speculation linking him with a move 
away this summer, Paul Pogba remains at 
Juventus and has been handed the club’s 
iconic No.10 shirt for 2015-16, previously worn 
by Carlos Tevez, Alessandro Del Piero and his 
countryman Michel Platini. The jersey switch 
could be merely symbolic, but it’d make perfect 
sense for Max Allegri to push the Frenchman 
forward and use him in the position usually 
associated with his new number. For all of 
Andrea Pirlo’s excellence, the setup that saw 
him deployed in front of the backline only 
really worked when he had legs and lung 
power around him - a function performed 
brilliantly by fiery pitbull Gennaro Gattuso at 
Milan, before Antonio Conte and Allegri both 
fielded Pogba close to Pirlo at Juventus to 
prevent the suave veteran from being overrun. 
Now that Pirlo has departed, Juve can afford 
to deploy Pogba higher up the pitch, where his 
flair and creativity is most likely to do damage. 
SPREAD THE STRIKERS’ 
GOAL BURDEN 

Tevez was outstanding throughout his two 
years in Turin, bringing fantastic natural 
ability to Juventus’ forward line and 
leadership and experiance to the team as 
a whole. Mario Mandzukic may lack the 
Argentine’s overall quality but the 
former Atletico Madrid man is capable 
of matching Tevez’s work ethic and 
off-the-ball running. Paulo Dybala and 
Simone Zaza are the striking arrivals 
that have excited Bianconeri fans most, 
however, with the two youngsters set to 
offer a touch more zest and improvisation 
to the Juve attack. With Alvaro Morata also 

at his disposal, Allegri must work out a way to 
keep all of his forwards happy. It is unlikely 
that one player will be able to match Tevez’s 
goal haul - 49 in all competitions in two 
seasons at the club - but the current crop of 
strikers should be able to share the load and 
ensure Juventus are not lacking in firepower. 


KEEP SAMI KHEDIRA FIT 
Easier said than done, perhaps, given the 
World Cup-winner’s recent injury record, but 
a fully-fit Sami Khedira would bring so much to 
this Juve side. Signed on a free transfer from 
Real Madrid, the 28-year-old will be a superb 
addition as long as he is able to spend more 
time on the pitch than on the treatment table. 
The versatile Khedira can perform a number of 
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duties in the engine room, having been used 
as a destroyer, a deep-lying playmaker and 


a box-to-box midfielder throughout his career. 


It is in that latter role that he has excelled 
most, with the German’s blend of energy, 
power and technical prowess making him 

a worthy replacement for Arturo Vidal. 

A hamstring strain picked up in pre-season 
means Khedira will miss the first two months 
of the campaign; ensuring the two-time 
league champion stays fit thereafter is vital to 
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STAY FLEXIBLE 


One of Juve’s major strengths 
last term was their 
tactical flexibility, 
with Allegri 


oh 




















regularly switching between a 3-5-2 and 
4-3-1-2 depending on the circumstances 
and opponent in front of him. Continuing in 
such a vein this time around will help the 
Old Lady recover from this summer’s 
high-profile departures and ensure they 
remain unpredictable to play against. 

As well as last season’s trusted formations, 
a 4-3-3 could be trialled, with Dybala and 
exciting teenager Kingsley Coman starting 
out wide and moving infield, or with Kwadwo 
Asamoah assuming a more advanced position 

on the left. With Pirlo, Vidal and Tevez 
eons on, this could be the perfect 

— opportunity for Allegri 
SS to evolve the 


_ team further. 
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Interview Felipe Rocha 
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“We weren't good 
enough last season 

- you can't afford to 
make mistakes in the 
Champions League 


Willian 
Chelsea 


Now you’ve won the Premier League, 

is winning the Champions League the 
logical next step, on a personal level? 

No doubt about it! Winning the Champions 
League is something that changes a 
footballer’s career. Getting my hands on 

the Premier League trophy was one of my 
dreams, and I got it. My other dream is to be 
a Champions League winner, and I want to 
achieve it this season. 


What would it mean for you to win 

the Champions League, having played 

in it for so many years with Shakhtar 
Donetsk and Chelsea? 

This is my dream. The Champions League is 
the most difficult competition in the world 
because it involves the best clubs and players 
you will ever see. So it’s no surprise that 
winning it is a dream for every footballer. 


What memories do you have of the first 
game you played in the Champions League? 
Were you nervous? 

It was Shakhtar vs Milan in Donetsk in 2007; 

I came off the bench in the second half. I was 
only 19 years old, and I guess it’s normal to 
have butterflies in your stomach when you 
are in these situations. Playing a Champions 
League game is something different. It is 

a great feeling; you get nervous but excited 
at the same time. You listen to the anthem... 
it’s just special! 


What’s it like playing at Stamford Bridge 
on a big European night? 

IT always feel very comfortable 
playing at Stamford Bridge. 
No matter if it’s a friendly wor 

a Champions League game, 
the atmosphere is brilliant 
and supporters play their part 
in the match. The crowd is close 
to the pitch, which increases the 
pressure on our opponents. 

The dimensions of the pitch aren’t 
huge, which is helpful as we are 
more used to it than the away team. 






What about away from home? 

Which stadium has the 

best atmosphere? 

I remember playing for Shakhtar 
against Barcelona at Camp Nou. 
It was packed with more than 90,000 
fans. That was impressive for me. 

It is such an incredible stadium and 
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atmosphere to play football in. It was 

a quarter-final match, my first one [in 2011]. 
Even though we lost quite badly in that game 
[5-1], I won’t forget those moments. 


Chelsea were surprisingly beaten by 

Paris Saint-Germain in last season’s 
Champions League. What went wrong? 
We weren’t good enough, it’s as simple as 
that. We fought hard and gave our best, but 
we still didn’t play that well. PSG felt at home 
at Stamford Bridge and that just shouldn’t 
have happened. We should have put more 
pressure on them, kept possession and 
controlled the pace of the game. We didn’t - 
instead, they were in control. Despite that, 
we still managed to be leading twice in the 
tie, but unfortunately we let them find the 
equaliser. This is in the past now. We must 
focus on the new campaign and work hard 
in order to have a great season. 


How is your relationship with Jose 
Mourinho? A lot of people say he favours 
you because of your work rate — has he 
ever mentioned this to you? 

No, he never mentioned that to me. We have 
a great relationship, I must say. I certainly 
have nothing to complain about! He has 
always respected me, and I truly respect 
him. It is a professional relationship of two 
guys with the same goal: working hard 
and winning trophies. 


Do you feel you have less freedom to attack 

than in other teams you’ve played in? 

Do you mind that? 

I know I’ve got my tactical responsibilities at 

Chelsea - I must close spaces and help with 

marking. But I don’t really mind doing it. 

») This is something you must do in 

» modern football. Every single player 
has his defensive role to play. 

. Talso have freedom to attack 

and I try to give my 

contribution offensively. 


What makes the 

Champions League 

so difficult to win? 

It’s the fact the competition is 
being played by the best clubs 
in the world. You have the best 


course the best footballers are 
involved, too. Jn such a difficult 
scenario, small details can make 


teams from many countries and of 


a big difference. It is different from a league, 
where the most consistent team will almost 
certainly be the champion. In the Champions 
League, you have the knockout stages and 
one bad night can mean you’re out of the 
tournament. It is the most focused team, 
the one capable of avoiding silly mistakes, 
that has the best chance of glory. 
































What do Chelsea have to do 
differently in the Champions 
League this season? 

Based on the quality we have 
in our squad — not just the 
first team; if you look at 

the individual players - 

IT have no doubt we can be 
champions. We must work 
hard and maintain our 
concentration at the highest 
level possible throughout the 
competition. We cannot afford 
to make silly mistakes. We just 
have to play our football and 
believe in our potential. 


Which teams do you think will be 
your biggest rivals for the trophy? 
Are there any dark horses? 

There are several teams that could 

be potential winners this season. 

Real Madrid, Barcelona and Bayern 
Munich are always there and always 
the favourites. Facing those teams is 
difficult, naturally, but we are prepared 
to face any opponent. In such a difficult 
competition, you can’t choose your 
opposition. I don’t think there are dark horses | 
- you have to have the same respect for every 

single club that reaches the group stage of 

such a top-level tournament. 


“PSG felt at home at the 
Bridge. That shouldnt 
happen. We shouldve 
put pressure on them” 
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YES 
Cedric Rouquette, Slate.fr 


If PSG want to be successful in the 
Champions League in 2015-16, they 
need to be able to win their league 
games more easily to save energy and 
build up intensity before the crucial 
European games. In the first half of 
last season - in both Ligue 1 and the 
Champions League group phase - 
they dropped a lot of points because, 
as David Luiz put it, they were “letting 
opponents think they had a chance”. 

In order to do this, PSG need 
to add two things to their game. 
The first is moving the ball more quickly 
in midfield. Both Laurent Blanc and 
the players know it, and this is what 
they plan to focus on this season. 
Di Maria is just the man to help them 
accelerate their passing game. 


a 
Emirates 


The other thing PSG need to do is 
improve their ratio of chances created 
to goals scored. This will, naturally, 
be largely down to forwards Edinson 
Cavani and Zlatan Ibrahimovic, but 
Di Maria will play his part, too. The 
Argentine’s arrival will probably mean 
his compatriot Ezequiel Lavezzi is out 
of the team. Lavezzi embodies PSG’s 
profligacy, missing clear-cut chances 
or over-hitting the final pass. 

Di Maria also has the kind of tactical 
flexibility Blanc has been crying out 
for. If the manager wanted, he could 
change his 4-3-3 system to a 4-4-2 
or 4-2-3-1. If Di Maria can repeat his 
Real Madrid form - he was man of the 
match in the 2014 final, remember - 
he will be the perfect recruit for PSG. 
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Chris Peilow, BelnSports France 


PSG’s Champions League elimination 
last season taught us they are not 
capable of coping when a small core 
of players are missing. PSG were 
unable to sustain any sort of grip on 
their matches against Barga, when the 
likes of Ibrahimovic, Marco Verratti 
and Thiago Silva were unavailable. 

Di Maria’s signing is unquestionably 
an attempt to resolve that issue, but 
his arrival alone won’t vastly improve 
PSG’s lack of depth. PSG are still, and 
always will be, Ibra-dependent so long 
as the Swede is at the club. He is an 
unquestionable leader both on and off 
the pitch, but his presence can pose 
a problem even to PSG’s best players. 

Zlatan starts down the middle, 
which means Cavani is pushed out 


a 


a 
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to the left, which can reduce the 
amount of space mercurial No.10 
Javier Pastore has to operate in 
centrally. Di Maria should feature on 
the right of a three-man attack, but it 
is a role he’ll be expected to stick to 
rigidly. And he will be in the shadow of 
Ibrahimovic, so he may struggle to 
make the most of his versatility. 

Blanc has so far proved incapable of 
tearing away from his preferred 4-3-3 
formation, and while Real Madrid’s 
Champions League triumph was partly 
down to a tactical reshuffle which 
saw Di Maria deployed in the middle, 
the signs are the Frenchman won't 
budge - regardless of the opposition, 
regardless of the absentees and 
regardless of the new €63m signing. 
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‘Lowe Pep a lot. Every 
day 1s important to 
him - it gives him an 
opportunity to teach 
us something new" 


to get on the pitch, but it was such an honour 
to be around at a great time. That Barcelona 
team had some fantastic players and it was 
the perfect place to learn. I understood how 
hard you have to work to win football’s 
trophies. They were great people, too. 


What were the celebrations like? 
[Laughs] We tried to celebrate in the best 
way possible. Everybody was there - family, 
friends, team-mates - and the atmosphere 
was incredible. It was a great night, but 

I didn’t stay out too late. It was held in the 
Natural History Museum in London, which 
was special. It was unique. 








Thiago 
Bayern Munich 


What are your hopes for the season? 
Personally speaking, I want to win trophies 
but also have an injury-free season. I’m at the 
point now where I’ve spent a long time out of 
the team, but I feel 100 per cent fit to have 
my best Bayern season yet. 


Describe Pep Guardiola as a coach. 

He has amazingly clear ideas and, crucially, can 
transmit these to the players in an easy way. 
He’s in love with football and wants to improve 
anything he touches. Every day is important 

to him because it gives him an opportunity to 
teach us something new. His passion for the 
game is hugely motivating. He’s a great coach. 


How difficult has it been to recover from - 
those knee injuries? 

It’s certainly tough; it’s the same for any 

footballer who isn’t playing. The time you 


_ The bestis yetto | oh % 

" come, says Thiago | | 
spend injured is when you feel at your worst. When he signed you, he told the Bayern 
It’s completely different to any other feeling AA Wh B | th board he wanted “Thiago or no one”. 
you get as a footballer. ‘Frustrated’ isn’t eT] dIrce Old Worn, e How much confidence did that give you? 
necessarily the word, because these things It was a great boost because it shows the 


happen in football. What I would say is that 20 1 1 Champions League, trust he, as well as the club, has in me. 


I want to play football, like anyone else. I can’t T owe him a lot. I really like it here. 


wait to get back to playing and enjoying every We celebrated at Londo ns 


game with my team-mates. You’ve played with Xavi and Xabi Alonso 


Natural History Museum’ at club level. Some role-models! 


I’ve been very lucky and it’s not just those two, 





What would represent a good season? 






















joining ci new club, so it’s great to be 

involved. People in Bavaria are very driven, 

so it’s funny to see them acting almost like 
children when Oktoberfest comes around! 


“In with 


like it - but the Champions League is as good 

as it gets for your club. The league is obviously | How important was it, mentally, 

important, but there’s something special to win the return leg 3-2? 

about European football. It’s beautiful. I think that’s overstated. It doesn’t matter 
whether you’re playing Barcelona in the 

What was your return to Barcelona like last | semi-finals of the Champions League or 

season, losing 3-0 in the semi-final first leg? | a league match - you’re playing to win. 

It was an unforgettable moment returning to We always want to win. That won’t change. 


A good season? Well, Bayern have an but Sergio Busquets, Andres Iniesta... they’ve 
incredible history for success, which we want been the reference point for both their clubs 
to replicate. We also want to play attractive Alaba. We struggled in the first 15 minutes, and their country. I feel like I’ve improved as 
football. If we do that, then the trophies will but improved thereafter, until Lionel Messi a player every day I’ve spent with them. 
come, and we’d consider that a good season. scored two fantastic goals. 
What’s the best advice they’ve given you? 

That includes the Champions League, yes? How strange was it coming up against Enjoy yourself. There’s no other way to 
It’s the ultimate competition for clubs who your younger brother, Rafinha? | experience being a footballer. I’ve always 
excelled in the previous campaign. You have I wouldn’t say strange. I’d say... different. loved sport in general and want to keep doing 
the best teams from the most important It was the first time it had happened to us. so — I always play with a smile on my face. 
leagues in Europe. Testing yourself against the | There were mixed emotions for me because | When you're losing you get angry, of course, 
best the continent has to offer is a great of the result. Ultimately, you’re playing but I love football. Playing every day, sharing 
pleasure. Walking out to the Champions a football match, so you’re solely focuss victories and defeats with your team-mates, 
League anthem is always an emotional on that, but afterwards it was nice to be is immensely rewarding. Football is all about 
moment. At that point, so much is going back on the Camp Nou pitch with my bre moments and you’ve got to enjoy each one as 
through your mind: the concentration, the it comes. Reflect on them only when you retire. Si 
noise in the ground... You’re ready for a test. Your dad [1994 World Cup winner Mazinho] ' 

must have suffered a bit in that game! : Ww is Oktoberfest is nearly upon us. Looking 
Is it a different sensation to playing Do you think so? I don’t know. To be honest, fh | forward to dressing up again this year? 
in a league game? he was the biggest winner from that aoe [Laughs] It’s a great tradition and something 
Definitely. The World Cup is the biggest match, because whoever won, he’d have ___ | I look forward to. Getting to know the culture 
competition there is - there’s nothing quite ason in the Champions League final! “ of where: you live is an important part of 








| What’s the weirdest fan request you’ve had? 
Probably they latest one, actually. This girl 
came to the training ground with a load of 






© Camp Nou, but it obviously didn’t turn out as Bayern tattoos and asked me to sign her 
- we’d hoped - we had arrived with a great You were an unused substitute in the —< § forearm with a permanent marker. I said: 
‘ desire to win. It’s not an excuse, especially in 2011 final with Barcelona at Wembley. Py — ‘Yeah, no problem.’ Then, a few days later, 
= the last four of the tournament, but we were What was that experience like? . | she tweeted me a picture of the newly 

2 missing quite a few players through injury, like | Iwas still very young [20] and had a lot of “4. tattooed autograph on her arm! It’s crazy, 


[Franck] Ribery, [Arjen] Robben and [David] players in front of me, so I knew I was uj but it shows the support we have here. = 
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Today’s footballers are so adept at straight-batting journalists’ questions, 
they’re often... well, boring. Why are players scared to speak their mind, and 
is the press to blame? FourFourTwo takes a crash course in keeping shtum 


Words Sam Rowe Illustrations Dale Edwin Murray 


huffling uncomfortably in our seat, FFT 
feels beads of high-definition sweat trickle 
down our brow. Staring down a blinking 
camera lens like a terrified prisoner of war, 
we babble incomprehensibly for what feels 
like an hour, muttering stock phrases such 
as ‘the gaffer’, ‘to be fair’ and ‘at the end 
of the day’. This morning your correspondent 
was a journalist; now, fielding questions in 
a mock press conference to learn first-hand 
the nature of a modern footballer’s media 
training, he is a 17-year-old prodigy tipped for 
big things. But while our (fictional) left peg 
could rival that of Lionel Messi, it seems that 
our interview skills are more non-league 
than Champions League. 

Where once we might mock the absence of 
personality in certain footballers’ interviews - 
the dead-eyed stare, the refusal to engage in 
a proper conversation about the game, the 
robotic insistence to circle each question back 
to working hard for the lads and getting 
three points on the board come Saturday - 
here we are, mumbling the very same clichés. 
“T just want to get my head down, play 
football and impress the manager,” we say, 
like an idiot. In a quest to prove how easy it is 
to evade the droid-like stock responses of 
footballers, we actually end up doing a rather 
convincing impression of a crap post-match 
interview. Our teacher agrees: “There’s no 
personality, no warmth,” he says. “You’re 


MEDIA TRAINING & 







talking like a footballer.” Then, just for good 
measure: “You look like an axe murderer.” 

The fact that we’re not actually 17 or blessed 
with fleet-footed ball mastery notwithstanding, 
clearly FFT shouldn’t give up the day job. 


Traditionally, media training was a handy 
tool used by football clubs to prepare their 
young starlets - vast in talent but short on 
communication skills - for the production line 
of interviews that would soon accompany 
their career. A few years back, a hilariously 
awkward clip of Manchester United’s fabled 
‘Class of ’92’ went viral, with the cherubic faces 
of G-Nev, Scholesy, Becks & Co. giggling their 
way through a reporter’s imaginary line of 
questioning. And yet, embarrassing though it 
was, whether as a direct result of this ancient 
training day or something deeper within 
themselves, after enjoying glittering on-pitch 
careers Gary Neville would become a stellar, 
smooth-talking analyst for Sky Sports and 
Paul Scholes a pundit for BT Sport (though 

a little less slick, admittedly). We will never 
know what became of the media-shy 
wallflower David Beckham. 

Often chaired by weather-beaten old 
journos or former PR folk, such training was 
generally viewed as the proverbial scout badge 
in a young pro’s development; a simple 
box-ticking exercise, and not one taken all 
too seriously. “When I did it with clubs, it was 
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with youth-team players as part of their 
academy programme,” one sports journalist 
reveals to FourFourTwo. “There was no money 
available to spend [on media training] even at 
Premier League level. On the day Spurs said 
they couldn’t afford my fee of £350, they signed 
[Sergei] Rebrov for £11 million! It summed up 
their approach to youth development.” 

Today, this slapdash approach to schooling 
young pros in the art of the interview is simply 
not viable; not letting something controversial 
slip while chattering into a Dictaphone is only 
half the battle. With 24-hour news, social 
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media and smartphone-wielding civilians all 
representing potential booby traps to the 
stars of today — not to mention the occasional 
self-destruction of footballers themselves 
(just look at Leicester’s summer tour to 
Thailand) - education is often comprehensive 
now, starting at academy level. 

“They taught us a lot about social media,” 
says Charlton’s 18-year-old scholar Regan 
Charles-Cook, articulate and engaging in his 
first ever interview. “Don’t react, think before 
you tweet, try to write in proper English’... they 
showed us examples of how it has backfired.” 





“You’ve got to watch what you say on 
there,” adds Karlan Ahearne-Grant, 17, who 
made his first-team debut for the Addicks 

last season. “You never know who’s watching, 
and abuse can get to your head, especially 

if you’re young.” 

With the likes of Twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram providing a tangible link between 
footballers and their fans (along with their 
critics, lest we forget) it’s easy to overlook the 
fact that this was all but impossible as recently 
as a decade ago. Before, if you were particularly 
overjoyed or distressed with the shift a player 
had put in on a Saturday afternoon, you would 
have to write a strongly-worded letter to the 
club, or perhaps that footballer’s fan club, or 
else stalk them outside the stadium and risk 
prosecution, to have even the slightest chance 
of letting them know how you felt. Now? 
Simply hammer down your concerns in 
140 characters or fewer, no matter how tender 
or scathing, and it’ll be accessible on their 
mobile phone in a nanosecond. 

With widespread trolling afoot, even the 
most senior of professional footballers can 
occasionally bite back. “I will put you asleep 
within 10 seconds,” barked England and 
Manchester United captain Wayne Rooney 
to a Liverpool-supporting detractor on 
Twitter in 2011. “Get ya mum in, plays the field 
well son! #s**t” offered Rio Ferdinand in 
September 2014, when a fan goaded him by 
suggesting his QPR side needed a new 
centre-back - a retort that landed the 
defender a three-match ban and £25,000 fine. 
When it comes to education of their young 
scholars, clubs ensure that social media is 
central to their teachings. 

“All our junior professionals are put through 
sessions where it’s explained to them that the 
fact they’re wearing the Arsenal badge makes 
them a public interest and, to a degree, 
public property,” says Mark Gonnella, 
communications director at Arsenal. “With 
that comes huge responsibility to stand up for 
the principles that Arsenal as a football club 
represent. It’s not just about managing the 
media; it’s about how they behave in public 
and on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter, as 
well as the press.” 

Of course, the latent risk of terrifying young 
players into submission can be that, at an age 
where their personality as well as ability is still 
very much in development, they don’t go on to 
have much of one. “Exhibit 1F: Wayne Rooney 
naming Sister Act 2 as one of his favourite 
films. Exhibit 1G: Mark Noble and Carl 
Jenkinson going fishing together,” wrote 
sports columnist Jonathan Liew in a Telegraph 
article last year. “When did footballers become 
quite this uncool?” 


It wasn’t always this way — the footballers 
of yore had charisma in spades. George 
Best’s rock ’n’ roll lifestyle saw him dubbed 
‘the fifth Beatle’, John Barnes was a rapper 
(albeit a slightly naff one) with a No.1 single 
to his name, the Crazy Gang were anarchists 
that would ignite anything even remotely 
flammable and Paul Gascoigne was 

a one-man comedy show, commandeering 





London buses, donning plastic breasts and 
stripping down to his birthday suit at the 
earliest opportunity, to the glee of supporters 
and reporters alike. Call it nostalgia, but there 
was a strong sense of fun in football back then. 
Players weren’t purely high-class athletes you 
adored from the stands or on Match of the Day; 
they were affable, personable, the everyman 
who you felt you could have a pint with. 

Then something happened. As the 
Premier League grew in stature, with it came 
wheelbarrows full of cash and altogether 
more ‘professional’ footballers. Gone was the 
customary mayhem of old, replaced 
by footballers that were brands with 
multi-million-pound endorsements, entourages 
as vast as their diet plans and a new, unhealthy 
skepticism of the outside world. Players and 
press were no longer brothers-in-arms but 
scorned lovers who would still see each other 
at parties and have idle chitchat, yet neither 
would enjoy the experience or come away 
with anything of merit. What went wrong? 

“I suppose everybody looks back with 
rose-tinted spectacles,” says Mark Whittle, 
head of media relations at the FA, who supply 
England seniors with a refresher in media 
training, “but the simple fact of the matter is 
that football is big business. It is extremely 
professional, and with that, brand and 
image is very important, certainly for clubs, 
players and agents. 

“In the case of the national team there’s 
a responsibility to set an example; to be the 
role model; to inspire people to emulate you by 
playing but also behaving in the same way.” 

The odd eccentric remains - Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic is a treasure trove of soundbites 
and Andrea Pirlo a hirsute, effortlessly cool 
throwback of a footballer, whereas Mario 
Balotelli continues to channel Paul Gascoigne 
in playing the lovable fool both off and on the 
pitch - but such characters are few and far 
between in today’s footballing landscape. 

The biggest irony of the modern game is 
that, in an age where players can share their 
innermost thoughts with the world via a few 
taps of an iPhone screen, they’re more faceless 
than ever before. Top players are far more 
likely to tweet about their latest sponsor than 
what’s going on inside their skull. At the time 
of writing, only one of the 10 most recent 
tweets on Wayne Rooney’s timeline is 
remotely personal: a good luck message to 
Rafael, prior to his transfer to Lyon. The rest is 
centred around a commercial or charity cause. 
Why? Because as we’re often told, footballers 
are role models to all ages, so when sticking 
your head above the parapet can risk abuse, 
upsetting your employer or even a ban from 
the FA, it’s little wonder most keep it #bland. 

The anaesthetic quality of some player 
interviews is not only hard-wired through 
risk-averse education, but years of 
reinforcement. “They watch a lot of sport as 
they’re growing up, see how other footballers 
do it and then copy it,” says Glenn Kinsey, 
owner of Pozitiv.com, a media coaching 
agency that strives to untrain clients and 
help them come off as themselves instead. 
“You’ve also got that overlay of not wanting 






































“You ve got to be wary of 
what you Say - you never 
know whos watching © 





to put a foot wrong or cock it up, but as 

a footballer they often learn from their idols, 
and if their idols are dull as dishwater, they’re 
probably going to follow suit.” 


But perhaps the media itself should 
shoulder some of the blame. Though we 
cry out for the next Paul Gascoigne, any 
behaviour that does step even the slightest 
bit outside of boring is usually splashed 
across a newspaper’s front page, not the back. 
Both Luis Suarez and Mario Balotelli (upon 
leaving Manchester City in 2013) cited the 
intrusion of the British tabloids as a factor in 
absconding from England, and the treatment 
of our homegrown stars is arguably even more 
savage. Arsenal’s Jack Wilshere found himself 
at the centre of a global news storm for daring 
to smoke a cigarette in 2013 (then again in 
2014, and once more in 2015 - a shisha pipe 
this time), with Raheem Sterling and Jack 
Grealish condemned for inhaling the legal high 
nitrous oxide earlier this year. In the case of 
Grealish, then just 19, his ill-fated attempt at 
a lads’ holiday in Tenerife went awry in June, 
with a now infamous snap of the Aston Villa 
midfielder taking a late-night siesta on 
the Spanish island leading to widespread 
criticism in the press, even though it took 
place during the close season. 

“There is certainly a case for saying 
[the press] have their cake and eat it,” says 


Gonnella. “Take Jack [Wilshere] as an example. 
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Footballers are criticised for not engaging 
with fans in the modern game, and then Jack 
grabs the microphone during the celebrations 
after the FA Cup final [the midfielder led the 
crowd in a chant that called rival club 
Tottenham ‘s**t’]. We understand why he 
ended up in hot water, but he made 

a connection with the fans, in the way the 

fans would like, and he’s criticised.” 

Granted, sympathy for individuals that are 
paid upwards of a million pounds a month, 
never pay for football boots in their lifetime 
and are able to buy plush houses before 
sitting their A-Levels is not always 
forthcoming, but there might be a valid 
argument to be had about the sheer volume of 
media commitments. During any given week, 
footballers and managers are duty-bound to 
attend press conferences and conduct 
pre- and post match interviews with all 
manner of broadcasters - many of which 
inevitably pose identical questions — not to 
mention the countless requests from national 
and local press, magazines, websites, bloggers 
and fans, and in-house media such as club 
websites, TV channels and the official match 
programme. Over the course of a long season, 
that vacant, dead-behind-the-eyes look 
actually starts to make a little sense. 

“The players aren’t in the business of selling 
newspapers or getting page views on 
websites; they want to give an honest opinion 
on what they love doing - playing football,” 
claims Whittle. Perhaps that’s worth 
consideration the next time ‘boring’ James 
Milner dedicates a lacklustre away draw to 
Liverpool’s travelling support. 


Back in FFT’s own personal crash course 

(or rather car crash) in media training, our 
mentor Glenn Kinsey —- who counts West Ham 
United, the President of Tanzania and U2’s 
Bono among his past clients - has some 
sympathy for today’s stars. “Footballers are 
odd,” he says, “because most people I work 
with — be it in business or the media - have 
risen because of their communication abilities. 
Footballers are completely different, as they 
often don’t want to do it and are dragged 
into it - have to do it - and find it irritating. 

“Sometimes, frankly, they don’t have 
fantastic personalities. Their talent is in their 
feet, not on a public stage. That can be 
challenging, because you might have their 
agent wanting you to make them into 
Mr Showbiz, but you can’t.” 

For FFT, it would appear that Gary Lineker is 
safe in his Match of the Day throne a little 
longer. We stretch a 90-second post-match 
interview to an embarrassingly long eight 
minutes; an almost Shakespearian monologue 
without pauses, yet plenty of ‘um’s and ‘er’s 
amid the embarrassing clichés. 

“T hope to push on and prove I’m not just 
a one-strike wonder and hopefully push on 
with my career and make a real name for 
myself,” we squeak, on the topic of a recent 
make-believe net-buster. Somehow, even in the 
world of fantasy football, this seems unlikely. 

Sometimes, it’s best to leave these 
things to the professionals. « 
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hen Arsene Wenger arrived at 
Arsenal in October 1996, the 
bespectacled Frenchman was hailed 
as a revolutionary - qd man whose 
methods would not only shake up the 
English game but ultimately shape its future, 
too. Aston Villa’s players and fans, though, 
were probably wondering what all the fuss 
was about. After all, they’d seen it all before, 


_ during the brief and somewhat calamitous 
| reign of the top flight’s first foreign manager. 


Following the departure of England-bound 
manager Graham Taylor in 1990, Villa chairman 


‘Deadly’ Doug Ellis was left searching for a 
suitable replacement for a man who had just 
led the Birmingham giants to second place in 
the old First Division. Gerry Francis, Arthur Cox 
and David Pleat were among the front-runners | 
in what was assumed to be an all-English race. | 
Ellis, however, had other ideas. 

“When Southampton unveiled Kevin Keegan 
[in 1980] they had managed to keep it 
absolutely secret until Kevin Keegan walked 
in to greet open-mouthed journalists,” Ralph 
Ellis, the Daily Stars man in the Midlands in 
1990, tells FourFourTwo. “Doug clearly fancied 
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These days an English club 
hiring a manager from 
overseas is par for the 
course, but it wasn’t 
always thus. When Doug 
Ellis’ Aston Villa made 
Dr Joz~* ‘‘~nglos the top 
ite la aecm rei mel cle] am lest 
in 1990, nobody 
knew quite what 
to make of him 
— including his 
baffled squad 


Richard Edwards 












VAN 


bs 


4 











doing something similar. We were there for 
the new manager's arrival but had no idea 
who it was. Doug’s memorable introduction 
was: ‘Does anybody know who this is?” 
There was widespread silence.” 

His mystery man was Dr Jozef Venglos, 
a 54-year-old Czechoslovakian (the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia wouldn’t become two 
until 1993) with a doctorate in physical 


education and a passion for philosophy. 

A household name he wasn’t, but that didn’t 
deter a gleeful Ellis. “We have got the top man 
in Europe,” he purred. “He is simply the best.” » 












ACTION REPLAY. 


English football /) 
H was left behind ! 
after Heysel 


Ce al 





Smiling, the fatherly-looking Venglos had the 
appearance of a man who relished the 
challenge of continuing the good work started 
by the more old-school Taylor. Ellis warned, 
however, that despite the amiable exterior 
his new man possessed ‘an iron fist inside 
a velvet glove’. With the Iron Curtain still 
hanging resolutely (albeit precariously) around 
the communist Eastern Bloc, it was entirely 
suitable rhetoric from the chairman. 

But this was one revolution that English 
football wasn’t quite ready for. 


“STEAK AND CHIPS WENT OUT OF 
THE WINDOW OVERNIGHT” 


The summer of 1990 had provided English 
football with a much-needed shot in the arm. 
England had not only reached the last four 
of the World Cup for the first time since 1966 
but, domestically, the country’s top clubs 
were preparing to re-enter European 
competition after five largely miserable 
years of continental isolation following the 
Heysel disaster in 1985. Villa were one of 
them, having qualified for the UEFA Cup, 
while Manchester United were preparing 
to do battle in (and win) the European 
Cup Winners’ Cup. 
Little wonder Venglos was excited. 
Fresh from leading Czechoslovakia to the 
quarter-finals of the World Cup in Italy - 
where they lost to eventual champions West 
Germany through a Lothar Matthaus penalty - 
he wasted no time in getting metaphorical. 
“Tt has been like having bread with no butter 
without the English clubs in Europe,” he said. 
The dairy product was soon on his hit list, 
though, at the club’s Bodymoor Heath Training 
Ground. “In terms of nutrition he was ahead 
of his time, particularly in English football,” 
says Tony Daley, the former Villa and 
England winger who played under 
Venglos in 1990-91 and is now Wolves’ 
fitness coach. “I remember eating 
steak and chips the night before the 
game when I first started playing. That 
went out of the window overnight.” 
Dietary regimes hadn’t previously 
been a staple of the English game, 
a fact probably best summed up by 
Tony Adams in an interview in Jasper Rees’ 
biography of Wenger back in 2003. “We were 
always concerned about our diet,” said 
Adams, after revealing he had been burying 
his nose in a book entitled Eat to Win as 
far back as 1987. “It just so happened that 
















94 October 2015 FourFourTwo.com 


BBB BE BB BB BB BB BE BB 


\ 





“Doug Ellis introduced him by saying: ‘Does 





anyone know who this is? There was silence” 


Above Deadly Doug: 
not above taking the 
shirt off a fan’s back 
Below The eating 
habits of players 
such as Tony Daley 
changed overnight 























I would be going out on a Saturday night 
and putting 30 pints of lager down my 
neck over the weekend.” 

When the Frenchman arrived at Highbury in 
1996, he brought with him a wealth of dietary 
knowledge acquired in Japan, where boiled 
chicken, steamed fish and raw vegetables 
were very much the order of the day. The 
similarly well-travelled Venglos thought along 
the same lines, but while Wenger was hailed 
as a forward-thinker, the Czechoslovakian, 
six years earlier, was derided as a crank - 
often by members of his own team. 

“Tn all sports, players like to have things 
the same way,” says former Villa striker 


\ Peter Withe, who joined Venglos as his 


assistant midway through the manager’s 
*, sole season at the club. “What Graham 
[Taylor] did was the British way and the 
players were comfortable with that. So 
when this new philosophy was 
introduced around training, diet and drinking, 
some players resented it. They shut it out.” 
Daley agrees, telling FFT that some of the 


~ club’s older players struggled to adapt to 
} being told what they could and couldn’t 


shove down their throats. “I’m not saying 

+ there was a drinking culture, but the boys 
would go out for a midweek drink pretty 
regularly,” he says. “Other players at 
other clubs did exactly the same. 







































































The guys who had played 400 matches 


_ saw little reason why they should suddenly 


change their habits.” 


“THESE IMPORTS ARE ONLY BEING 
BROUGHT IN BECAUSE THEY RE CHEAP” 


Born in February 1936 in Ruzomberok, in what 


_ is now northern Slovakia, Venglos enjoyed a 


successful playing career with Slovan Bratislava 


before beginning his coaching career Down 


Under, first with New South Wales and then 


_ with the Australian national team. In 1976, 


he worked under Vaclav Jezek with the 
Czechoslovakian side that shocked Germany 
to win the European Championship in 
Yugoslavia, courtesy of a dinked penalty by 
Antonin Panenka. It was that triumph that 
truly established Venglos, although the 


| qualifying campaign for the tournament had 


also provided evidence of his growing stature. 
Drawn in the same group as England, 


_ Czechoslovakia beat Don Revie’s side 2-1 on 
| adismal October night in Bratislava to strike 


a decisive blow in qualification for the 
four-team tournament (as it was then) the 
following year. Speaking before the game at 
Wembley earlier in the campaign, Venglos 
provided an insight into his philosophy. 

“We want to play fairly and in the right 
spirit,” he said. “Although the result is vital, 


| the spirit of soccer comes above all else.” 


\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
\ 
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Those comments hardly suggested he was Top John Ward lasted 
the right man for the blood and thunder of only half a season as 
English league football, but back then he Venglos’ assistant 
needn’t have worried - the chances of an Above David Platt 
English club calling on a boss born outside of puts himself in the 
these islands were as remote as the Hebrides. | Serie A shop window 

“T don’t want to put up an Iron Curtain in Right “This way to 
reverse but a lot of these imports are only the greengrocer’s” 


being brought in because they are cheap,” 
said Gordon Taylor, the chief executive of the 
Professional Footballers’ Association, on the 
eve of the 1990-91 season. 

A quarter of a century on, those comments 
seem laughable given the disparity between 
the number of overseas players in the old 
First Division then in comparison to now, but 
they do serve to illustrate the insular nature 
of the English game post-Heysel. Deprived of 
European competition, English football was cut 
adrift culturally as well as competitively. 
Venglos represented the unknown; little 
wonder his arrival caused the ringing of further 
alarm bells. Yet he wasn’t the only overseas 
manager in the Football League at the time, 
with Argentine Ossie Ardiles at Swindon Town 
and Uruguayan Danny Bergara at Stockport 
County making up this minority treble act. 
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the outset that Venglos would have to 
shoulder weighty expectations. 

“Everybody was looking to see how it would 
go for a foreign manager, and I think anyone 
who was first out of the box was going to be 
judged more than anyone else,” Brian Little, 
Villa manager between 1994 and 1998, 
tells FFT. “I think the media were more 
critical of him as a result.” 

Foreign or not, on the eve of the new season 
Venglos and Ellis knew only too well that 
football was a results business. Win, and the 
world smiles with you. Lose, and you’re most 
definitely on your own. 


LIVING IN GRAHAM TAYLOR'S SHADOW 


At first glance the Makita Tournament - 

a pre-season forerunner to the endless, largely 
meaningless summer competitions that 

have followed - hardly seems a fair platform 
on which to form an opinion of a manager, 
but the headline writers wasted little time 

in making up their minds on Venglos. 

“Villa miss Taylor’s inspiration” was 
The Times’ take on the club’s new era, as 
two defeats - one to Arsenal and the other 
to Real Sociedad - saw Villa finish fourth of 
four in the Wembley sunshine. “Amid 
experiments with players and patterns, 
Venglos has apparently yet to restore the 
belief that was so instrumental to the club’s 
success under his predecessor Graham 
Taylor,” wrote the newspaper’s football 
correspondent, Stuart Jones. 

Yet while Venglos’ ideas of how to play the 
game were taking a while to filter through, 
his notion of what constituted a proper 
pre- and post-match warm-up were 
gradually transforming Villa’s preparation. 

“He was hugely knowledgeable,” says Daley, 
who was then a 22-year-old on the brink of 
breaking into the England side. “We had 
a Danish played called Kent Nielsen at Villa 
and I remember it being quite funny to see 


BARARARAARAARATN 


The South American pair had at least him going out before training sessions and 
spent a lengthy period of time integrating doing stretches and getting himself ready. 
themselves into the fabric of the English After the game he would be the last one in, 
game. Venglos, on the other hand, was doing 15 or 20 minutes of warm-downs. 
an appointment from left-field - aq new and “The reaction would be: ‘What on Earth is he 
entirely surprising threat to the dominance doing?’ - but he never had an injury in his life. 
of the homegrown manager. That was the norm on the continent at the time 


“T think some of the press 
and the other managers found 
it hard to come to terms with 
him,” says Withe. “He was hit 
with loaded questions and he 
didn’t know where they were 
going to go with them. 

“T remember going to watch 
a team we were due to play 
with Jozef. He had a small 
Dictaphone and used it to 
record comments about 
the opposition. A couple of 
managers who were sat with 
us thought it was hilarious 
and started laughing.” 

Described by Times journalist 
Dennis Shaw as “facially a Ron 
Atkinson lookalike but bodily only 
a mini version”, it was clear from 


and within a few years it was the norm here, 
too. When Venglos wanted us all to do it, 
m though, it was seen as a bit strange.” » 
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ACTION REPLAY 


With a new carbohydrate-heavy diet and 
the consumption of hops limited by the 

new manager, Villa started the season 
respectably, winning two and drawing one 

of their first five matches before beating 
Banik Ostrava 3-1 in the first leg of their 

UEFA Cup tie at Villa Park. A 2-1 victory in 
Czechoslovakia set up ad mouth-watering 
second round tie against Inter Milan. 

“Tt was one of the great Villa Park nights,” 
says Ralph Ellis, who was in the press box to 
witness one of the club’s most memorable 
European games. “It was a fantastic 
performance.” A goal from Nielsen and a 
stunning second from David Platt, following 

a delightful pass from Gordon Cowans, secured 
a 2-0 win that had the national press gushing. 
“Something remarkable happened at Villa 
Park on Wednesday night,” wrote David Miller 
in The Times. “An English football team, with 
no pretentions to sophistication, reduced 

a famous foreign side bristling with 
international players to ordinary proportions.” 
Venglos himself was purring after Villa 

had dismantled Giovanni Trapattoni’s side, 
which included World Cup-winning duo 
Jurgen Klinsmann and Lothar Matthaus. 

He had, Venglos told reporters, spent the past 
four months trying to get Villa’s players “more 
confident on the ball and in their passing”. 
Inter themselves could testify to the fact that 
it was working. Miller wrote: “Here is a man 
who can help re-educate our football; 
including, perhaps, a few directors.” 

But for Venglos and Villa, it proved a false 
dawn. After going down 3-0 at the San Siro to 
goals from Klinsmann, Alessandro Bianchi and 
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Above Wenger was 
greeted with more 
open minds upon his 
arrival from Japan 
Below Villa legend 
Withe has sympathy 
for Venglos 
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Nicola Berti - ‘an incredibly naive performance’, 


according to Ralph Ellis - Villa struggled to 
regain any kind of form in the league and 
began to sink like the proverbial stone. 

Before the start of the season, Venglos had 
revealed that he had spent many a long hour 
while he was Czechoslovakia manager 
studying the training methods of Bill Shankly, 
Ron Greenwood and Everton’s Harry Catterick 
in a bid to find out why English players were 
such adept defenders. “Czechs have always 
been strong in individual creativity but not in 
defending,” he said. Whatever he learnt, he 
clearly had some trouble passing on that 
knowledge to a Villa side who were shipping 
goals at an alarming rate, as the hope 
engendered by a promising start to the 
season evaporated. 

Villa won just two of 11 league matches 
following their capitulation in Milan, lost in the 
third round of the FA Cup in a replay against 


Years before Wenger was hailed as a forward 
thinker, Venglos was derided as a crank 


™ | 


“Rounders? 
| [thought you said 
| get a round in...” 




























| Wimbledon and were then knocked out of 


the League Cup, hammered 4-1 by Howard 
Wilkinson’s Leeds at the quarter-final stage. 

The chairman who had trumpeted his 
capture in the summer was beginning to 
look increasingly nervous. Unsurprisingly, 
Venglos was, too. 


“DR JO MUST G0 


John Ward, who had served as assistant 
manager under the previous regime, left the 
club as part of a ‘mutual agreement’ in early 
January, with Withe, the club’s European Cup 
hero from 1982, coming in as his replacement. 
For some Villa fans it was merely a case of 
re-arranging the deckchairs on the Titanic. “A 
lot of them were sceptical when Dr Jo came in 
- they weren’t sure if he was the right man for 
Villa,” says Ralph Ellis. “As the second half of 
the season unravelled, they were proved right.” 

Whereas Wenger would later be afforded 
plenty of time at Arsenal, and unarguably 
inherited a far superior squad to the one 
Venglos was handed at Villa, the latter was on 
borrowed time as results refused to improve. 

With Platt already eyeing a move to Italy, 
Venglos dipped his toe into the domestic 
market, signing Gary Penrice from Watford for 
£1m, an eye-watering sum at the time. His 
only previous dalliance with the chequebook 
had been an unmitigated disaster: sweeper 
Ivo Stas arrived having already scored for Villa 
(an own goal for Banik Ostrava in the UEFA Cup 
earlier in the season) but didn’t play a single 
game due to a troublesome Achilles. 

Villa finished the season in a miserable 17th 
place, 35 points behind runners-up Liverpool, 
who occupied the same position the 
Midlanders had held 12 months previously. 

Remarkably, the trigger-happy Doug Ellis 
didn’t fire his gun after the club’s final game of 
the season against Chelsea - a 2-2 draw that 
saw Platt score a penalty in his last Villans 
appearance - with the decision ultimately 
taken by Venglos himself. 

“T tried to persuade him to give it another 
year,” said Withe. “He had made up his mind 
after the headline in the local paper which 
said: ‘Dr Jo Must Go’. It was sad, because he 
had such integrity and knowledge of the game. 

“T recently spoke to a well-known player at 
that time and he told me he thought Jozef 
was a nightmare. I told him that he was only 
really doing what Arsene Wenger did 
at Arsenal later in the decade - the only 
difference was that those players bought 
into it and Villa’s didn’t. He thought for 
da minute, then agreed.” 

That headline apart, there was little crowing 
in the press. “I think there was an acceptance 
that he hadn’t failed because he was foreign 
but because he was simply the wrong man at 
the wrong time,” says Ralph Ellis. 

With European borders about to be flung 
open in 1992, Venglos had predicted that he 
would be the first of many foreigners to take 
to the dugout. “There will be a great exchange 
of ideas, which can only be good for football,” 
he said. Aston Villa may not have seen the 
best of it, but there can be little doubt he 


| was on the money. @ 
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Full-Time Programme 


Our full-time programme is a two-year 
football and academic course for 16 to 
19 year olds dedicated to producing 
profess sional players whilst also providing 
educational courses 


English Language 
Football Programme 
Full-Time 


The FootbaliCV Academy runs English 
Language Football Programmes for players 
aged 16 and over from around the world with 
qualiiied language tutors 


Group Visits 


The FootbaliCV Academy caters for group 
visits of all ages, all year round, for any 
length of time and can provide a programme 
to suit your needs. Pleas se contact us for 
more information 


Short Course 


short courses are designed to give players 

an experience of how professional clubs train 
and many players since we opened in 2007 
have used this opportunity to see what life is 
like at the FootballCV Academy, before joining 
us full-time for the two-year course. 


Football Gap Year 


The FootbaliCV Academy offers a gap year 
course for 18 to 21 year olds, giving students 
an ideal opportunity to further improve 

their football skill set, whilst providing work 
experience and/or educational courses 
including English Language 


Football Trials Camp 


FootballCV Academy run Trials Camps 
during school holidays. The camps are 
designed to give the participants exposure 
to scouts from professional football clubs 
along with the opportunity to learn what it 
takes to be a professional 





WWW.FOOTBALLCVACADEMY.COM / INFO@FOOTBALLCVACADEMY.COM / +44 1933 420000 
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DON’T MISS ENGLAND’S LAST TWO 
EUROPEAN QUALIFIERS AT WEMBLEY 


Tuesday 8 September, 7.45pm 


ENGLAND , SWITZERLAND 


Friday 9 October, 7.45pm 


ENGLAND \ ESTONIA 


£35, £45, £55, £65 
£20 ADULTS/ £10 CHILDREN UNDER 16 
OAPS, STUDENTS AND UNDER 16s - £10 DISCOUNT” 


“Terms and conditions apply 
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The ‘Wolves’ of Gimnasia in Argentina embrace their nickname. Are you reading in Wolverhampton? 


_ Clubs who call themselves Wolves are : the tunnel to the pitch, designed to 


Su ee Cl) el 
_ Wanderers, of course. Wolfsburg, 


obviously. Petrolul Ploiesti, apparently. 


But none of them show the ingenuity 
Mae ee(Cineciem ma seats 
La Plata — or Gimnasia, or El Lobo - in 
the artistic interpretation stakes. 
Argentine football is home to the 
| manga, an inflatable... thing connecting 


: protect players from missiles thrown by 
: supporters. With the help of manga- 


makers Air Jump, Gimnasia got creative. 


: Now their players emerge from a wolf's 

: gaping maw. The standard-issue second 
: manga for visiting teams is somewhat 
: less intimidating. ‘A 


Fa 
er 


‘La Manga del Lobo’ was a Facebook re 


: initiative that became reality once fans, 


: players and board members had each 

: donated the 100 pesos, or £6, required. 

: Gimnasia promptly won six games 

: on the spin. It’s a good thing the club 

: went with the wolf design - their 

: slaughterhouse roots mean they’re 

; also nicknamed the Gut-Handlers. 

: That would have been messy. 

“£) “We are proudly the first football club 
? in the-world with a tunnel shaped as 


: a wolf,” say the creators, with no 
apparent sense of perspective, “and 
: it’s down to all the people who 

: contributed to make it.” 


Called ‘the Wolves’ and playing their 


= games ina stadium surrounded by trees 
: and known as ‘the Woods’ (El Bosque), 

: Gimnasia only lack a Little Red Riding 

= Hood. Meanwhile, FFT is starting to think 
= Molineux could do with a spruce-up. 


Colombia Call off the search: Tino Asprilla’s £43,500 horse has been found, four months after it went missing when he lent it to a friend who drunkenly gave it away at a fair 
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“Ronaldo could play in the NASL... 
ESB EMC Chee Ret) vel eS ae 


Raul is loving life with the New York Cosmos in the American second tier — now he wants to 
face off against his old team-mate, the Brazilian (even if it does have to be on artificial turf) 





I’ve always wanted to live in America 
with my family and learn about its 
culture. I was close to joining Seattle 
Sounders when I left Schalke in 2012 
but we decided to go to Qatar first. 
When we came back from the 
Middle East, coach Giovanni Savarese 
called me and told me a lot about 
Cosmos’ tradition, and explained 
their projects. I’ve learned about the 
history of this club, with Pele and 
[Franz] Beckenbauer having worn the 
Cosmos jersey - obviously I’ve heard 
some of it before - and New York is a 
great place to live, so we gave it a go. 


There have been lots of adjustments. 
They don’t even call it ‘football’ here, 
so I had to learn a new English word: 
soccer! [Laughs] People are very 
passionate about the game - it’s 
growing fast. Ten years ago you saw 
kids into basketball or American 
football, mainly; now, I walk through 
parks in New York and a lot of them 
are playing soccer. MLS is developing, 
new stadiums are being built and 

I love being part of the transition. 


Definitely for a couple of years, 
maybe four or five - we'll see. It’s 
a great place for kids to grow up, and 


I’m all about my family at the 
moment. There are so many things 
to do in New York - you need more 
than 24 hours in a day! We've lived 
here for eight months and discover 
new things all the time. Madrid is my 
home so we won’t stay forever, but 
we aren’t going anywhere soon. 


Marcos is a very good 

player and a very good 

person. We’ve known 

each other for a long 

time, not only from the 
national team but from 
competing against each - 
other when Real Madrid played 
against Villarreal. He’s in his third 
year with Cosmos now. That was 
another good reason to come: to be 
around someone you’re comfortable 
with on and off the pitch. We enjoy 
playing and spending time together. 


Yes. In April we played Fort 
Lauderdale, and he and I talked. 


RAUL IN NUMBERS 


Matches played in all 
competitions for Real 
Madrid, a club record 
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Casillas deserves 
to have success at 
Porto, sayS Raul 


It was good to see him again. He 
told me he wants to play for the 
Strikers - maybe not a whole 
season, but in some games. 


Yeah, he’ll have to train a bit more! 
[Laughs] But once he does, he could 
still score a lot of 
_ goals. In his prime he 
was amazing; one of 
_ the best strikers in 
the history of the 
game. He was able 
to overcome serious 
| injuries to get back 
_ to the top, as he did 
| in 2002 when he 
| led Brazil to their 
| last World Cup 
4) triumph, sol 
_ wouldn't rule out 
~ another successful 
comeback. 


It’s certainly different to Real 
Madrid... much more physical. 
Obviously players need to improve 
their technical skills. Playing on turf 
sometimes, not grass, makes it a bit 
more difficult. I can’t complain, 
though: the pace is slower, which is 
good at my age [laughs]. You can 
definitely see an improvement. 
Young players are coming in, hungry 
and determined, as well as more 
and more fans. It’s exciting. 


VA 


: Years and 114 days: he’s still | Goals in the Champions 
: the youngest player to neta : League, third only to Lionel 
: Champions League hat-trick : Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo : players have got more... ever 


Schalke new boy Franco Di Santo is making friends, celebrating a goal by putting a frog down the shirt of teenage team-mate Leroy Sane (who then freaked out) 


More or less... I joined Real Madrid as 
a teenager but Iker was there since 
he was eight or nine, I think, so he’s 
a true legend. I’m sure it was hard for 
him, as it was for me. But sometimes 
you have to make hard decisions. 
Nothing lasts forever. I hope Iker will 
be successful at Porto - he deserves 
that. He’s the best goalkeeper in 

the world. Yes, even now. 


It was an amazing time for me and 
my family. We lived in Gelsenkirchen 
and Dusseldorf and enjoyed it. 

As a team we won the German Cup 
and reached the Champions League 
semi-finals, which was a great 
achievement. The one thing 

I remember about Schalke is their 
great supporters: friendly and loyal. 


I’m not going to lie: not playing 
football will be very difficult for me. 
People ask if I want to be a coach, 
and I don’t know, but I’ve started to 
think about it. Maybe that’s the best 
option? I’m not sure. I want to be 
involved in football in some capacity. 
T enjoy working with kids, so maybe 
that’s the next step. I want to win a 
trophy on American soil first. I hope 
Cosmos will win the NASL title; then 
Ican sit back in my chair and think 
about the next chapter of my life. 


| Hat-tricks in two Bundesliga 
: seasons: only two Schalke 
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EXPLAINED 


No, Raul isn’t facing 
Lamps and Stevie G 





WHERE DOES IT FIT IN? 

NASL (the North American Soccer 
League) is below MLS (Major League 
Soccer) and above USL (United 
Soccer League) in a country so fond 
of acronyms, its very name is one. 
In Miguel Ibarra, the USA’s second 
tier had a player called up to the 
national team, better known as the 
USMNT (seriously, guys, stop it), for 
the first time in a decade last year. 


PROMOTION/RELEGATION 
There isn’t any - though nobody told 
Marcos Senna that when he joined 
the Cosmos. Don’t expect a change 
in the situation: MLS commissioner 
Don Garber says proposals to 
introduce a link between the two 
leagues make “absolutely no sense”. 





A STEPPING STONE LEAGUE 
A few MLS teams were in the NASL 
first, including rivals Seattle Sounders 
and Portland Timbers. Ibarra’s old 
club, Minnesota United, are next in 
line. Cosmos can only dream: their 
Nike kits and marketing autonomy 
clashes with MLS’ all-Adidas setup. 
FAN BASE 

Average attendance is 6,000. MLS? 
21,000. Plans to add Virginia Cavalry 
and Oklahoma City have been nixed. 

















FAMOUS NAMES 

Teams include the Cosmos, Tampa 
Bay Rowdies and, er, FC Edmonton, 
home of Tomi Ameobi (yes, he’s their 
brother). The Rowdies are former 
child prodigy Freddy Adu’s sixth club 
| in two years, while Indy Eleven have 
Kleberson. Best name? Jacksonville 
Armada. That’s a team, not a player. 
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eth es = Japan V-Varen Nagasaki have marked 70 years since the A-bomb hit their city with a ‘Pray for Peace’ kit, also choreographing the word ‘Peace’ before the anniversary match 


| s oe 
cE a eo ‘ 


‘ 
: 


hat ae ae 


FourFourTwo.com October 2015 101 


Words Kristan Heneage 


Words Uli Hesse 


Words Jack Duggan 
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Other leagues can’t 


match its cheap 


tickets and in-game 
beers, but when it 


comes to crystal 


meth in the stands, 
the Bundesliga is 
the one who knocks 


It began in 2013, when 
Dynamo Dresden ultras 
unfurled a banner during 

a game against Cologne 
(above right) that read: 
wo MMAR LCoS LiFe 
We’Il blow you away!’ 

er Coe McMeel Mm) 
return match. Then in March 
2014, a Dortmund banner 
asked: ‘Not enough money 
for cocaine, Nuremberg? 
Why else the dirty Czech 
muck?’ And this year, 

St Pauli fans denounced 


Se em Cel 


Christmas market as a ‘crystal 


ited (ei Mm ULM) ae) 
their fanzine (right) reading 
‘Breaking Nuremberg’. 

While fans of the hit US TV 
show will chuckle knowingly at 
the Breaking Bad references, 
there’s a serious point behind 
these banners, kids. Namely, 


that use of the drug in question, 


methamphetamine - or crystal 
meth - is on the rise in the 
squeaky-clean Bundesliga. 

Or so we’re led to believe. 


Germany has certainly 
experienced the biggest 
upsurge in meth consumption 
in Europe since Walter White 
and Jesse Pinkman hit our 
screens, one report suggesting 
an increase of 51 per cent. 

Regions closest to the Czech 
border are the worst hit, 
with Dresden in Saxony 
just 35 miles away and 
Nuremberg only 80 - 
hence the banners. 
Remember the 
Breaking Bad plot 


latter 


based around exporting meth 
from New Mexico to the Czech 
Republic? Well, in 2011, TV doc 
Wild Germany highlighted how 
the Czech Republic was 
becoming “a drugs paradise” 
because of its extremely liberal 
narcotics laws, even suggesting 
Prague was the 
source of 95 per 
cent of all meth 


~ MeoaCUeal-Ve Nan alco) o1-) 


But what, you ask, 
does this have to do 
» with football? 











The key interviewee for Wild 
Germany was addiction expert 
Dr Roland Hartel-Petri, who hails 
from Franconia, where meth 
has replaced marijuana as the 
recreational drug of choice. 
With an increasing number of 
terrace banners suggesting as 
much, Hartel-Petri was invited 
to a general meeting of the 
Bundesliga’s Supporter 
Liaison Officers to discreetly 


discuss the matter. 


Unfortunately, Hartel-Petri 
subsequently told a newspaper 


Oslo, home to 
| the Olden Boot 


Brazil Rivaldo’s Mogi Mirim side, for whom he and his son both play, had a defender sent off for wearing the same shirt number as a team-mate, before losing in injury time 
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that “hooligans” were using 
crystal meth “to psych 
themselves up”, with one 
anonymous thug explaining to 
Die Welt: “I get so drunk before 
a game that they don’t let 

me in. If I take a line of crystal, 
they don’t notice a thing.” 

If these quotes conjure up 
images of German terraces 
awash with Tuco-esque 
rageaholics, that’s a shame, 
because most people agree 
this is a social problem rather 
than a football one. 
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“Nope, this is rubbish. 
Make another one” | 


a ae. t we. 
Dynamo Dresden iS 
ans display some 


Pt 27° Breaking Bantz \ 


| oy Dual c& |e 
ae | eh 4 : . 


| Nuremberg fanzine Ya Basta! 

: is particularly saddened. 

| One writer responded to 
St Pauli’s taunting banner 
by describing how prevalent 

_ the “malicious muck” has 
become among schoolkids in 
his hometown, adding he had 

Msmch Nmicatecucoh dal 
wretched stuff” and insisting 
that meth use shouldn’t be 
the subject of banner banter. 

FFT couldn’t agree more. 
| Or as one character might 
| put it: yeah, bitch! 











We y A) The away end, || 


ak in all its 
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formerly a Belgian U21 international, 


A diminutive, dreadlocked winger, eee 


most recently seen playing for Asteras Tripoli in the Greek Supe 


WHO HE SHOULD BE 


The guy running the bar at Tony Sopranos’ strip club, the pega Bing, = 
_ surely? He occasionally gets bludgeoned over the head with an ice bucke 


— by the boss for disrespecting the girls. “Hey Zig, get-over here!” 


Julio Rey’s move to Deportivo La Coruna was cancelled at the last minute when they discovered a three-year-old tweet, sent when he was 17, reading “F**K DEPOR” 
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Words Will Butcher; Illustration German Aczel 


In 1997, Olympiacos finally 
ended ‘the stone years’ - 
Veet MUL Aa CeLt 
winning the Greek title. It 
meant they could participate 
in the Champions League for 
Me CML 
they - and specifically Stelios 
Giannakopoulos — marked in 
style only five minutes into 
MTR UCC Meine p 
“Tt was a full house; 80,000 
supporters were packed in,” 
Stelios tells FFT. “They were 
really excited. It was an 
emotional day for us.” 





Omar: 7 


Olympiacos were facing a 


: Porto side featuring Joao Pinto, 
Zlatko Zahovic and Mario 
Mee CCRN TA Res eight other 

: players). The match kicked off 
- a group that also featured 

: Rosenborg and eventual 3 
: champions Real Madrid. “I was. : 
: only 23 at the time,” says : 
: Giannakopoulos. Old enough, 
: then, to score one of the 
Meola rseitoan nila ssa lore 


“We had a counter-attack 


: from a Porto corner and we 
> managed to work the ball out 
' to Ilija Ivic on the left wing,” 


: recalls the Euro 2004 winner 
: and Bolton legend. “He saw 
: mein the middle and passed 
edna Oana) VASE 
‘ touch wasn’t very good. But 


: the ball bounced kindly in front : 
: of me and gave me the chance : 
: to try to lob the keeper. I was 
ran re VAM al mene] celles 


Giannakopoulos is being 


: modest (though he’s right 

: about the terrible first touch). 
: A delightful lob looped over 

: Rui Correia and in, giving 

: Olympiacos a 1-0 lead they 

: would keep for the remaining 
een a elcome Maale ure (ie 

: who since his retirement has 
: been president of the Greek 

: PFA and briefly managed in 

: the third tier, humbly says: 


Persepolis vs Esteghlal 


FourFour Iwo.com 


Get online to see this and other 
great goals from FFT’s archives 


“These moments in football 
are special - I feel extremely 


: proud to score Olympiacos’ 

: first Champions League goal - 
: but to believe in yourself you 

: need good coaches and good 
: organisation at a club.” 


“T’ve always remembered 


: the goal,” he continues. 

: “T have three boys and they’re 
: proud of their dad. If they 

: want to follow me and 

: eventually become footballers 
: because of something like this, 
: then that’s great. It’s what 

: football is all about.” 





TEHRAN'S TERRITORIAL TUSSLE 


The fiercest derby i in 1 Asia? Iran’ S s biggest clash certainly ai arouses s passion i In the ‘Supporters: 


Words Adam Powers 






a 

Esteghlal were the capital’s : Foreign referees arrivedin 1995 : ' 7 In 2000, Esteghlal keeper | Ali Parvin played in 20 Tehran 
dominant force until the late : to provide neutrality, yet : Parviz Boroumand punched : derbies wearing Persepolis red, 
1960s. With them representing : match-fixing claims surfacedin : : Persepolis’ Payan Rafat inthe =; before managing in another 22 
Iran’s power brokers, Persepolis : 2009 as a suspicious handball : face. Esteghlal netted late on to : across three managerial stints. 
the working class, the Middle : gifted Persepolis a late penalty. § | prompta pitch invasion...then : Mehdi Hasheminasab switched 
East soon turned a bit Western: : That beingafifth stalematein : : Persepolis equalised even later. : from Persepolis to Esteghlal 
‘This town ain’t big enough for : arow, some argued draws were : “Do ya feel | | ut : Fans took it out on cars, buses =: and scored five derby goals, 
the both of us’. Andit’sredvs = fixed to prevent violence. Either : | lucky, punk?” g and shops; 60 were arrested, as : including the winner that never 
blue, too, which is always nice. +: way, Iranian referees returned. : =m iat : well as half a dozen players. * was in that 2000 showdown. 


Clubs sae been pannea Reni ing foreign ‘lavels hough those aieedy nee can see out their conned due toa Gaanddl crisis paused 7 falling ol revenues 
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MILES ON A BUS (IN ONE SEASON 


Murcia rejoice over the return of local games, having spent last year kipping on the coach 


20-08 8 ae ee se a 2  - e  ee e 


Even before a ball was kicked, 
Real Murcia’s 2015-16 season 
in Segunda B was better than 
2014-15. No more sleeping on 
the team bus, for a start. 

At the beginning of 2014-15, 
Murcia only found out which 
league they were in nine days 
before their first match. Despite 
finishing the previous campaign 
fourth in the second division, 


“It was very uncomfortable 
on the bus, so if I didn’t take a 
pill, I couldn’t sleep,” midfielder 
and club icon Jose Luis Acciari 
tells FFT. That’s a sleeping pill, 
you'll be relieved to hear. Miguel 
Albiol, vice-captain and brother 
of Spain international Raul 
Albiol, said last year: “I take 


two play-off games away from somozas 


La Liga, they were 
relegated to Segunda B 
on August 21 (for 
financial reasons, 
naturally). The decision 


came so late, they couldn’t Coruxe | 


enter the right division in 
Spain’s regionalised third tier. 
Instead of playing their 
neighbours in the south-east, 
they racked up serious miles 
negotiating the north-west. 

Murcia’s bus clocked up 
19,454 miles over 19 away 
trips. You read that right: their 
bus. Straitened finances 
precluded any of that fancy 
flying. No TV, gambling or 
banter for the players - they 
just needed some sleep. 


Racing Ferrol } 
Sore eee j 


Astorga pee: 


Celta B h 
= 


= Zamora jl | 


Guijuelo 


Valladolid B- ; 


sleeping tablets, as otherwise 
I’d never sleep. The shortest 
journey is eight hours to 
Valladolid - the rest are 10 
hours minimum. The bus 
only stops to change driver; 
we’re just asleep, or trying 

to be. We travel by night, so 


eventually everyone drops off.” 


Marino 
ge Luaneo Luanco Sporting B 
Aviles tec er 
= Pell <= Lealtad a Tropezon F- 
mel Langreo § oe 
Logrones § 
Cultural corral Burgos 


Murcia | 
——S—" 


Instead of climbing aboard 
with a designer washbag 
under the arm, Murcia’s 
players clutched pillows and 
foldable mattresses. “We had 
16 players, plus the technical 
staff,” continues Acciari, who, 
at 36, must have thought 
these years were behind him. 

“There were 
more people 
than beds.” 

It’s hardly 
ideal match prep. 
“As we’re travelling 
for two days and one 

night,” said Albiol, “we do lots 
of stretches to recover. The real 
problem is the return journey, 
because you go as soon as the 
game’s finished, so you’re stiff 
for the rest of the week.” 

One spell saw back-to-back 
trips to Langreo and Coruxo: 
four nights away from home, 
two of them spent travelling. 
Incredibly, Murcia won both 
games. In fact, they won a lot 
of games - enough to finish 
second before losing in the 
play-offs despite a Herculean 
effort against, er, Hercules. 


This season, normality 
returns: Murcia are in the right 
regional division. Admittedly 
one opponent plays on the 
African mainland (Melilla, an 
autonomous city bordering 
Morocco), but Murcia’s longest 
trip is still a mere 400 miles, 
roughly equivalent to their 
shortest journey last year. 
There’s even a derby clash in 
November to reward travel-sick 
supporters. And they had time 
to build a squad, too; in 2014, 
when players boarded the bus 
for their opening-day trip to 
Ferrol, they didn’t know who 
was sat beside them. 

But it wasn’t all bad, even if 
99 Bottles Of Beer On The Wall 
does get old. As young forward 
Jose Angel Carrillo said: “We’re 
living, eating and sleeping 
together, and we’re much 
stronger for it.” Team-mate 
Fernando Pumar added: “We 
get used to doing this every 
two weeks, while the opposition 
only have to do it once. When 
they come here, we'll make 
them suffer like c**ts.” 

Charming. 


A 65-year-old ref was rushed to hospital after being kicked in the head in a non-league melée; with no police nearby, he’d officiated the second half with a stun gun 





FourFourTwo.com October 2015 105 


Words David Cartlidge 


Words Matt Barker 


PLANET FOOTBALL 












‘Marek Hamsik, Diego 
Maradona and the 
man who made them 


. 
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Napoli’s finest love their little likenesses just as much 
as the public — but there’s no love lost in this industry 








On Via San Gregorio Armeno, with contemporary figures seen on the shelves before the 

every day is Christmas Day. (corrupt politicians, usually). training pitch, or even before 

The narrow Neapolitan side And, this being Naples, it wasn’t | a club announcement is made. 

street, just down the road too long before footballers The terracotta likeness of | : 
from the city’s stonking great | started sneaking into this new Napoli manager Maurizio oe Our cee pila 
cathedral, is where traditional | most sacred of scenes. Sarri took pride of place in \' Ost (in}famgus 
presepe (nativity) figurines Now, the parade of shops is Marco Ferrigno’s Arte Ferrigno L poment : : 
have been created in small, crammed with statuettes of shop days before his rMmOrtaused 
family-run workshops since players in various poses, as well | appointment. Sarri wasn’t his 


the 13th century. as coaches - Rafa Benitez was fastest work, though; Pope 
Somewhere along the line, popular, perhaps for the first Francis has that honour. 
the wise men, cherubs and time - and the more colourful But can he remember his 
donkeys found themselves club owners. It’s reached the first footballing figure? —> a 
jostling for space in the crib point that new signings canbe _ | “Oh yes!” Marco tells FFT. Wed _—* 


BEHOLD: THE SINGING SHIRT 


Does your replica top chant to you when you’re sad? Sampdoria’s does 


If nothing else, Italian clubs : players. A mildly amusing : marriage - cheer themselves : Opposition player runs up 
are still leaders in shirt : marketing campaign sees : up through automated song. : to take a penalty. 
design. Among this season’s : miserable fans-onesaddened : “Thereactionwasamazing- : And the fans? Well, the 
crackers is Roma’s away kit, ‘ by male pattern baldness, : better than anticipated-and — limited run of 350 tops 
with its outline of the : another upset by her sexless : they sold out really quickly,” : sold out, but not everyone 
historic city centre mapped_ : says a spokesperson from is impressed. “It’s just 
across the chest.Andthen : : kit-makers Joma, adding that = a marketing operation - 
there’s Sampdoria... : other clubs are keen to jump : nothing more,” shrugs 
Samp have made a limited : on board. “It’s pretty simple : supporter Bruno 


edition of their 2015-16 home : 
strip, featuringa microchip i My : 
within the club badge. When : & “Happy birthday to : can’t be worn in matches. : someone 
pressed, it plays a quick burst : Jy... oh, hang on” : Imagine the fun Sampdoria’s = needsa 
of a club chant, sung by the = : goalkeepers could have asan __ : singing shirt... ee 








“Tt was Il Grande: Diego 
Maradona.” Had to be, really. 

“We get a lot of requests for 
[Gonzalo] Higuain,” says Marco, 
when FFT asks who is popular 
among today’s players. “Then 
there’s [Paul] Pogba, even 
though he’s a Juventus player 
and this is Naples.” 

On a busy street, getting new 
signings in the shop before the 
neighbours can do it brings 
a competitive edge to 
proceedings. Just a few doors 
up from Ferrigno’s workshop, 
Genny Di Virgilio (left) is 
another famous presepe 
producer. Maradona was his 
first production too - but, as 
he’ll tell anyone who'll listen, 
his Diego was on the market 
before anyone else on 
Via San Gregorio Armeno. 

“T’m always the first to 
produce a statuetta - everyone 
follows me,” he proudly 
declares. “To be honest, 

T never really think about what 
anyone else is doing. 

“All the players come here 
to collect their figurines. 

Mind you, Higuain hasn’t been 
here yet, and he’s our biggest 
seller — him and [Marek] 
Hamsik. Francesco Totti’s 
another popular one, along 
with some of the Juventus 
players, such as Gigi Buffon. 

And who’s that guy who 

was at Inter? Oh yes, 

[Javier] Zanetti.” 

We leave Genny to work 
on a new Lorenzo Insigne 
model; the young Napoli 
striker, you see, has gone 
and changed his hairstyle 
again. You never had this 

problem with Zanetti. 


: technology, really.” : Ravera. FE 
: Sadly, rules dictate the shirts : Sounds like \ O TZ a 





When Charleroi’s Javier Martos banged his head and his backside in a tackle, the physio didn’t hesitate, applying freeze spray to his bare bum for nearly a minute 
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“Get orf my land!” A rabble-rousing Romanian rebel 


takes the law — and some tools — into her own hands 


| No wonder Otelul’s general 
manager, Cristi Munteanu, is 
feeling the strain. “Nobody 
would want to be me right 

_ now,” he tells FFT. “This is 
critical, desperate - we’re 
almost bankrupt.” At least he 
can see the funny side, 
adding: “Maybe we'll play 


Insolvency, relegation, 
eviction from their ground 
- life’s been pretty tough 
for Otelul Galati since 
becoming 2011’s Romanian 
champions and rubbing 
shoulders with Manchester 
United in the Champions 
League. Surely things 
couldn’t get any worse? - futsal on the smaller pitch.” 
Wrong. Players arrived | Well, they’ve no chance on 
one day to find workmen the full-sized version. Having 
building a fence through the had a wooden fence built two 
middle of their training pitch. years ago to no avail, Valmas’ 
The labourers’ orders came latest blockade is made of iron, 
from one Cristiana Valmas, with cement foundations. 
who brought a court order The neighbour from hell even 
against the club, claiming part declared through her lawyer 
of the land propping up their that she’ll allow anyone to play 
£700,000 training complex on her side of the divide... 
(suddenly the insolvency anyone except Otelul. 
makes sense) belongs to her. Stoian. “We’re trying to adjust.” Forget Man United and the 
“My grandfather used to Team-mate Andrei Marus adds: __ bailiffs - Otelul Galati have met 
bring his sheep here in late “T’ve never seen anything like it.” their toughest opponent yet. 





autumn when temperatures 
got low in the mountains,” 
a straight-faced Valmas 
explained. “We fought for his 
property. I don’t know what I'll 
do with this land, but it’s mine 
and it should stay that way.” 
Otelul must improvise for 
now. “We’ve played on half the 
pitch,” says midfielder Cosmin 


We translate that baffling foreign lingo 


One for the wingers, this. In French football, a misplaced 
centre is often described as having been ‘crossed to the 
third post, which, as you may know, doesn't exist. So 
that's what your Francophile striker is shouting at you 
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A CRYING, CRAZY 
CARD COLLECTOR 


David Addy 


Position Left-back Age 25 
Nationality Ghanaian Club N/A* 


“Hate me or Love me, that’s me.” A tweet from Addy in 2013, a 
few months before he gave away one of the quickest penalties 
of all time, taking nine seconds to gift Montenegro a spot-kick 
- and a goal, and a 1-0 win - with a lunge from behind. 

He hasn’t played for Ghana since. The man from Prampram, 
who at the age of 25 has played in five countries (Belgium’s 
Waasland-Beveren released him in the summer), picks up 
enough cards to open a branch of Clinton’s. One of the red 
variety came for a goal-line handball after just four minutes; 
the previous year, Addy had watched from the bench as Luis 
Suarez did the same to his Ghana team. He learns fast, clearly. 


Playing for Waasland-Beveren in September 2014, Addy 
responded to a bad tackle from a Mechelen player by 
headbutting him - with the referee standing five yards away. 
Given his marching orders by the official and his own furious 
captain, the defender then went back to his prostrate victim 
to finish the job. They always return to the scene of the crime. 


“IT am emotional and often cry on the field. I’m a little crazy.” 
He also said on social media: “When life knocks you down, 
keep going, only p****s stay down, cry and look for excuses.” 
We aren’t too sure what that word is either - Addy’s applying 
his own censorship on Twitter. Answers on a postcard... 








Otelul Galati words Emanuel Rosu; Loco words Joe Nelson 





between swearwords as you punt the ball over his head. —— 
*As of August 12, 


A Racing fan threw a half-eaten cheeseburger at him, so Belgrano’s 39-year-old goalkeeper Juan Carlos Olave decided to pick it up off the ground and eat it. Yum 
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Professional gear to 
galvanise the team spirit 


Create custom kits on www.spreadshirt.co.uk SCAN TO START 
CREATING 


Fit out the U16 of your football club or personalise fresh kits for the next pub game. 
SPREAD IT WITH SPREADSHIRT 


Rebate discounts are subject to change at any time and do not apply to gift vouchers. Get the most up-to-date information on www.spreadshirt.co.uk 









rae se arte s never palette 
time to recharge the batteries ready Ho 
Pac luluiee y fonly you hada do a ker 





MASTERCLASS 


. Harry Kane 
=) Tottenham Hotspur 
? marksman 


The England international striker 
tells you how to turn potential into 
a fearsome reputation. 





NUTRITION 


f ™, IanRollo 
“1 Leading sports 
nutritionist 


Cook once and eat for a week by 
preparing your nosh like a boss with 
our man’s meal planning tips. 


PRO TIPS 


™ Aaron Cresswell 
/= 7 The Hammers’ 
“ flying full-back 
Don’t let rejection keep you down - 
the West Ham defender helps you 


to get back on the path to stardom. 


VISIT US 


| betel SaZe3 NSN alan 





Swansea’s No.7, 
—————s. 

Leon Britton, 

approves 


“Damn it, Leon, you’re 
here to sleep, not watch 
Great British Bake Off” 





ss 
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PSYCHOLOGY 


Tom Bates 
Brentford’s peak 
performance coach 





The Bees’ sports psychologist outlines 
how to deliver a match-winning 
performance on the opening day. 


SUBS ARE SPOT ON 
The fresher your legs, the more 
success you have in shootouts. 
Researchers found that players 

who had been on the pitch for 

30 minutes or less converted 
86.7 per cent of their spot-kicks; 
those who’d played 91 minutes 
or more, only 80 per cent. 


GET THE TEAM TO GEL 
Trials across eight Premier League 
academy teams found that taking 
energy gels before extra-time 
boosted players’ performance. 
Loaded with carbohydrates 
and electrolytes, the gels raised 
blood glucose concentrations 
and improved dribbling during 
the additional 30 minutes. 


MUSICAL SCORE 


Footballers who possess a high 
stride frequency - the number of 
steps taken during a minute of 
running — tend to be better dribblers 
of the ball, according to Italian 
research. One way to improve your 
footwork involves running to 
music with a specific rhythm of 


7 OUT OF 10 


That’s how many Muslim footballers 


say their levels drop during Ramadan 


(though in the case of Demba Ba, 
above, his Newcastle boss Alan 
Pardew said it for him). Researchers 
spoke to 55 Algerian players; most 
admitted that fasting from sunrise 
until sundown for a month affected 





160-180BPM (beats per minute). speed, agility and endurance. 


CHEAT SHEET 

Asking players to list words they 
most identify with good moral 
behaviour before a game could 
stop diving and cheating. Sports 
psychologists found that players 
who contemplated their moral 
behaviour prior to games were 
less likely to commit offences. 


10 THINGS 


WE'VE LEARNED THIS MONTH 


STUD STUDIES 

The number of studs on a boot 
and the types of insole used to 
cushion players’ feet are under 
the microscope. Researchers 
are testing gel insoles and both 
six- and eight-stud boots on 
Premier League academy 
players to assess injury risk. 


sHaRe 
A 30-minute sauna after training can 
make you run faster. New Zealand-based 
researchers found that the rise in 
temperature had the same effect 
on cardiovascular fitness as the 
banned substance EPO, but with none 
of the associated pitfalls. 


SACK OFF 
THE ENGLISH 
Italian researchers found that English 
gaffers are three times more likely to 
be sacked today than in the 1950s. 
An analysis of 2,400 management 
changes found that English league 
bosses usually get the chop within 
just 63 matches. Ruthless. 





SPINE OF THE TEAM 

Getting your posture checked by 

a back specialist could improve 
your play. A new study shows that 

lumbar spine and sacroiliac joint 

manipulation - the magic moves that 

chiropractors perform - improved 
kicking speed and range of motion 

for 40 South African footballers. 


4 a Ee 

A study carried out on 80 
amateur players over 12 

weeks found that kicking 
distance using the instep of 
both feet improved after players 
did leg extensions, leg curls and 
squats as part of a training 
programme to boost strength. 


Studies and authors: Northumbria University (‘Get the team to gel’); Journal of Sports Sciences (‘Subs are spot on’); University of Milan, Italy (‘Musical score’); British Journal of Sports Medicine (‘7 out of 10’); University of Birmingham (‘Cheat sheet’); 
University of Exeter (‘Stud studies’); University of Rome, Italy and Basel University, Switzerland (‘Sack off the English’); University of Otago, New Zealand (‘EPO? Go steaming in’); 


International Journal of Physical Education, Fitness and Sports (‘Keep instep’); Durban University of Technology, South Africa (‘Spine of the team’) 





Interview Nick Moore 


Interview James Maw 





You ask, we answer 


Get your hands on silverware 





Clarity, unity and a real work ethic are essential to a title push, says the serial trophy-winner 


Scott Goodchild, via Twitter 


Salomon 

| Kalou 
Hertha Berlin’s 
Ivorian hotshot 





“When I won the Premier League 
title with Chelsea in 2010, coach 
Carlo Ancelotti was very clear 
about what he wanted from us. 
He gave us a lot of confidence. 

He created the right balance and 
involved everyone, and that’s the 
key to a happy dressing room. 

Socialising was crucial to our 
team spirit. We bonded really well. 
There was a lot of fun and laughter 
and we sensed we could win. 

We had a lot of respect for each 
other, and that’s something I’d 
advise having in any team. If you’re 
a young player, your role is to listen 
to and learn from the older players. 

The key ingredient to a 
title-winning team is every player 
knowing that no individual is more 
important than the team. If you 
have that attitude and work for 
the side, and everyone else in the 
team thinks the same way, you 
will eventually succeed. 

You also need a squad. The fringe 
players who don’t always play are 
key, because they need to come in 
and make the difference at crucial 


points over the course of a season.” 
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i & ' 
Hard graft has 


| helped Cresswell 
| climb back to the top 
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ey Second half of last 


Season, Kane Scored More 


Hull eT AY (15) 
rland (15) 


and Sunde 





Interview James Maw 


Interview Chris Flanagan 











Analyse and improve 


Appraise your performances 


“After a game I ask one of the analysts to send me 

a recording of the match so that I can watch it at 
home and see where I could have done better. There 
are usually moments that stick out; when I think, ‘Oh, 
I want to see that back’, to see if I could have made 

a different run, selected a different pass or attempted 
a different finish. With the tape at home, I am able to 
flick through it and assess how I played. This helps me 
to identify areas for further improvement.” 


eee 





Put a shift in 2 


Run your socks off for the team 





“When you’re playing alongside another striker you 
work off each other, but when you’re on your own 
upfront you have to stay on the move in order to give 
your team-mates options. You have to make different 
runs across the pitch to help the team out. You’ve also 
got to be able to hold the ball up. To do this, I get a feel : 
for where my marker is, make sure I take a good first 
touch of the ball, hold my ground and push the 
defender off to stop them nicking in front of me.” 


GEORGE 
BOYD 


SIU galt aew Ale 
Indefatigable 
tells you how 
to deal with 
a step up 

in class 


PRO 
TIP 








Power up your pins 
Don’t neglect your legs at the gym 


“My aim was to become more powerful and quicker 


: Off the mark, so I worked hard in the gym. Before the 
: start of last season I spent a lot of time working on 

: my glutes and hamstrings. I did a lot of single-leg 

: glute work to really help strengthen the muscles, 


and this ultimately contributed to my good form for 


Tottenham last season and made me the player 
: Lam today. Core work is also extremely important, 
: as that’s where your strength and stability come from.” 


Be a fox in the box 


Prowl around the danger zones 





: “Les Ferdinand once told me the majority of 

: opportunities fall for you inside the penalty box, 
between the posts. If you wander too far out of that 
area, you’re less likely to score. So, whenever you’re 
inside the 18-yard box or making a run, always aim to 
: end up inside the width of the goal and a chance 

: should present itself. When you do get a clear sight of 
: goal, aim low and hard across the goalkeeper - these 
: are typically the most difficult shots to save.” 


“The higher up you go, the more organised you have 
oe MMe ee MMBC mal cee 
Taam eRel Maan (MOM YOURE Moms] 
eM EUR ORK UC uC) 
P you can occasionally make a mistake and 
° the opposition won’t score; in the Premier 
League you get punished straightaway. 
Get your tactics right from the off and make sure you 
understand your role. It’s got to be drilled into you on 
the training ground. Focus during sessions. Don’t be 
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Get the need for speed 


Work on your running technique 


“Being able to out-pace your opponents gives you 

: a huge advantage in football. I did a lot of work in the 
= gym to improve my speed. Strengthening your glutes 
: and hamstrings will give you the power you need to 
accelerate explosively, but you also need to ensure 

: that your running technique is right. I worked with 

: asports scientist specifically on arm movement and 
= the mechanics of sprinting. It’s really helped me, 

: especially when I’m chasing a through ball.” 


: Stay headstrong 


Reinforce your mental resolve 


: “When you’re playing well you can’t wait for the next 

= game to come around - you just want to be out there 
on the pitch, scoring goals. It’s how you cope with 

a goal drought that really marks you out as a good 

: striker. Try to work out what helps you get back to your 
goalscoring ways. I like to watch my previous matches 
: back to see my goals and the things I’ve done well. 


I listen to advice from other experienced professionals 


: and try to stay level-headed.” 


: afraid to ask questions, because just one error will 
: cost you dear. You have to keep practising until it 
? eventually becomes second nature. There can be 
a lot of information to take on, so listen to the 

: experienced players and watch what they do. 


Mentally it can be draining because you have to 


concentrate for the entire 90 minutes. Don’t be 
disheartened if it takes time for you to adjust. 

: Just make sure you learn from your mistakes, keep 
: working hard and always believe in yourself.” 
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Fitness 


18 SECONDS TO | 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE 


“If I’m performing 300 actions in a 
match, that’s one every 18 seconds. 


Left it late to 




















shape up for the BREAK DOWN Small-sided games - 4 v 4, 5 v 5, 

new season? YOU R GAM = 6v6-area ole oy way to do 

Allow Arsenal’s “I think of my game as lots of them in little time. PN a 
midfield dynamo 5,400 seconds, and in “ee 


that time I'll have 300 
high-intensity actions 
such as accelerating, 
decelerating or sprinting, 
~with or without the ball.” 


to whip you into 
shape before 
the big kick-off 


Dribble your way to success 
“Challenge yourself to dribble 20 yards with 


minimal touches - then sprint the same § 














distance without the ball. Start with 
three sets of six reps, with 10 seconds’ 


Getfaster “WH - , ey recovery in between reps. After one 
“Mark out 20 yards and sprint y | : ; 
eee fk hg ‘ set, reduce the distance to 15 yards, 


Se Ueda se Mae Lae) then to 10 after the second. Recover 
three seconds. Repeat this sprint 


: every 15-20 seconds, depending J | ‘ for 3-5 minutes after each set.” 


on how fit you are.” 


Recover right 
“Carbohydrates are vital to refuelling 
the muscles, and protein is important 
for repair. Straight after training = gee 
or a match, rehydrate and start 4 
the recovery process with a . 
yoghurt-based berry smoothie 
or banana milkshake.” 






~~ * = ‘ 1 
| a a. , ey = 
A “e.g sé 
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ut eee 
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Interview Ben Welch 





TUCK IN 


| ji ; | 


“If ’'m doing a heavy training session I'll 
eat Cajun chicken, quinoa and mixed salad, 
| two to three hours before the workout. If 


| I’m preparing for a light session I'll have a ie ; 
mmm =6smoked salmon and avocado wrap, oneto § he oo 
| two hours before it. The first provides more § ; 
slow-releasing carbs for fuel; the wrap gives : 
| me quicker energy and is easily digested.” 
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[ Training | 


“PUT OUT BINS... BUOY iin 4 


i! 


BAG THREE POINTS! 


Camaraderie, clarity, carbohydrates — guarantee a victory on the opening day S\ = 
of the new season by organising your week with match-winning precision y 












aa 


(2 WEEKLYPLANNER~ ®) 








SUNDAY MONDAY 

Team day out! Get together with | Hit the gym quad focus ow 

the lads to create team Spirtt building fituess. Runhard 

gud improve understanding. for four minutes, then rest 

for one, and repeat four times. 

: 4 *. WERDER 
| TUESDAY WEDNESDAY hl 
| A rang e teqm meeting to set Fitwess work. Sprint from the goal-line to A Rr ai e 


the edge of the penalty box and back, thew 
to the halfway /ine and back. Finish with 
q sprint to the opposing by/ine aud back. 
Recover for 30 seconds between reps. 


targets for the season. Pinpoint 
: exactly what we want to achieve. 
Clarity creates confidence! 





FRIDAY 

















| THURSDAY 

—— Ball work. Play 2 ¥ 2 games IW Sort the pre-match music. Find 

| traning to improve ShaNPness. gq track for the dressing voom 

After rang, tell the lads to that raises the hairs on the back 

hit the cold tap in the shower of the neck before kick-off. This | 

for six to eight minutes to circulate | will help energ{se the teqm! 

blood and repair muscles quicker | 

SATURDAY SUNDAY | 

Work ow easing “i a. Eaqta aa co ee st te 

——— WRGh ubow exhasr con Ski milk, jam ow 
5 ) Bae ae Thine, | Er Lucozaqde. Dnt black | 
| mental focus. Use before kick-off | coffee 60 minurtes prior to kick-off | ’ 
3) tomorrow. Get to bed early! KICK 0 E =e 





ad Ss) 





Advice provided by Brentford’s Tom Bates (@TomBatesCoachng), elite physio Nick Worth, Pro Athlete Sports 
Nutrition director Jon Williams (@ProAthleteSupps) and mental skills coach Brad Busch (@Inner_Drive) 


Nutrition 





WHAT YOU WILL NEED... 


All recipes contain 3-4 portions 


3 salmon fillets 

2 200g skinless chicken breasts e Salt e Paprika , 
1 500g lamb mince portion e Pepper ¢ Ginger 

2 lemons e Worcestersauce e¢ Cinnamon 

1 head of broccoli e Dried thyme e Honey 

1 bag of sweet potatoes e Cumin e Cocoa powder 


1 bag of onions 

1 bag of bell peppers 

1 bag of carrots 

1 garlic bulb 

1 bag of spinach leaves 

1 tub of feta cheese cubes 

1 jar of pre-cooked sliced beetroot 
1 500g pack of wholegrain rice 

2 400g tins of chopped tomatoes 
2 400g tins of cooked chickpeas 
1 25g tub of 100% whey protein 
1 jar of almond butter 

1 pack of shredded coconut 

1 pack of dark chocolate chips 





UNDA 





LUNCHES 


Salmon, feta 
& beetroot salad 





WHEN TO EAT: MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 


Cooking method 

° Grill, poach or steam one or two 
salmon fillets for eight minutes. 

¢ Combine a handful each of 
spinach, feta and beetroot. 

e Drizzle with rapeseed oil and 
season with pepper. 
















a i» ; 
Lemon chicken & rice °‘*.. 


| WHEN TO EAT: TUESDAY & THURSDAY - TRAINING DAYS 





Cooking method 
¢ Boil % cup of rice with the zest of 
% lemon for 12 minutes until tender. 
e Season one chicken breast with 
salt, pepper and the rest of the 
lemon zest, then grill or oven bake 
until cooked through. 

e Squeeze the juice of the lemon 
over the chicken and rice, and 

serve with steamed broccoli. 


aa em cera Naa a a aaa a 


Words Louis Massarella 
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Sweet potato shepherd’s pie 


MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 





Cooking method 

¢ Chop one onion, two peppers, one 
carrot and two garlic cloves and fry 
in a little olive oil for five minutes. 

e Add a teaspoon each of cinnamon, 
cumin, ginger and paprika. Cook for 
a further five minutes. Add tomatoes 
and chickpeas and enough water to 
cover. Simmer with the lid on for 20 
minutes, then serve with cous cous. 


Protein balls 


Cooking method 

¢ Combine three tbsp of almond butter, 
two tbsp of cocoa powder, 25g of whey 
protein and one tbsp each of honey and 
chocolate chips and a pinch of salt, then 
mould into golf ball-size portions. 

e Store in airtight container in fridge for 
up to a week and eat when required. 





“After exercise, the main 
objective is to replenish and 
rebuild. The carbs in these meals 
will replenish the glycogen used 
during the match and the protein 
will help build new muscle.” 








Cooking method 

e Peel, chop and boil the sweet potatoes. 
e Brown the mince in a little butter or 
rapeseed oil. In the meantime, chop 
one carrot, onion and garlic glove. 


EXPERT’S VIEW 


“High in carbs and protein, this 


meal can be ingested 3-4 hours 
ahead of training, or the night 
before, with the aim of increasing 
the body’s energy store.” 





e Set meat to one side and fry the 
vegetables in the same pan for five 
minutes. Return the meat to the pan 
with salt and pepper, a sprinkle of 
thyme, a dash of Worcester sauce 
and one can of tomatoes, and if 
necessary add a little water to cover. 
Simmer for one hour with the lid on. 
e Mash the potatoes and allow to 
cool. Spoon mince mixture into an 
ovenproof dish and allow to cool. 
Spoon on the potatoes and cook in 

a pre-heated oven on 180 degrees 
until bubbling. 

e Serve with nutrient-rich green veg. 


——2 


EXPERT’S VIEW 


“For players looking to 
maintain or build muscle 
mass over the season, these 
are great as a snack | 
between meals or 
as a dessert.” 
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Need a new strip? 
Kel CoO M COLUM c= 
dressed to impress 


ee oe 


Be red-dy for action 
Even if you’re not turned 
on by the prospect of 90 

gruelling minutes, get the 
juices flowing. “Red is 
associated with sexual 
readiness,” says You Are 

What You Wear author 

Dr Jennifer Baumgartner. 


Stand out in the crowd 
Says trained psychologist 
Baumgartner: “Choose a 
design most recognisable 
by your team-mates, 
to assist direct and 
peripheral recognition.” 


Flattery will get 
you everywhere 
“The fit should create 
qd look of strength, skill 
and stamina,” believes 
the good doctor. “Some 
players may benefit from 
a looser uniform.” You 
Sale\ WANA (eL0 me C=5 


4 
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“STRAIGHT IN!” 


A first-whistle call to arms, usually by the 
team’s captain/hardman/captain hardman, 
imploring every player to brainlessly 
marmalise their nearest opponent, whether 
he has the ball or not. Designed to ‘let the 
opposition know they’re in a game’. 


“GET IT IN THE MIXER!” 


Taken, we assume, from the building site - 
only this has nothing to do with applying 
the right blend of sand and cement. ‘It’ is 
the ball; ‘the mixer’ is the middle of the box 
between the penalty spot and the goal - or 
what long-ball tactical boffins used to call 
the ‘Position of Maximum Opportunity’. 
They’re kidding no one. Favoured by the 
big, the clueless and the desperate, from 
either open play or set-pieces. 


“NOT THERE!” 


If Sunday League football had Ten 
Commandments, “Thou shalt not attempt 
to pass, dribble or Cruyff turn your way out 
of trouble” would be one of them. Given 
this shout is often the preserve of those 
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)) “See that patch of 

| grass there? Just 

there? ‘Not there’, OK?” | 
a. 








who favour getting it in the mixer, what 
they really mean is “Not anywhere”. See 
also: “Don’t f**k about with it!” and “Away!” 


“IT’S O-O!” 
A patronising piece of psychological 
claptrap, uttered by the winning team to 
guard against complacency as they kick 
off the second half or regroup after taking 
a 5-0 lead within 20 minutes. Valid only 

in amateur football, where protecting 

qd lead is against the law and outright 
victory can only be claimed by a win in 
each half. Or something. 
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_and five more of FourFourTwo’s favourite clichés, J ofeLUi Kem 
= Sunday League every weekend. But what do they really mean? 
[= se : 
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» Budget cuts have hit 
AC Milan really 
hard of late 


“WE’VE GONE QUIET!” "y 

Let’s get one thing straight: if you’re not % 
providing a running commentary on your ; 
own team’s performance, you can’t be 

playing well - or so many believe. Because 

informative talking (“Man on”, “Time”, 

“Turn”) can be beneficial, “We’ve gone 

quiet” is occasionally used by intelligent - 
players, too. But 
not very often. 


“HOW 
LONG, REF?” 


Something for everyone, 
here. If you’re losing, you 
need to know how long 
you’ve got to get it in the 
mixer. If you’re winning - 
although you’re never 
winning because “it’s 0-0” - 
this is a gentle reminder to 
the man in the middle. 
Specifically: “Haven’t you 
had enough of being abused 
by 22 clowns? Shouldn’t we all 
just go to the pub?” 





















the professional's choice 
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AE 
VS CHAOS 


ADIDAS X & ACE 


Whether you're a game changer or a playmaker, these ——- 
latest X and ACE colourways give you the ammunition 
you need to keep killing it on the pitch, goal after goal, 
match after match. Smash the defence and cause chaos 
in X or rule the game and control everything in ACE. 



















ADIDAS X 15.1 - FG/AG: 108658 


£150 


ADIDAS ACE 15.1 - FG/AG: 108749 


£150 


ADIDAS X 15.1 - FG/AG: 108709 


£150 
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NIKE TECH CRAFT PACK 


Exquisitely crafted by Nike with the finest premium kangaroo leather uppers, 
every boot in the Tech Craft Pack has been created to deliver unrivalled comfort 

and superior control, elevating the Mercurial, Hypervenom and Magista to the 
level of dominating touch the Tiempo guarantees. 








071. NIKE MERCURIAL SUPERFLY LEATHER - FG: 107902 - £250 

02. NIKE HYPERVENOM PHANTOM II LEATHER - FG: 107876 - £250 
03. NIKE MAGISTA OBRA LEATHER - FG: 107887 - £250 

04. NIKE TIEMPO LEGEND V - FG: 107920 - £140 


ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE: 

NIKE MERCURIAL VAPOR X LEATHER - FG: 107905 - £180 
NIKE HYPERVENOM PHINISH LEATHER - FG: 107993 - £180 
NIKE MAGISTA OPUS LEATHER - FG: 107890 - £180 





| FACEBOOK: PRO DIRECT SOCCER 
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PRO:DIRECT 


GAME-CHAN 


Saad MAL ees ee 


PUMA’s relationship with speed has ae eC 
with the new evoSPEED SL, its lightest rN ; 
boot ever. Its growing relationship with tte 
brings us the new evoPOWER 1.2 and for something 
more sub-zero, the Uuber-cool PUMA King Rede . 
Matthaus 1990 epitomises the style and class of 
the German legend. fie, 


PUMA EVOSPEED SL FG - FG: 1064 


Ri 


“| 


PUMA EVOPOWER 1.2 FG - FG: 106435 


£150 





= 


PUMA KING LOTHAR MATTHAUS - FG: 106428. ee 


£150 
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Pro:Direct has always been the home of the hottest on-pitch styles and these 
latest colourways are sure to generate some heat with Shocking Orange 
versions of the Umbro UX2 and Velocita, a fiery red Mizuno Basara and a 
Mint Lotto Zhero Gravity. For something more understated, try Concave’s 
brand new white Halo+ or Under Armour’s black leather Speedform boots, 
worn by Manchester United’s Dutch midfielder, Memphis Depay. 





NEXT DAY DELIVERY - ORDER BY 4PM. SEE ONLINE FOR DETAILS 
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01. LOTTO ZHERO GRAVITY VII 200 - FG: 106012 - £120 

02. CONCAVE HALO+ - FG: 112818 - £130 

03. UMBRO UX 2.0 PRO - HG: 106563 - £120 

04. UNDER ARMOUR SPEEDFORM LEATHER - FG: 111713 - £170 
05. MIZUNO BASARA 001 - TC: 111352 - £130 

06. UMBRO VELOCITA PRO - HG: 106547 - £130 





WWW.PRODIRECTSOCCER.COM 





PRO:DIRECT 





1. INVICTO SALA: 106479 - £55 ya. att Ba! | ae er Pe tN 
2. NIKE HYPERVENOMX PROXIMO STREET TF: 107982-£120 | 3 , 6|(6j , Pat rab 
3. VS X MID CT: 108755 - £65 . | Tent 6 6|Clh{ iy: fs oe 
4. NIKE MERCURIALX PROXIMO STREET IC: 107974 - £120 > ; pereeet 
5. VS X MID CAGE: 108756 - £65 Pw 

6. MUNICH FAST INDOOR : 105695 - £85 | at eee al 


NEXT DAY DELIVERY - ORDER’BY 4PM. SEE ONLINE FOR DETAILS com? 
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FOOTBALL 
ELITE 


REPLICA UCL KIT 


Passion and pride displayed on the grandest 
stage in club football - it can only be the 
UEFA Champions League. Pull on your 
team’s jersey and enjoy the show. 


F 


. 
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NIKE MAN CITY: 108280 PUMA ARSENAL: 110386 





SEE ONLINE FOR FULL REPLICA COLLECTION 


PRO:DIRECT 
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EV dl Sere Fly 
py emirates & 3 Emirates 


ADIDAS FC BAYERN: 109025 ADIDAS REAL MADRID: 109107 ADIDAS CHELSEA: 109005 } NIKE PSG: 108460 


£55 £55 £55 £65 


THE PROFESSIONAL’S CHOICE - WWW.PRODIRECTSOCCER.COM 





TXT 


(or 1 
| To receive a competitively priced list of your club’s 
bz=tpyeer . | “home” programmes (both League and Non-League 
W i \ L ay and also Internationals and “Big Match”), please 


send a first class stamp, along with your name 
The definitive shopping quidefor the football fan — | 





and address to the above address or e-mail 





BARMY FLAGS 
CUSTOM FOOTBALL FLAGS 


Visit our new website the home of the fully stitched flag- accept no printed imitations 
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*\"\ To receive a FREE programme plus a copy 
f of our latest catalogue (listing several 
aire S==s\ thousand different mint condition Big 
—8 AR) 6) 4! Match, League, Scottish, Irish, Foreign 
+ ! and Non-League teams programmes etc.) 
please send your name and address to: 
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or phone 01986 692621 or visit www.footballprogs.co.uk 





01457 810 007 www.barmyflags.com 
sales@barmyflags.co.uk 






(Credit/Debit Cards & PayPal accepted) 


DREAMING of a GAREER 
in SOCCER? 











) r 
2 | Start or Advance Your Career in: 
' i“ : = Scouting e Soccer Analytics 






¢ Sports Agent 

e Broadcasting 

¢ Game Operations 
¢ Head Coach 





¢ Player Personne! 
e Marketing & PR 
¢ Management 

e Front Office 


| 8-week online interactive training cours | 
English Premier League, Football enn 
e Tommy Smyth — ESPN Soccer Analyst ~ 
¢ Steve Simmons — Aston Villa European Scout 

¢ Matt Martin — MLS Portland Timbers Scouting Dir 

© John Print — FIFA Agent | 

¢ Dr. Lynn Lashbrook — SMWW President 
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Learn the skill | | < 
S ! S, strategies and techniques to advance to the 

front of the hiring line in soccer scouting, talent ID, soccer aqen 

sports marketing and pro soccer leagues including: EPLLa i : 

Serie A, Ligue 1, Bundesliga, A-League and MLS —_ we 










To put your business inthe SHOP WINDOW please call 02082675669 or email 442ads@haymarket.com 
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THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO OFFICIAL WORLDWIDE FOOTBALL PRODUCTS 





WE ONLY STOCK THE 
a —~.~- OFFICIAL PSPRO PLAYER SIZE 
on a ae ‘T.2.\ PREMIER LEAGUE PRINTING 

AWG as om FOR ADULT SHIRTS! 





y/ 4 mf | 
a VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 
re WAY oy NO WA’ VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 
We pride ourselves in sourcing official re 


lica, 
NOW AVAILABLE , limited editions and exclusive products tom 
around the globe. 


Visit our website for all the latest new season releases from the Premier League, Bundesliga, Serie A 
La Liga and much more! Plus, don’t forget to check out our official & fanstyle shirt printing: www.subside.co.uk 
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PHILIPS 
15-16 PSV Eindhoven 15-16 Bhutan 15-16 Rwanda 
Home Shirt | Home Shirt Home Shirt 
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Liverpool 3rd Shirt with Gerrard 8 15-16 Saint Etienne AS Roma Home Totti Shirt 
l 2015 20/6 


Legend Print 2015 2016 — Home Shirt 


SUBSIDE SPORTS LTD: TEL: 0845 8382442 / EMAIL: SALES@SUBSIDE.CO.UK / WEB: SUBSIDE.CO.UK 
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Compensation? 


CALL NOW FOR FREE ADVICE +2 <2 
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‘www.mulderrigs.co.uk 
Te ae 


experts in football injury claims 


ee | Authorised and regulated by the 

ee ect Se ee Eo 

Pee (SRA Number:570284) 

Mulderrigs Solicitors Ltd, 90 Longacre, Covent Garden, 
London WC2E 9RZ. info@mulderrigs.co.uk 
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DALIAN AERBIN 13 SHANGHAI 13 SU ae 
ais ee. AWAY 
See ey a) £12.99 





To put your business in the SHOP WINDOW please call02082675669 or email 442ads@haymarket.com 
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WWW.UKSOCCERSHOP.COM 


INFOQUKSOCCERSHOP.COM - 0844 332 1221 
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NEW 2015-16 SHIRTS IN STOCK NOW! 


DORTMUND 15-16 adores Wea wT aL 
Willi HOME SHIRT 
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MONACO 15-16  §§ BATEBORISOV 15-16 SAMPDORIA 15-16 
DU es Ua Uae 


AL £49.99 aR 


WWW.UKSOCCERSHOP.COM 


CSOCCERSHOP 


mum NUMBER ONE FOR FOOTBALL SHIRTS 
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Lovells occer www.lovellsoccer.co.uk 


The FEskolaite Ace & X Collection 


. 






adidas Ace Eskolaite 15.1 FG/AG - £149.99 


Product code: 30499 


Ace & X Eskolaite Pack 


It’s time to pick your side, are you the kind of player who will control everything in the Ace, or the type of player that will cause chaos 
on the pitch wearing the X? Eskolaite is an uncommon chromium oxide mineral with green colour accents. adidas have used this to 
inspire a chrome transformation for the Ace and X, creating a unique, eye catching collection. 


FREE iD FREE Football Boot Personalisation 


FREE delivery on orders over £100 igvel Ci f f p l 





including FREE (D at lovell 7 
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adidas X Eskolaite 15.1 FG/AG - £149.99 


Product code: 30500 


What is FREE iD? 


Lovell Soccer is the only place to offer totally free boot personalisation across our entire range. 
You can add any anything you like as long as it fits. Whether adding your name, nickname, or 
anything else to your boots, make them your own at Lovell Soccer. 





oO facebook.com/lovellsoccer © twitter.com/lovellsoccer © Instagram.com/lovellsoccer 


Interview Matt Barker 





SEB ae 


Before becoming a cult hero at Spurs, the Italian played in a World Cup 


final and the golden age of Serie A. Ramon Vega might not get a look in... 


C14 

He was a truly amazing goalkeeper; in 
fact, he was voted the best in the world 
three years in ad row when we were at 
Inter. He was a real character, too, 
which I think a keeper always should be. 





A good defender, yes, but he could also 
take incredible free-kicks, like a Brazilian. 
He gets overlooked because of the other 
two Germans we had at Inter [Jurgen 
Klinsmann and Lothar Matthaus]. 


I played against him when he started 
out at Lazio, and you knew straight 
away he’d be a top defender - he had 
such maturity and technique. Italy never 
really found a replacement for him. 








He’s another defender I played against 
when he was really young, at Napoli. 

IT don’t think this type of Italian 
defender exists any more - things have 
changed tactically. Cannavaro and 
Nesta were the last of their kind. 





YOUR NEXT 


I faced him so many times in those great 
derbies. He was a magnificent defender 
— maybe the best ever - and a wonderful 
ambassador for his club and city. Even 
in the heat of battle, we always got on. 


ey 
Wow. I don’t know what to say about 
this guy. He could play anywhere in this 
team. But in the midfield, in the engine 
room, is where he was best. He’s still 

a good friend of mine. 


ea 

Is it OK if I pick myself? I want to be a 
part of it! I think I’d fit in, too. It would 
be a dream to play alongside Lothar 

in the middle again. I love this team. 
Me in the middle of the 4-3-3 - perfect! 


GK 


ey 

During his time at Napoli he was, no 
question, the best I ever played against. 
Every time he touched the ball you knew 
something was going to happen. He was 
electric. You couldn’t get near him. 


eg 

O Fenomeno was the greatest forward 
of modern times. We played together at 
Inter for his first few months there. He 
was strong, quick, had a fantastic shot 
and you couldn’t shake him off the ball. 


Gt 

It was a real shame that things didn’t 
work out for him at Inter, as he was 

a remarkable player. We won the UEFA 
Cup together. He’s a big Arsenal legend, 
isn’t he? Sorry, Spurs fans! I still love you! 


Os 

A great striker, he top-scored with 22 
goals in 1988-89 as our Inter team won 
the title. He was big and powerful, and 
would be in my team to score headers... 
but also because he’s my friend. 
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COACH 


IS ON SALE OCTOBER 7 








Topflight 


Soccer 
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Topflight Soccer on 00353 12401738 
Or email info@topflightsoccer.ie 
Wwww.thedublincup.com 
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Fiat with Si % 
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Purchase any new Fiat 500X and save £1000 off the current retail offer - that’s up to £2250 
towards your finance deposit. 


Register now at www.fiatregister.com/442 and receive your exclusive voucher. 
ee lil Re Male le 


Fiat 500X Pop 1.6 E-Torq 1IOHP 
ea ae 


Fiat Deposit Contribution Total Amount Payable by Customer £12,878 


Customer Deposit NL een CALC 
} Mee ela oa lance) 2.19% 








Amount of Credit hats] 0) 


| Monthly Payment a Representative 2.2% APR 
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Representative example 
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Fuel consumption figures for Fiat 500% Range in mpg (/100km): Urban 32.5 (6.7) - 60.1 (4.7); Extra Urban 49.6 (5.7) — 74.3 (3.8); Gombined 42.2 (6.7) — 68.9 (4.1). CO. emissions 157-109 g/km. 
Fuel consumption and G0). figures based on standard EL) tests for comparative purposes and may not reflect mal driving results. Wiocel Shown is Fiat 500% Pop. The Prviege Purchase Scheme offer is open to Season Ticket holders of 

the Football League Qubs only To purchase a new car using the Privilege Scheme offers the eligible customer must apply for an Approval Voucher by completing the online application form at www fiatregisteconv442 The Privilege 
SChene Savings art only available for new Fiat SOO models registered by Stst December 2015. The Aperoval Voucher must be presented to the Fiat Dealer on antval and prior io ordering a new Car, existing orders are not eligible, 
Privilege savings cannot be claimed retrospectively The Approval Voucher may only be used by the Season Ticket holders of the Football Leaque Clubs or ther spouse or partner (ving al the same address). Proof of home address will 

be faquirad. Aleta? customers ony The Voucher may not be used in conjunction with any other Fiat incentives or promotions. Fial UK reserve the night to change or withdraw the offer without notice. Approval Voucher can onfy be 

redeemed against the purchase of a new Fiat 5000 punched in the UK. Model shown for illustration purposes only. The quoted hevets.of saving in this acvert are only applicable for new cars which are registered by 30th September 

2015. Privilege Scheme savings will be applicable for new cars ordered and registered batween 1st October and 31st Gecember 2015 but may differ to those quoted above, they wil however remain acivantageous comparnd to the retail 

cp ee pe ee eee Be ese ee pone: et pcm ee Dee ee ep a ge i PR ce eee ge Oe ee ge cM ee ect oe pe ee ass) 

contact Fiat Group Sales Department on 01753 519542. Prvilege Purchase Finance promotions are subject to status and are only available from Fat Financial Sernices. Prvdege Purchase Scheme customers only With PGP you have 

the option to retum the vehicle and not pay the final payment, subject to the vehecle not having cooceecied an agreed annual mileage and being in good condition, In thes example the charge for exceeding 10,000 miles per annum is 6 

pence per mile A guarantee or indemnity may be required. Fial Financial Services, PO Gox 44465, Slough, SL1 ORI. Promotions comect af time of being published, July 2075. A Deposit Contribution of £2250 is now available on all Fiat 

S00 versions (excluding Opening Editions which have £1,750). All promotions are mace subject to stock availabilty Fial reserves the ight to vary or withdraw promotions at any time without notice. 


